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PREFACE

In the preface to the first volume of this series of
regional guides for visttors to the Anctent Monuments
under the guardianship of the Office of Works 1
explained the scope and abject of the seties. The first
edition of the first volume covering the six Notthern
Counties of England was sold out 1n a few weeks, and
a second edition has now been issued.

‘Thus encouraged, I have written this second volume
of the series, coveting the monuments for which the
Office is responsible 1n the counties south of the
River Thames. 1 hope to include the remaining
English monuments in the Midlands and Bast Anglia
in a third volume, to be prepared in the course of this
year, leaving Scotland and Wales to be dealt with
separately at a later date.

In addition to the list of the monuments, county
by county, giving the hours of opening and cost of
admission to the public, and a map showing their
wheteabouts, and photographs of some of the most
important, I have again provided 1n the form of an
introduction a general description of the monuments
in their chronological and historical settings. ‘This
survey 1s designed to help the ordinary visitor to
understand what he or she is looking at.

The everancreasing number of visitors to our
national monuments shows that there 15 a growing
circle of those who take a pride and interest in such
things. For the sake of these visitors not only does

7



8 PREFACE

the Department devote increasing care to the amenity
and scttings of the monuments but has prepared these
regional guides and more technical handbooks to each
of the more important individual monuments.

This second volume covers an area that contains
such outstanding prebistoric monuments as Avebury,
Stonchenge, and Maiden Castle, 1t includes the
important Roman fortresses of Richborough and
Portchester, and the medizval castles of Dover and
Carisbrooke. Whercas Volume I dealt with a number
of abbeys and priorics, only Netley in this volume is
of the same order of importance as those in our
Northern Counties. ‘This volume, however, includes
a number of interesting monuments that are at present
less well known than they deserve, such as the very
beautiful castle of Restormel in Cornwall, the romantic
Tintagel, a number of Henry VIII’s coast defence
castles, and the delightful Queen’s House at Greenwich
built by Inigo Jones.

I should like to take this opportunity of ac-
knowledging the assistance given me by independent
archxologists as well as by the staff of my own Ancient
Monuments Department in the preparation of these
regional guides.

W. ORMSBY GORE.
OFFICE OF WORKS,
April, 1936.
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PREHISTORIC PERIOD

From its geographical position 1 relation to the
Continent of Europe, the south of England naturally
furnishes us with the evidence of successive influences
which, either by trade or by invasion, affected the
population of England from the eatliest times to the
Roman conquest.

As this 15 2 guide to monuments, and not an
archzological treatise, it 15 unnecessaty to trace layer
by layer the full story from the eatliest evidences of
human occupation 1n our island, such as the *“ eoliths,”
ot most ptimitive stone tmplements of Kent and the
Piltdown skull of Sussex, and 1t must suffice to begin
with the period of our eatliest monuments, which date
from towards the end of the neolithic or Late Stone
Age period about 2000 B.C,

NEOLITHIC

The arrival from more than one soutce of new
peoples with a neolithic culture effected a profound
tevolution +in Britain. They were the first comers
to out ssland to own domestic animals, to cultivate
the soil with grain crops, to make pottery, to grind
and polish stone implements as well as to chip them,
to construct defensible hill-top camps, and finally to
etect monuments to their important dead in the style
known as * megalithic,” involving the use of huge
blocks of stone. Almost any one of these “ inven-
tions” would have marked a revolution in human
progress, but the evidence scems to point to the
conclusion that all these great developments took place

9



10 PREHISTORIC PERIOD

somewhere about the same time, by the convergence
on Britain of several streams of migration from con-
tinental Europe. These peoples found on our chalk
downs and open limestone plateaux almost ideal
conditions for settlement and for the life their know-
ledge then enabled them to lead. And so it is'mainly
along our southern coasts and on the plateaux of
Sussex, Dorset, and Wiltshire that we find evidences
of our late neolithic civilization in the form of flint-
mines, long barrows, and hill-top camps, of the type
known as * Causeway camps > which are peculiar to
this period. One such Causeway camp has recently -
been identified beneath the later Iron Age fortifications.
of Maiden Castle in Dorset (Fig. 4), which is in our
guardianship. ;

The archzological evidence would seem to point
to three main sources of invasion. First, from Portugal
and Spain, probably by way of Brittany, to our south-
. west coasts, particularly Cornwall, as also to Wales,
Ireland, western and extreme northern Scotland.
Second, from Switzerland and eastern France, where
we find the continental parallels to our Causeway
camps, and smooth round-bottomed pottery, now
usually called “ Windmill Hill ” pottery, from the
extensive deposits of it at Windmill Hill near Avebury
in Wiltshire. Third, from the Baltic, froni which was
brought to England the type of pottery known as
“ Peterborough ware,” found on the edges of the Fens
but also in and near Avebury and elsewhere.

The simplest examples of megalithic remains are
probably the Dolmens, or Cromlechs as they ate
sometimes erroneously called. It is difficult to prove
but equally difficult to disprove that these owe their
origin to the Atlantic impact from Portugal and Spain.
They consist of a gigantic horizontal capstone resting
on a polygonal structure of large stone uptights, similat
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12 ‘ PREHISTORIC PERIOD
the ““ passage graves ” are later still. But one of the
most frequent causes of archzological uncertainty is
the common re-use of barrows for secondary burials
in later ages. Barrows, like our modern churchyards,
were often used as sacred repositories for the remains
of the dead by successive generations from neolithic
to Saxon times, and it is sometimes difficult to be sure
from the finds in them that the original or primary
use has been identified.

Our long barrow people seem to have been every-
where predominantly dolichocephalic or long-skulled,
and thus to be clearly demarcated from the next large-
scale invasion of a new people from Germany in the
early years of the second millennium B.c. | The latter
were predominantly brachycephalic or round-headed,
and buried their dead in a crouching position. These
new invaders are known as the ¢ Beaker Folk,” from
their characteristic fine flat-bottomed pottery. During
the several centuries in which they were dominant the
earliest bronze weapons were introduced by trade, and -
in the ordinary parlance of archzology the Beaker folk
are included in the Eatly Bronze Age in Britain. -

BRONZE AGE

There can be little doubt that the Beaker people
first Janded on the southern and eastern coasts of
Britain, and gradually spread to and occupied other
parts of the country. Finds of actual beakers would
seem to show that the occupation was more intensive
in certain clearly defined areas: (1) The Yorkshire
Wolds. (2) The Peak district of Derbyshire. (3)
Wiltshire and Dorset. (4) The eastern edges of the
Fens and parts of the East Anglian coast. (s) The
Thames estuary and valley. (6) Northumberland.
(7) Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire,



PREHISTORIC PERIOD 13

It may be advisable 1n this connection to recall
that the Icknield Way 1s a prehistoric road, if such a
word may be used, almost certainly dating back to early
neolithic” times. It connected the area of intensive
neolithic occapation tound Thetford, Brandon, and
Grime’s Graves in the Brecklands of the Little Ouse
basin on the borders of Notfolk and Suffolk with the
other intensively occupied area round Avebury. It
followed the contours of the great chalk escarpment,
passed Newmarket, Royston, Dunstable, Ivinghoe,
Watlington, crossing the Thames at Goring, and the
Berkshire downs., It runs for the most part below
and north-west of the nidge, but above the spring level.
All along this famous way we find evidences of
neolithic man. There can be httle doubt that the
Beaker folk who landed from Holland on our eastetn
coasts penetrated to Wiltshure along this already
established route,

It now looks as if we can attubute the inittation
of our most remarkable prehistoric remains, namely,
the megalithic stone circles, to the impact of the Beaker
folk on the neolithic population with whom they
mingled. Everything seems to point to the great
“temple” at Avebury and its avenues being the
achievement of the Beaker folk of the district—and if
Avebury, then also probably Stanton Drew in Somer-
set, the earliest patts of Stonchenge, and other stone
and wood circles in the southern countes and else-
whete 1n Britain,

‘The distribution of the megalithic stone circles of
Britain 15, however, curious. In areas of known Beaker
folk 1nfluence we find them 1n Wailtshire, Somerset and
Dorset, in Derbyshire, Cumberland, Aberdeenshire,
and Kincardineshire. Their absence in the dense -
concentration of Beaker population in the Yorkshire
Wolds and in East Angla is probably to be explained

2



14 PREHISTORIC PERIOD

simply by the lack of stone in these districts. One
monument of a similar character where timber was;
used in place of stone has recently been found and.
excavated near Norwich, and it is probable that others
await discovery, the perishable nature of timber having®
made their disappearance complete. On the other,
hand, we find megalithic circles in areas where Beaker
influence is cither unknown or very sparse, such as
the Orkneys, the Outer Hebrides (Lewis), south-west
Wales and, in the southern counties, Corawall.

The development of Cornwall scems to have.
followed rather different lines from those of the rest.
of the district under consideration, No Causeway
camps have yet been identified in the Duchy, and
though the typical neolithic long barrow is found, and
dolmens such as Trethevy Quoit, the characteristic
carly sepulchres of Cornwall dating from the late
ncolithic or earliest Bronze Age are the chambered
barrows and passage graves of types found mainly
in Portugal, Brittany, Wales, and Ireland. The Scilly
Isles have no less than forty-three chambered barrows
as against fifteen in Cornwall, mostly at its extreme
western end, pointing to the use of the islands as an
important maritime trade centre at the beginning of the
second millennium ».cC.

There is so far no proof that the Beaker folk ever
reached Cornwall ; its cultural connections seem to-
have been with countries accessible by sea rather than
with those reached overland. This separation 1Is
especially obvious in the case of pottery. In the
Early Bronze Age the typical Cornish pottery consists
of curious small bi-conical vessels decorated with cord
impressions and having usually two handles or lugs.
Early Bronze Age types common to most of the rest.
of Britain are unknown in Cornwall, and the§e Cornish
vessels are hardly ever found in England outside Devon



PREHISTORIC PERIOD 15

and Cornwall though they are found in Brittany and
Treland. A further connection between the Land’s
End peninsula and Ireland is attested by the findings
at Harlyn Bay of two typical Insh Early Bronze Age
gold lunuke, or crescent-shaped collars. Large
numbers of these lunulz have been found in Ireland
itself, and others widely scattered 1n England and
Scotland, one in North Wales and a few on the
Continent (Denmark, Belgium, Brittany, and Spain).
Everything points to their being of Jrish manufacture
of Barly Bronze Age date, 2.6, about 1500 B.c.  Ireland
was then one of the principal sources of gold known
to the prehistoric world, but Irish gold seems to have
been worked out by the Early Iron Age, and was
unknown in Roman tumes.

But in spite of these differences Cornwall has 2
considerable number of megalithic crcles. There
are at least sixteen known in the Duchy, seven con-
centrated 10 the extreme west, and nine 1n a fauly
compact group in the region of Bodmin Moor.

“The concluston which one 15 inclined to draw from
the available, but still scanty, data is that the megalithic
“idea” was introduced to our shores by matitime
adventurers from the Mediterranean sz Portugal and
Brittany, and perhaps 2iz Cotnwall, but that 1t required
the political capacity and organizing power of the
Beaker folk to translate this “1dea > into such major
works as the great stone circles and accompanying
monuments of Avebury, Stonchenge, and Stanton
Drew. The great Megalithic Age can be put round
about 1750 B.C., but 1t seems likely that the 1dea con-
tinued in less ambitious form long after the influence
of the Beaker occupation, and the veneration which
such mighty remains must have inspired in subsequent
generations of prehistoric man in Brirain may have led to
imitation on a smaller scale throughout the Bronze Age.



16 PREHISTORIC PERIOD.

The greatest of all stone circles is Avebury,
which is not under the guardianship of the Office of
Works, though it is, of course, scheduled as an Ancient
Monument. Its circle of very large blocks of sarsen
contained two other smaller circles, and was surrounded
by a huge bank and a fosse or ditch 5o feet deep. The
modern village is mostly within the great circle, and
the breaking up of the megaliths for building purposes
in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries has done
much to diminish the spectacular appearance of the
monument. But it is the largest prehistoric circle and
fosse in the world, and enough is still visible to justify
the dictum of Stukeley, the eighteenth century antiquary,
that “ Avebury is to Stonechenge as a cathedral is to a
parish church.” The Avebury area is without doubt
the most important prehistoric site in Britain. ‘

From the main circle an avenue of stones led south-
eastwards towards the village of West Kennett (Fig. 1)
Many of the stones of this avenue have recently been
systematically excavated and re-erected in their former
positions, and the sites of the missing stones have
been determined and marked, with the result that
enough can now be seen to give a very fair impression
of its original appearance. The avenue terminated
on Overton Hill in a small circle known as the
Sanctuary, which is in our guardianship. This con-
sisted of two concentric circles of stones and six of
timber uprights. The citcles have now disappeared,
but the sites of the stones and of the timbers are clearly
marked.

About a mile and a half west of the Sanctuary
beside the main Bath road stands Silbury Hill, al'so in
our guardianship. It is the Iargest circular artxfcilcx-zll
mound in Europe, and may possibly be connecte Im
date and in purpose with Avebury, though the results
of such excavations as have been made at vartous times
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PREHISTORIC PERIOD 17

are inconclusive. About half a mile to the south is
the great West Kennett long barrow already men-
tioned.

Windmill Hill lies about 2 mile and a half to the
north-west of Avebury. It 1s a prehistoric occupation
site of the greatest importance consssung of a large
Causeway camp of neolithic type. Recent excavations
of pottions of this site have yielded immense numbers
of finds of pottety of successive types, flint and stone
implements, and bone artefacts of various kinds.
Everything points to a large occupation, and the
stratification of the deposits from the Neolithic at
the bottom to the Beaker petiod at the top 1s of the
utmost value to Britsh archzology of this early
period.

The whole Avebury group affords the most re-
markable evidence of the height of crvilization attained
by the Beaker folk, These mighty works must, with
the means at their command, have involved a labour
and organizing ability and an intensity of purpose of
a most exceptional kind, Silbuty Hill alone must
have involved the work of hundreds of men for a long
time, seeing that the hard chalk had to be loosened with
picks made of stone or of the antlers of the red deer,
and either carried 1n baskets or shovelled up with
implements formed from the shoulder blade-bones of
animals. The digging of the great fosse at Avebury
itself must have been a task far bigger than the dragging
of the large sarsen monoliths 1n hundreds from the
neighbouring downs, and erecting them with no littdle
mathematical precision. That the purpose was
religious there can be little doubt.

If Avebury is the greatest, Stonehenge (Fig. 3) is un-
doubtedly the most famous of British stone circles  Itis
now the property of the Office of Works, In spite of
all the study that has been devoted to 1t 1t still remains
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our greatest archaological mystery.*  Its sophistication
when compared with all other stone circles, the presence
of the * blue ™ stones, brought almost certainly by sea
all the way from Prescelly in Pembrokeshire (anothet
centre of megalithic activity), the unique trilithons with
their mortice and tenon joints, and many other features
make Stonchenge a monument, though small in scale
compared with the Avebury complex, that excites the
wonder and speculation of scientist and amateur alike.
Just as Avebury is but the centre of a great variety
of other important prehistoric remains, so Stonehenge
is surrounded with the traces of avenues and in-
numecrable barrows long and round. Avebury and
Stonchenge make Wiltshire the most important pre-
historic county in England. In Wiltshire we have the
remains or records of no less than eighty long and
2,000 round barrows, as well as carly prehistoric
camps, flint mines, ctc., in numbers and interest such
as no other area can rival.

Some two miles north-cast of Stonehenge is another
circle in our guardianship known as Woodhenge, near
Durrington. It was discovered as a result of an air-
photograph taken in 1925, and on excavation it was
found to consist of a nearly circular bank with a ditch
on the inside surrounding a series of six concentric
circles of timber uprights. The timbers have dis-
appeared, but their positions are marked as at the
Sanctuary. In the area of the central ring was found
the crouched skeleton of a child whose skull had been
cleft through before burial—probably a dedicatory
sacrifice. 'The pottery discovered on the site includes
Beaker and other Early Bronze Age wates.

* It should not be necessary to emphasize that neither
Stonchenge nor any other stone circle had originally the smallest
connection with the Druids, whose cult was not introduced into
Britain till most of the stone circles were a thousand years old.

.



PREHISTORIC PERIOD 19

Another complex of megalithic stone ctrcles and
avenues is at Stanton Drew in Somerset. This, and
the adjacent structure known as the Cove are in our
guardianship. There are three circles, the largest of
which probably onginally consisted of thirty stones,
twenty-seven of which remain, but only three are still
standing ; the smallest was of eight stones, seven of
which are still upnight ; and the third was orginally of
twelve stones, all of which are fallen.  The two former
circles are approached by converging avenues. There
is no record of any excavation ever undertaken at
Stanton Drew, which of all stone citcles bears the
most striking analogies with Avebury, and will doubt-
less repay the effort of really scientific exploration

Two other stone circles 1n our guardanship are
one at Kingston Russell and the small one known
as the Nine Stones at Winterborne Abbas, Both are
1in Dotset between Dotchester and Bridport. Of
Cornish examples ““ The Hurlers *” near St. Cleer, which
is now in our guardianship, consists of three large
circles in a line near together. Close to them 15 a
large round barrow which was found to contan a
skeleton burial with a very early bronze dagger
and a small gold drinking cup.

After the great outpouring of effort in the Late
Neolithic-Barly Bronze Age overlap, which saw the
invasion of so many newcomers from distant lands,

#ha Rennme Ana n Tanlaad caneee sn basea anscl o Too o

gold, and with the Baltic for amber went on, but no
great nvasion occurred, and consequently there was
ndependent development of pottery and bronze types.

But about 1,000 years after the invasion of the
Beaker folk we are presented, especially in the southern
counties, in the Late Bronze Age with the widespread
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evidence of the appearance of a culture from Central -
Europe which is often called in archzological patlance
the Urnfield culture, from the extensive cemeteries of
ctemation burials in urns set in flat graves, from which
the greatest knowledge of this culture has been derived.
In England it only made its appearance gradually,
and its influence was mostly felt in Sussex, Hampshire,
Dorset, and Wiltshire. In this country it is often
referred to as the Deverel-Rimbury culture, from the
urnfields found in western Wiltshire and Dorset.

It was probably in the epoch of the Late Bronze
Age that Cornish tin began to be worked on anything
approaching a large scale for trade overseas, and such.
workings are associated with remains closely akin to
those of the Deverel-Rimbury culture; but there is
evidence of tin having been worked before this time,
and much of the bronze used in England, at least in
the latter part of the Bronze Age, must have been made
with Cornish tin, . .

Our knowledge of the Bronze Age is mainly drawn
from the round barrow burials which are so frequent
on the open uplands of southern England, and especially
obvious to-day on Salisbury Plain. But for permanent
habitation the uplands seem to have been partially
forsaken in many parts of England. The Causeway
camps of an eatlier period were no longer occupied,
and the few traces of habitation found suggest 2 pastoral
people of nomadic or semi-nomadic habits. On
Dartmoor, however, many villages of this penqd have
been found, consisting of groups of stone-built h}lts
with small cultivated plots, which prove an occupation -
of this upland region denser than at any later age.

These conditions were doubtless favoured by the
warm dry climate of the Bronze Age, and it was }al
further climatic change to damper conditions whic
induced the very different habits of the succeeding age.
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TRON AGE

When exactly the first iron implements came to
Britain 1s difficult to determine, probably about 500 b.C.
From about this date until the expansion of the Roman
Empire the domnating fact of Central Eutope was
the rise 1n power and the widespread movements of
the Celtic trbes, Archzologists have divided this
long period of Celtic expansion into two main culture
dwisions known as Hallstatt and La Téne. The fotmer
takes its name from a great necropolis in Austria, the
latter from a celebrated archzological site on the lake
of Neuchitel in Switzerland. La Téne rises to pro-
minence as Hallstatt declines. In both we find the
evolution of new types of pottery, of new weapons
and implements of both bronze and 1ron, and vlumately
of Celtic art and decoration which seems to owe
mottves, stylized 1n a charactenstically Celtic way, to
Ancient Greece

In this country the Iron Age has been divided imnto
three main periods, which for simplicity are known
as A, B, and C. It will be conventent to follow this
drviston.

A. Some time in the seventh century B.C. there
began on the continent of Europe a great expansion of
Celtic tribes caused by pressure from Germanic peoples
moving south from the region of the Baltic. At the
main point of contact, i the district of the lower
Rhine, a mixed Celto-Germanic peaple resulted, who
in later times were known as the Belge, and had an
enormous influence on the history of Britain: but
the main and immediate resvlt of the Germanic pressure
was a widespread movement of Celtic peoples during
the sixth and fifth centuries B.c.

It was just at the time of this movement that the
culture of La Téne was beginning to supersede that of
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Hallstatt, and the westward expansion of the Celts
brought it into France, where it became firmly estab-
lished. But this expansion also meant that those groups
on the edges of the Celtic lands, who were still in the
Hallstatt period of culture, were forced further out by
pressure behind them, and spread to Italy, Spain, and
Britain.

Thus somewhere about soo-450 B.C. there began
the immigration into Britain of fairly numerous and
considerable groups of people, of both sexes, of the
late Hallstatt period of culture, predominantly Celtic
in blood, who established the Iron Age civilization
all over south-eastern England from Weymouth to
the Wash, and on the coast of Yorkshire. The majority
of these invaders probablv came from the Rhineland
and the Netherlands, but included others from the
valley of the Marne. Doubtless Celtic infiltration
into Britain had begun before soo B.c., but the be-
ginning of the Iron Age in England comes with the
invaders of the fourth century B.C.

Under these invaders there was a return to per-
manent habitadon on the uplands, and instead of 2
pastoral nomadic people, a settled agricultural popula-
don is attested by the widespread discovery, largely
bv means of zerial phorography, of the Celtic feld
svstem of cultivadon in terraces, known as lynchets.
On the downs they built, often on the sites of the
ancient neolithic Causeway camps such as Cissbury and
the Trundle in Sussex, great hill-top fortresses defended
by new and more formidable ramparts The number
and size of these hill-top fortress camps in Wiltshire
and Dorset is very remarkable. That they were the
strongholds of tribal groups seems probable, and this
seems to point to 2 phase of tribal consolidation and
consequent warlike activity and defensive needs of
which there are no signs in the preceding Bronze
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Age. The construction, and often the enlargement, of
these camps continued through the centurses preceding
the Roman invasion.

In the southern region three of these early Iton
Age camps are 1n the guardianship of the Office of
Works, namely, Maiden Castle, Dorset ; Bratton Camp,
Westbury, Wiltshire, and Uffington Castle, Berkshire.
Close to this last is the famous White Horse, which
will be referred to agam below.

B. West of the long hine of Dorset and Wiltshire
Iron Age A camps we enter the area of the quite
different Celtic culture known as Iron Age B. The
invaston which produced this culture may perbaps
be connected with the exploitation of the tin mines of
Cornwall, and probably belongs mainly to the second
century B.C. Its effects were first felt perhaps earlter
than this century 1n Cornwall, and it spread to Devon
and Somerset (whence it influenced the A culture of
Wessex and even Sussex), and also gradually permeated
the Severn Valley and the Midlands. In its early
stages this invasion seems once agun to pomt to
Atlantic contacts with Northern Spain, but in the main
it appears that a considerable proportion of the new-
comers came from Brttany, where they had close
cultural connections with the region between the Marne
and the upper Loire. They were probably not homo-
geneous, but they had reached a developed stage of
La Téne culture, which was thus introduced 1nto this
country by them. Although doubtless some shght
infiltration of this culture into the south-eastern
districts was also going on, 1t was these Iron Age B
people who were mainly respousible for the 1ntroduc-
tion into this country of what is popularly recognized
as Celtic ast. Their bronzes and pottery were fre-
quently decorated with scroll work and those stylized
* palmette ” patterns which survived even the long
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Roman occupation, and revived again in the dark ages
before the Norman Conquest.

The Iron Age B people also constructed hill forts,
with more elaborate fortifications, and they preferred,
where stone was available, to build unmortared stone
ramparts rather than mere carthworks., Among the
largest of their forts arc Hembury in Devon and Ham
Hill in Somerset. But the most stupendous of their
fortifications is Maiden Castle (Fig. 4), where the existing
gigantic carthworks were erected perhaps about 100 B.C.
apparently as a result of the conquest by Iron Age B
rulers of the carlier A population, who continued to
exist in much the same stage of culture as before.
Another hill fort in this district in the guardianship
of the Office of Works is Blackbury Castle, near
Southleigh in Devon, but nothing is known as to its
date.

Perhaps the most interesting relics of these people
in southern England are the lake villages of Glaston-
bury and Meare, where the most highly developed
products of their art have been discovered. These
arc now mostly preserved in the Taunton Museum.
Open villages of this period are also fairly numerous
in Cornwall, generally within the shelter of a hill fort.
Onpe such village is in our guardianship, namely,
Chysauster, about three miles north of Penzance.
This seems to have originated in the fitst centuty B8.C.,
and it continued in occupation under the Roman
Empire up to the third century A.p. The houses
consist of oval enclosures of thick, dry-built masonry,
forming an open court from which various rooms
open. The shape is common to other Cornish villages
of this type, which often contain a curious under’;
ground chamber known locally as a * Fougou.
Parallels to these are found in Scotland and Ireland.

It is to the period of Iron Age B that the great
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age of the tin mines of Cornwall belongs. Herodotus
had heard of the “ Tin Islands ” in the fifth century,
and merchants from the Greek City of Massilia
(Marscilles) were certainly engaged in this trade in
the fourth and third centuntes, and the archzological
evidence seems to prove that the great period for the
exploitation of Cornish tm was between 350 2nd g0
B.c. It is important to remember that the Romans
did not mine the tin of Cornwall before A.p. 250 2nd
then only very little, and that their occupation of the
Duchy was late and only very partial, Neither
Strabo nor Pliny mention un as an export of Cornwzl!
in the first century A.0, and Casar only heard of 2 2+
second-hand from the Kentsh tribes, who told ix 3
came from the “ interior.”

C. ‘The third great 1nvasion of the Iron £ye 2o0f
place about 75 B.C. The nvaders were of ghe mivs?
Celto-Germanic people known as the Belyz, v
we have alreadr noticed in the region of Ze ke
Rhine. They bad <pread over north-ezmery Fomes
during the preceding cenmdes, and hed gy Lo
culture of Lz Tene, and eatly inthe Sepvamna 22
some of them crossed to Britzin, shere for ooy
the south-eastern disimicts (with fe eomermlo o7
Sussex), subdming the eadier Jrom L o e n
who were edill for the most past of Ziw Sxllieete 5 oo

Berween 8 asd <5 20 whes i e g
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order to oppose the invader.  After his victory Casar -
imposed tribute on the British tribes, but it does not
appear that any serious attempt was made to collect it :
his invasions, however, secem to have achieved their
object, and we hear no more of British interference in
Gaul.  On the contrary, the Roman conquest of Gaul
led to a fresh invasion of Brirain by Belgic refugees
from the Roman power. One Commius, chief of the
Atrcebates (who give their name to Arras) had been a
loyal ally of Cwsar in Gaul; but in 52 B.C. he joined
the great Gallic rebellion against Rome, and on its
failure he became an outlaw, and early in 50 B.C. he
escaped to Britain with numerous followers from his
own Atrebates and other Belge.  He established himself
in the country between Southampton Water and the
Thames, and apparently brought it under the rule of
himself and his sons.

Of monuments under our guardianship the only one
which can with some confidence be ascribed to the Belge
is the White Horse at Uffington. This, the eatliest of
the white horses cut in the turf of the chalk dowans,
bears a striking resemblance to the horse that appears
on the reverse of so many pre-Roman British coins.
These coins are decadent imitations of the gold staters
of Philip of Macedon, stamped with a head in profile
on the abverse and 2 horsed chariot on the revetse.
These staters became current at Rome as the result of
the Roman conquest of Macedonia 194167 B.C., and
were introduced into Gaul by Roman trade in the
second half of that century. There they were imitated
by the Gallic tribes, and from Gaul these imitations
in decadent form spread to Britain, but were not
struck there till the arrival of the Belgz, who were
thus the first to strike coins in this country. The

Uffington White Horse is typical of one stage of the
devolution of the coin design based originally on
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the horsed chariot of the Macedonan stater, and is
thus almost certainly to be attributed to the people
who first struck these coins in this country. (Bratton
camp also has an adjacent White Horse, In its present
form it dates from the eighteenth century, but 1t 1s
possible that there was originally another Belgic hotse
on ot near this site.)

So far from the Belge being primitive savages
(as has erroncously been deduced from the pages of
Cazsar) thete can be no doubt that they possessed a
high degree of very real avilization when they reached
these coasts. Dunng the century jo B.C.~A.D. 50,
the progtess in the southern parts of Britain was very
rapid. Though the Belgic invaders bult hill forts
these seem mostly to be purely military works con-
centrated on frontiers rather than the tribal capitals
of the earlier stages of the Iron Age. Their urban
centres wete on plateau sites such as Silchester, which
was perhaps Commuus’ capital, 1n notth Hampshire, or
the successive capitals of the Catuvellauntan princes at
Verulamium (St. Alban’s) and Colchester. With this
also goes the tcndenay towards larger social groups
than the tribe.  Already in Cesar’s time Cassivellaunus
was recognized as leader in war of all the tribes affected
by the invaston: after Casar’s departute he con-
solidated thus position, and early 1n the first century A.p.
his g:an‘dsng Cu{lcbclix\e rulecll over the chieftains of

N ,
took to striking coins on the Roman model with Roman
inscriptions, and called themselves by the Laun title
Rex, and_goods of Roman manufacture were quite
common in the markets of Belgic Britain.
Cunobeline’s long reign (about A.n. 5—40) was a
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pelziod of more or less peaceful development, though
it is .clear that the expansion of his rule made him
enemies among other Belgic chieftains, and that the
growth of Belgic power was a menace to the non-Belgic
peoples of Sussex and the west, and caused them to
look for succour towards Rome.

I have written in the above survey of successive
waves of invasion which imposed new cultures and
ways of life on South and Eastern Britain, cultures
which were only slowly absorbed in the Notth and
West. In view of the probability that few of these
invasions other than the first Belgic were undertaken
by large numbers in the nature of any mass migration,
and also of the probability that few women accompanied
their menfolk in the hazard of the seas, it is almost
certain that by the close of the prehistoric period the
population of Britain was already of very mixed race.
Doubtless when the Romans came the form of speech
had become Celtic universally, but that the inhabitants
were mainly or even predominantly Celtic in race is
unlikely. Cesar himself noted the contrast between
the tall fair-haired elements and the short dark-haired.
Cleatly many strains from neolithic and Early Bronze
Age times sutrvived in the ranks below the aristocracy
of Celtic watrior chiefs.

Throughout prehistoric times the greater part of
the lowlands and valleys of England were densely
forested, and until iron came into general use man
could make little headway against the forest. Until
the Early Iron Age invasions of the last three centurles
before Czsar the potter’s wheel and wheeled vehicles
were unknown, horses-and cattle were bol;h small in
stature compared with our present domestic animals.
But the eatliest neolithic occupants of the Avebury area
already possessed domestic cattle, horses, pigs, goats
and hunting dogs. All through prehistoric times the
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bow and arrow was the prncipal weapon used 1n hunt-
g, and the use of flint arrowheads lasted for many
centuries after the first introduction of bronze.

Immense strides have been made 1n the art and
science of archzology 1n recent years in Bratain as else-
where. But, though the available data are increasing
rapidly, it 1s still too soon for us to be able to formulate
those general deductions which are ultumately required
to write our island story with either completeness or
confidence. It 1s only by being able to collect fully
authenticated materral from many different areas of
‘Western Europe that we can hope to paint that com-
plete picture of which we can at present only draw the
outline sketch. The southern counties of England are
particularly rich 1n prehistoric remains, and as much
scientific work has been done on them as 1n any area.

Even Avebury and Stonechenge present numerous
problems the solutions of which are still only tentative.
Above all, there 1s a danger 1 attempting to 1solate any
one area of investigation. We must seek to interpret
the data revealed by the spade 1n an area like Southern
England in the hight of knowledge obtammed from
places as far apart as Portugal and Denmark, or the
Outer Hebrides and the Rhine. Nothung is more
remarkable than the wide diffusion of the evidences of
similar cultures 1n our prehistoric periods, and 1t 1s only
by the scientific collation of these that we can tell at all
accurately the story of the earliest colomzation of
Britain by our remote ancestors.
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The two invasions of Julius Czsar belong in effect
to the preceding period of British history, and have
been described in that context. For nearly a hundred
years after them Britain was left alone by the Roman
Government, unti] the peaceful penetration of Roman
traders and the hostile rivalries of British chieftains
made the time ripe for the annexation which Julius
had dreamed of and which Augustus had on two
occasions contemplated.

In A.D. 43 the Emperor Claudius gave orders for
the invasion and conquest of Britain, and an army of
four legions, with auxiliaries, was landed on the coast
of Kent under the command of Aulus Plautius Silvanus.

One of their ports of disembarkation was certainly
Richborough (Portus Rutupiz) (Fig. 5), which is in
our guardianship. Here among the successive traces of
occupation lasting four centuries can be seen part of
the fortifications thrown up by the legions of Aulus
Plautius to protect their base on landing.  Richborough
was at that time an island in the estuary of the Stous,
and was probably connected with the mainland by 2
causeway. _ )

The opposition of the non-Belgic to the Belgic
tribes was exemplified by Cogidubnus, King of Sussex,
who hastened to join the Romans, and as a reward
was left in enjoyment of his kingdom till his death.
A large inscription is still preserved at Chichester in
which he is given the unique title of “King and
Legate of the Emperor in Britain.”

30
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The main resistance of the Belgic kingdom of the
Catuvellauni, though fierce, was soon crushed by the
capture of their capital near Colchester (Camulodunum).
The subsequent obstinate resistance of Caratacus,
Cunobeline’s son, 1o the mountains of Wales does not
concern us here. Once the main Belgic power had
been broken, the conquest of the south and west
followed farly easily. It was entrusted to the Second
Legton, then under the command of the future Emperot
Vespasian, who, we are told by Suetonts, captured
twenty British hill forts 1n the course of thts campaign.
These were no doubt mostly those of the western
Belge, and must have included Hod Hill 1n Dorset,
where there is 2 Roman forttfied camp in a corner
of the Belgic earthwork, and perhaps also Maiden
Castle, where evidence of Belgic occupation super-
imposed on the earlier remains has recently been
found.

The Roman conquest though rapid was complete.
Within five years of the first invasion the Romans
were mining the lead of the Mendips, and there was no
further military activity south of the Thames for nearly
250 years.

The achievements of the Roman Empire during
that period were the victories of peace. _Local govern-
ment was instituted, according to the Roman practice
in Gaul, on the basis of the exssting tribal divistons,
each tribe having its own tetntory with a capital town.
In southern England there were six such tribal states—
the Cantii of Kent, capital Canterbury (Durovernum),
‘the Atrebates of Berkshire, Surrey, and north Hamp-
shire, capital Silchester (Calleva, probably Commius’
old capital), the Belge of Hampshire and Sometset,
capital Winchester (Warnta) #ha Ranai af Cuccar ~anioal
Chichester (Noviom .
capital- Dorchester (1
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Devon, capital Exeter (Isca). Five of these six towns
are covered by modern cities, but the sixth, Silchester,
is almost bare of modern buildings and was systemati-
cally excavated in the last years of the nineteenth
century. ‘Though it is now buried once more, an
excellent idea of it can be gained from Reading Museum,
where most of the finds are preserved, and where there
are plans and models of the buildings, including one
of a Christlan church, probably of the fourth century,
the only one hitherto known in Roman Britain. The
walls of Silchester still stand above ground, and the
northern side is now under the guardianship of the
Office of Works. They have not yet been accurately
dated, but by analogy should belong to the late first
or early second century.

Another Roman town of importance in the south
is Bath (Aqua Sulis), which was apparently only a
health-resort, and not the capital of any tribe; but it
contains, in its baths, one of the most interesting
monuments of the Roman era in the country. They
are in the custody of the Corporation of Bath.

Another feature of the flourishing period of the
Roman Empire in Britain is the Villas, which are
numerous in the southern counties. Among the largest
may be mentioned Folkestone in Kent, Bignor in
Sussex, and Brading in the Isle of Wight. It is, of
course, a mistake to suppose that these villas were
inhabited by immigrant Romans from Italy. They
were the farms and houses of well-to-do British-born
gentry, whose ancestors had fought against Casar and
Claudius ; and it was the greatest achievement of the
Empire to turn such people into Romans.

Perhaps the most important factor in the Roman-
izing ”* of the country was the road-system. The great
majority of the main Roman roads were laid out by
military engineers to meet the needs of the army
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during the pertod of conquest. This is exemplified
in eastern Kent where four roads from the four ports
of Reculver, Richborough, Dover, and Lympne
converge on Canterbury, whence the road now known
as Watling Street (most of which is still 1n use) proceeds
direct to the crossing of the Thames at Southwark.
But when once their military purpose had been served
the roads remained as a cvilizing agency of the first
importance, and 1t is worth notice that the centre of
the road-system was London. In south England,
apart from those highways already mentioned, roads
ran from London to Chichester and on to Pottchester,
and from London to Silchester, where four routes
diverged to Gloucester, Bath, Dorchester and Exeter,
and Winchester and the coast. Few Roman toads are
more striking to-day than the section of the Dorchester
road south-west of Salisbury stnding over Oakley
Down near Pentridge in north Dorset, and cutting
through Bronze Age barrows in 1ts path.  Thus section
is scheduled as an Ancient Monument The road-
system terminated for the first two centurtes of this
petiod at Exeter, which represented for so long the
mit of Roman penetration 1n that direction,
Cotnwall remained outside the area of Roman ad-
ministration till the third century,

Meanwlhule, during this peaceful period the original
base-camp ot ot * )
changes.

a military «

other bui _

the end of the first century these buildings were swept
away and a great monument was built, probably to
commemorate the conquest of Brtamn, The huge
concrete foundation 30 feer deep of this monument
remains, and is a prominent feature of the site. The
monument was cased with slabs of imported Italian
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marble, and bore an inscription, too little of which has
up to the present been found to make 2 restoration
p'os.s‘tblc. During the second and third centuties
civilian buildings of the kind common in other towns
grew up in the shadow of it.

In the Jater years of the third century military
activity again became necessary in the south owing to
the raids of Saxon pirates, and as a result a small fort
was established at Richborough around the monument ;
the triple ditches of this fort have been excavated and
arec now left open. Shortly afterwards, in the later
part of the same century, a larger area was enclosed
by the existing stone fort, the walls of which remain
up to 25 feet high in places, and are no less than 11
feet thick. Its plan was rectangular, and the wall was
strengthened by turrets, and surrounded by a double
ditch. A comprehensive selection of the important
finds made during the recent excavations is shown to
the public in the museum erected on the site. ‘

This stone fort at Richborough was one of a seties
of similar forts erected at about this time to guard the
east and south coasts from Saxon raids, and which
extended from the Wash to Spithead. In the fourth
century these were under the command of a special
officer with the title of ““ Count of the Saxon Shore.”
Three other forts of this Saxon Shore series in the
Southern Counties besides Richborough are under our
guardianship, namely, Reculver (Regulbium), Pevensey
(Anderida), and Portchester (Portus Adurni).

At Reculver no systematic excavation of the
Roman remains has been carried out.  Pevensey (Fig. 7)
seems to be slightly later than the others and to belong
to the eatly fourth century. Moreover, 1t 15 oval, not
rectangular, and its walls are prm{lded with sphd semi-
circular bastions. The material is mainly flint rubble
and green sandstone, with bonding cousses of brick
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and ironstone. As late as 1147 when Pevensey was
besteged by King Stephen, it proved impregnable
because of the strength of “ 1ts most ancient walls.”
William the Conqueror had landed at Pevensey, and
before the end of the eleventh century the Norman
Lord de Aquila had begun the construction within
the large Roman fortress of an inner bailey and keep,
but clearly 1t was the old Roman curtain then still
intact which made the place impregnable in those
days.

The existing appearance of Portchester (Fig. 6) is
even more impressive than Pevensey. In fact, next to
Hadrian’s Wall st 15 the most remarkable Roman
monument in Bmtan. High tdes in Portsmouth
harbour stll reach the foot of the great Roman walls
with their hollow semicircular basttons. Portchester,
like Richborough,1s rectangular,and 1s one of the largest
of the Saxon Shore forts, contatning withun its walls an
atea of about eight acres. The north-west corner is
now filled by the twelfth ceatury Norman keep and
extensive remains of the medizval castle, and the south-
west by the beautiful twelfth-century church of an
Augustinian  Priory—now the Parish Church. But
large though these later works are, the great expanse
of the Roman fortress surrounded n the main by its
original walls and towers constitutes one of out finest
monutnents.

There are the remains of another Saxon Shore fort
at Lympne and there was one at Dover, but its site 75
now covered by the modern town.  Thereis, howeves,
another Roman building there which is in our guardies-
ship, and that is the lighthouse which serves z1 the
tower of the Saxon church of St, Mary in iz,
Till the exghteenth century another similas som er ¢orrpd
on the western side of the harbour, but " i
ruin, (It appears that the western Ligtefemse o
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contemporary with the Saxon Shore system, but the
existing one may well be much earlier.) Underlying
thc; medizval castle of Carisbrooke in the Isle of
Wight are the walls of a tectangular Roman fort
probably of late date.

Two other monuments of the Roman period are
in the guardianship of the Office of Works. These are
the small temple on Jordan Hill, Weymouth, and the
similar temple within the great Iron Age fort of Maiden
Castle. The latter was of a type known as Romano-
Celtic which is commonly found both in Gaul and in
Britain. It had a priest’s house adjacent and is of
interest as it was completed not eatlier than 367, and
was repaired later than 379. The Jordan Hill temple
was unscientifically excavated in 1843, and it is not
now possible to assign a definite date to it, but the
presumption from the coins and pottery found is that
it also was occupied in the later years of the fourth
century. This recrudescence of paganism in the last
years of official Roman rule, and in the case of Maiden
Castle, the re-use of a pre-historic earthwork for the
purpose, is 2 most interesting phenomenon, which has
a parallel at Lydney in Gloucestershire.

In 410 the usurper Constantine IIT withdrew the
troops from Britain to fight for the throne of the
Empire, and it is unlikely that they ever returned.
The self-governing communities of Britain were told
by the legitimate Emperor Honorius to make shift for
themselves, and to defend their land as best they could
against Pictish and Saxon invaders. That they held
out for over a century with no help from outside, and
went down fighting speaks well for the vitality of
Roman culture in Britain. Italy itself succumbed to
Theodoric the Ostrogoth before Roman Britain was

overrun by the Saxons. . .
It is toythis age that Arthur and his knights belong,
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and we are getting out of the realm of history into that
of romance. Our knowledge of fifth and even sixth
century England derivable both from written record
and from the spade of the archzologist is still sparse
and meagre, and we do not get back to any real
certainty uatil the arrival of the Chrstian missionaries
both from Papal Rome and from Ireland and Wales
at the end of the sixth century. And that is the

inning of our medizval rather than the continuance
of our Roman past.
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It has been possible so far to relate the monuments
to brief historical sutveys, but now that the medizval
petiod has been reached it will be more convenient to
readers to depart from this plan, partly because it is
clearly impossible to compress even a summary of the
history of our southern counties from the Saxon
invasions to the Renaissance into the compass of this
guide, and partly because the monuments of this long
period, with its manifold developments of religious and
secular architecture, do not lend themselves to that
treatment, since they frequently exhibit the differing
styles of four or five centuties.

The medizval monuments will therefore be dealt
with in two main divisions—the Anglo-Saxon period,
and the period from the Norman Conquest to the
Renaissance, and instead of a history illustrated by
the archzological remains, only so much historical
introduction will be given as is necessary to an under-
standing of the individual monuments referred to in

this survey.

ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD

The Saxon invasion and settlement of our southern
counties emerged in history in the Kingdom of Kent,
and somewhat later in the leadership of the Kingdom
of Wessex. Cornwall and the greater part of Devon
continued its Romano-Celtic civilization .indepcndent.ly
until the harrying of the country by King Egbert in
the ninth century. Never efectively Romanized,
Cornwall has a history of its own, with contacts with

38 '
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Iteland on the one hand and Bnttany on the other (as
during the prehistoric period), tather than with Saxon
England throughout the greater part of the Datk
Ages. That King Mark, Tnstram and Iseult are
historical Cornish personages to be seen dimly through
the distorting spectacles of later medieval legend is
probable, and Arthur may well have been a real hero
of the last days of the Romano-British struggles against
the Saxons. His peculiar connectton with Cornwall
is probably due to his memory being preserved in the
one part of southern Brtain which was not overrun
by the 1nvaders.

On the exposed promontory of Tintagel in Cornwall
stand the ruins of a twelfth and thirteenth century Not-
man castle (Fig, 16), but recent excavation has proved
that long before these constructions the site was occupied
by an important Celtic monastic settlement, which was
founded about A.n. 500 and lasted unul the middle
of the ninth century. This romantic site 15 now 1n
the guardianship of the Office of Works, and though 1t
has no authentic connectton with Arthur, the remains
of the early Celtic monastery, so far unique 1n the south
of England, are of the greatest interest and importance

‘Two works remaining from the period of the Saxon
conquest may be mentioned here, though they are not
in our guardianship. ‘These are the two earthworks
known as Bokerley Dyke and Wansdyke. The best
stretch of Bokerley Dyke 15 to be seen where it crosses
the Salisbury-Blandford road near Woodyates. This
giganttc defensive earthwork runs for about nine miles
from a pont in Cranhourne Chase to the top of Blagdon
Hill in Hampshire, and for nearly two miles forms the
boundary between that county and Dorset. The ditch
is on the north and east side of the bank. Wansdyke
runs from the Bristol Channel near Portishead in an
easterly direction and termnates in the neighbourhood

4
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of Hungerford in Berkshire : its ditch is on the north
side. These two earthworks were thus designed to
defend the countty to the south and west. Bokerley
Dyke has been ptoved to have been fitst made in the
late fourth century, during the Roman period, perhaps
during the great Pictish invasion of A.p. 367, but it
was trestored and enlarged considerably later, and in this
form dates from the eatlier period of the Teutonic
invasions of the fifth century. Wansdyke, which is
of much the same date, can be well seen near Beck-
hampton, in Wiltshire.

At the other end of our region—in eastern Kent—
the Office of Works is guardian of three monuments of
this period witnessing .the earliest developments of
Christianity among the Saxons. In the latter half of
the sixth century the culture of Kent was a thing apart
from that of the rest of England. The magnificent
collection of Kentish jewellery and other objects from
Faversham now in the British Museum attests the
superiority in design and craftsmanship of such articles
in the possession of the dwellers in east Kent over
those in other pasts of England at that time. Now
we have it on Bede’s authority that Kent and the Isle
of Wight were colonized by Jutes rather than by
Saxons, from whom they differed considerably. But
it has been suggested with considerable probability
that the Jutish overlords of east Kent, with their
principal capital at Canterbury, came to our shores not
directly from Jutland but after a considerable temporasy
settlement on the middle Rhine, where they were 1n
touch (and in England they remained in tquch) with
the Danube and otiental trade. Suffice it to say that
associated finds at Faversham included large cowric
shells of a type only known in the Indian Ocean.

In 593 Ethelbert, King of Kent, married t‘hc
daughter of Caribert, King of the Franks, and was



e e e Bty dotd

A \‘ulqﬁ R ." RN
% ’
K o i
Nining E

-y

Fic. 10.—Muchelney Abbey.






MEDIAZVAL PERIOD 41

recognized as ovetlord of all the Anglo-Saxon king-
doms south of the Humber. Soon after this marriage
with a Christian princess from the Continent he erected
for her the still existing Church of St. Martin on the
eastern outskirts of Canterbury, where in 597 he was
himself baptized by St. Augustine.

Apart from this Church of St. Martin, there are 1n
close vicinity on the ground which was later covered
by the Norman Abbey Church of St. Augustine, the
remains of three churches dedicated to 8§ Peter and
Paul, to Our Lady and to St. Pancras, 2all daung from
the early seventh century. In the first of these three
excavation has revealed the empty tombs of six of
the first Archbishops of Canterbury, and of several of
the Kentish kings.

On this site developed the Benedictine Abbey of
$S. Peter, Paul, and Augustine, and shortly before the
Norman Conquest the Saxon Abbot Wulfric pulled
down parts of the first two churches, and began to
build 2 great rotunda to join them 1nto a single
church, This work was unfinished at the time of the
Conquest, and the first Norman Abbot abandoned
the scheme and built a Norman church of usual plan
over the Saxon foundations. These foundations have
been excavated and can now be seen, and the site 1s
about to be handed over to the Office of Works by
St. Augustine’s Missionary College, which occupies
part of the site of the Abbey.

Visible from a great distance there stll stand the
gaunt twin towers of Reculver Church, built instde
the Roman Saxon Shore fort at the mouth of the
Wantsum, through which ships could sail as late as
Tudor times between Thanet and the mainland of
Kent. These twp towers are the sad remnants of a
large Norman church budt 1n the twelfth century and
enlarged in the thitteenth, the greater part of which

oy
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was wantonly destroyed by the deliberate action of the
then vicar and his churchwardens in 1 809. The towers
were saved by purchase by Trinity House on account
of their value as beacons for mariners. Beneath and
incotporated in the Norman church are the remains

of a most important Saxon church founded by King
Egbert of Kent in A.p. 669. It consisted of an aisle-
less nave, about 37 feet long, and a chancel ending
in an apse polygonal without and round within. The
nave was separated from the chancel by an arcade resting
on two lofty stone columns now happily preserved in
the Infirmary cloister of Canterbury Cathedral. On
either side of the nave there was a rectangular chamber.
The walls were built of flint with bands of Roman
brick, and the floor was of a pink mortar. It was
enlarged in Saxon times. The whole site is now
under the guardianship of the Office of Works, and
the foundations of the Saxon Church are exposed. A
notable feature of the church was a great stone ctoss
which stood in front of the arcade dividing the nave
from the chancel : it is stated by Leland to have been
g feet high. It consisted of a cross on a round column,
carved with bold figures of Christ and the Apostles.
Some fragments of this fine sculpture may be seen
preserved in the neighbouting modern church of
Hillborough. Everything would seem to point to 2
* seventh century date for this exceptional work—the
only early sculpture in the south of England that can
rank in excellence with the great Anglian crosses of
Bewecastle in Cumberland and Ruthwell in Dumfries-
shire of near the same date. The reckless desttuction
of so much of Reculver Church as recently as 130 yeats
ago is one of our greatest archzological losses in the
south of England.- . )

Very fragmentary remains of another Saxon churc
of pre-Conquest date stand within the walls of the
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Roman Saxon Shore fort of Richborough. Rich-
borough is the traditional site of the landing of St.
Augustine in 597, and the chapel was probably erected
to commemorate that important event, at a time when
the tradition had become well-established. A stone
reputed to bear the impression of St. Angustine’s foot,
made when he stepped on shore, was kept 1n the
Chapel, which in consequence was much frequented
by pilgrims. It was rebuilt 1n the twelfth century,
and continued 1n use until the sixteenth,

There are no monuments of the Viking or Damsh
petiod 1n our guardianship in the southern counties
which were the scene of Alfred’s resistance to the
invaders, but 1n Cornwall there 1s in our custody an
interesting monument of the ninth century, namely,
“King Dontert’s” nscribed stone, near St. Cleer,
Ths is part of a grantte cross-shaft 4 feet 6 inches high,
ornamented with carved panels of interlaced pattetn of
the type common at this period, and bearing the
inscrippon DONIERT ROGAVIT PRO ANIMA.
Donjest 1s believed to be the same as Durngarth, King
of Cornwall, who s reputed to have been drowned 1n
the River Fowey about a.D. 870. With it is part of
another cross-shaft with similar decoration.

To the last century before the Norman Conquest
belongs the Church of St. Maty in Castro at Dover,
which is maintained by the Office of Works since it is
used as the garnson church. It dates originally from
about A.D, 1000. In the cighteenth century it became
desecrated, and was used as a barrack store, but 1n
1860 1t was over-restored and tastelessly redecorated
by Sir Gilbest Scott, and was re-consecrated 1n 1862,

THE MIDDLE AGES
Our medizval monuments, from the Norman
Conquest to the Renaissance, can be most conveniently
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treated by subdivision into ecclesiastical and secular
buildings, or to be precise into monastic buildings-and
castles.

1. Monastic Buildings. .

When compared with the numerous and fine
monastic buildings in our guardianship in other regions,
the southern counties are poor. In this district
monastic churches were ecither, like Romsey, Christ-
church, Sherborne, and Malmesbury, converted into
parish churches, or were ruthlessly destroyed.

There are only three religious houses in the southern
counties the remains of which are in our guardianship,
though we have a few other small buildings which were
connected with monastic foundations and which will
be included under this head. The beautiful little
Norman Priory Chutch of Portchester, though within
the walls of the Roman fort, is not in our care, since
it is the parish church.

- It has been seen from Tintagel that monastic
communities existed in the old Celtic Church, which
in the Dark Ages of the Teutonic invasions kept alive
in the west the Christianity of the Roman Empire,
and in the north of England similar institutions were
produced by the Anglian people of Northumbria
under the influence of the Celtic missionaries from
Tona. But in the south of England the regular rule
of St. Benedict was introduced almost immediately by

the missionaries from Rome, and numetrous Benedictine
foundations existed before the Norman Conquest.

The Saxon Abbey of St. Augustine at Canterbury
has already been mentioned. Hete as elsewhere the
Normans superimposed ovet the Saxon foundations 2
far more grandiose structure. Remains of the crypt
and painted decoration on the plaster -walls of its

chapels are still visible.
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Another Benedictine House in our guardianship
which dates originally from Saxon times 1s Muchelney
Abbey in Somerset, near Langport (Fig, 10). It stands
on what 13 really an island 1n Sedgemoor, and in time of
flood 15 still liable to be cut off from all communication
byland. According to one tradition it was founded and
endowed by King Athelstan in expration of the murder
of the Atheling Edwin 1n 933, but there is evidence
that 1t was a good deal alder and 1ts onginal foundation
is with more probabulity ascribed to King Ina, 688—726.
It was never a house of any great wealth of 1mpottance,
and at the dissolution there was an abbot, a prior, and
only eight monks.

No traces of any butldings of Saxon date have been
found. Of the church only the foundations of the
north and east walls have been uncovered, and these
belong to the Norman building of about 1100, though
in the fifteenth century the eastern apse was destroyed
and a new and longer presbytery etected. The rest
of the church, the clotster, and the east and west ranges
still await excavation. The matn portionls now to be
seen consist of the Rere-dotter, originally of the
twelfth century, but altered 1n the thirteenth, which
stands by 1tself, and a block comprsing the south
walk of the closster, part of the Frater, the Kitchen,
and the Abbot’s Lodging. These buildings in their
present form date from the late fifteenth and eatly
sixteenth centuries, and contain some magnificent
work of that period. After the dissolution the Abbey
and its lands were granted to Edward Seymour, Earl
of Hertford, and later Duke of Somerset. ‘The
Abbot’s Lodging was used as a dwelling-house, and
the other buildings fell steadily into decay.

The other two religious houses in ‘our guardian-
ship are both of later date, and belong to Orders which
were not 1nstituted tid] the twelfth century, and they
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are not among the carliest foundations of those
Orders.

thlcy Abbey (Fig. 8) on Southampton Water was
a Cistercian House, a daughter of Beaulicu across the
Water, and was founded in 1239 by King Henry 111
Though not of the first rank as regards size, it is vers
complete, and of quite exceptional beauty.  The ruins
are extensive, and the walls of the church and of the
greater part of the conventual buildings arc still
standing.  Although later in date than most Cistercian
foundations, the orthodox ground plan of the Order
was adhered to in the main, though with some modifica-
tions which had already been found desirable in carficr
houses. At Netley, except for some Tudor alterations
made after the dissolution, practically all existing
structures date from the middle of the thirtcenth
century, and few purer or more refined examples of
the Early English style at its best remain to us,  The
delicacy of the tracery of the windows, the phin
architectural treatment of the capitals, and the excellence
of the masonry make Netley one of the most attractive
monastic buildings in the country. )

Within a few miles of Netley are the remains o
Titchfield Abbey (Fig. 9) founded in 1222 by Peter de
Roches, Bishop of Winchester, as a house of Preman:
stratensian Canons. The church was completed e
consecrated in 1238, At the dissolution in 1537 ir was
given by King Henry VIIT to Thomas Wrintheskey, Farl
of Southampton, who immediately began to transtoos
the Abbey into a mansion for himselt,  The manspm,
known as “Palaice House,” was visited by Kinz
Edward VI and by Queen Elizabeth, It was oo Tred
field that King Charles I fled from %‘Inmptrm ( A
1647, and there he was whken prisoner i}g; oot
Hammond, and thence conveged o Carisbrocny
Castle,

4

§
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Of the thirteenth-century church only patt of the
nave survives, as transformed into his Palace House
by Wriothesley, who pulled down the choir and south
transept. ‘The cloister, which was on the north side,
became the courtyard of the house, and the nave
became the south wing. It was cut through the muddle
to form the great gate of the mansion; turrets were
added, and Tudor windows and fireplaces inserted 1n
the nave walls. The nave thus transformed is now
almost the only part standing above ground, but many
fine monastic tles of the fourteenth century paving
of the cloister walks may still be seen i 5225, Much of
the detail of the entrance to the Chapter House also
survives, and parts of the thirteenth century central
door, with its detached shafts and the Purbeck marble
sills of the windows which flanked 1t can still be seen,
while the rest 1s embedded in the Tudor masonry.
This complex of thirteenth-century church and Tudor
secular transformation s of very constderable archi-
tectural interest.

The great Abbey of Glastonbury, one of the holiest
spots in the land, where according to the legend St.
Joseph of Arimathea first preached the Christian faith

- - R

U

guardianship of the Office of Works. One of these
1s the Abbot’s Trbunal or Court House, erected by
Abbot Richard Beere in the latter part of the fifteenth
century 1n the High Street of the town. In front1sa
long window extending the full width of the ground
floor room, to which 1t gives light, and over this is a
characteristic bay window below a cormce and plain
patapet. Over the entrance are panels contuning
the arms of King Edward IV supported by the Black
Bull of Clare and the White Lion of Mortimer, The
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fine oak ceilings have been restored, and there is some
contemporary linen-fold panelling.

The other of these buildings is the “ Fish House »
not very far distant at Meare. It was probably built
In the second quarter of the fourtéenth century for the
Abbey official in charge of the fishponds. It is 2 smal),
plain, rectangular structure with a door and windows
of its period. . '

At Abbotsbuty in south Dorset the Office of Works
has taken over the care of the small and beautifully-
vaulted chapel on the conspicuous hill-top, which, like
so many other hill-tops in the country, is dedicated to
St. Catherine. It is of fifteenth century date and was
probably served by the adjacent Abbey, which, save for
its great tithe-barn nearby, has almost entirely
disappeared. '

The Garrison Church at Portsmouth is now main-
tained by the Office of Works. Though considerably
altered and much restored, it was originally a thirteenth-
century hospital dedicated to St. John the Baptist and
St. Nicholas. This hospital was founded by Bishop
Peter des Roches of Winchester about the year 1214.
The vaulted chancel of three bays, originally the hospital
chapel, is of great architectural interest and dates from
the thirteenth century. King Chatles II was married
to Catherine of Braganza in this church on May 21st,

1662,

CASTLES

The castles in the southern counties which are
maintained by the Office of Works, ot are in our
guardianship, number twenty-two. These fall into
three groups according to their initial date, namely,
Norman, late Fourteenth Century, and Tudor, and are

dealt with under those heads.



Lower Chapel in Keep.

Fig. 12 —Doxer Castle,



FiG. 13.—Dover Castle. Constable’s Tower.
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(a) Norman.

In Old Sarum (Fig. 11) we have 1n our guardsanship
an important monument which dates from early 1n the
reign of William the Conquetor, and is of exceptional
scale and interest.  Though now deprtved of 1ts walls,
towers, and cathedral, Old Sarum, as seen to-day, may
be best described as the largest early Norman fortress
of the * motte and bailey » type 1n the country.

There can be little doubt that the natural hill of
Old Sarum was the site of prehustonic and of Roman
occupation, though hittle has been found to prove 1t.
That it was an important Saxon settlement seems certain,
as it is recorded that King Alfred ordered 1ts fortifica-
tion to be repatred and King Edgar held a Witan there.
It possessed a Royal mint in the days of Canute and
Edward the Confessor.

After harrying the north, Willam the Conqueror
assembled his victorious armies at Old Sarum 1n 1070
and disbanded them there. Before 1078 he trans-
ferred the ancient Saxon bishopric of Sherborne to
Sarisbene, i.e. to Old Sarum. From thts time date
the vast earthworks which we see to-day, transforming
the site intd an imposing citadel. The first Norman
cathedral was completed by Bishop Osmund and
consecrated in 1092. It was situated in the north-
western corner of the fortification. This church,
with its eastern apses, was considerably enlarged and
given a square east end by Bishop Roger who
died in 1139. To his efforts were due the com-
pletion of the great tower or keep on the motte.
Further additions to all the buildings were made
between 1181 and r188. As long as the Bishop was
in charge of castle, cathedral, and ity alike, all was
well. But when Henry II assumed control of the
castle, and appointed his own military Castellan, friction
between the mulitary and ecclesiastical authorities soon
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developed. In 1217 the Dean and Chapter petitioned
Pope Honorius JII to inquire into their many griev-
ances. The outcome was the foundation in 1220 of
the present cathedral nearly 2 miles south of the
great castle. In 1227 the old cathedral was finally
abandoned, and thereafter used asa quarry for buildings
In the new city. Many of the Norman-worked stones
from Old Sarum can still be seen built into the wall
of the precincts round the close. The castle fell into
gradual disuse and decay, and in 1446-7 is described
as no longer of any value. With the final abandon-
ment of the castle in the fiftcenth century, the last
inhabitants left for the new city. But for many
generations, until the Reform Act of 183z, though
without house or inhabitant, it continued to send two
members to the House of Commons by virtue of its
early medizval Charter of Incorporation as a Borough.
It was perhaps the rottenest of the famous rotten
boroughs, but its story is redeemed by the fact that
it sent to Parliament for no less than thirteen ycars
William Pitt, afterwards the great Earl of Chatham.
The grandest Norman keep in the guardianship
of the Office of Works in the southern counties is that
of Dover Castle. It is only exceeded in size by the
White Tower of the Tower of London and the keep
at Colchester, and with the possible exception of the
former there is no finer or better preserved example of
a square Norman keep with all its _claborations o
internal planning. The keep, which is 98 by g6 tect
at ground level and 83 feet high to wall head, with
an additional 1z feet to the turret tops, was built by
King Henry 1I between the years 1181 and ztf;u
The walls ate of exceptional thickness—some 22 jcet
at the base—and in the thickness of the walls are 2

quite unusually large number of mural chambers,
up to the main entrance

The great staircase leading
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is very fine, and s protected by & forcbuilding,  "thiy
forebuilding contains, neat the entrance doarway into
the keep and again on the next storey, two supets
imposed chapels sFig. 12) very richly ornamented with
late Norman mouldings. = The hall of the heep contalng
a small collection of armour. In the heep s a well,
3 feet 3 inches in diameter, anul.\rly hnown w
Harold’s Well, and it may indeed be much older than
the existing keep.  Starting at the well-beadd 0 nunmber
of lead pipes carried the water to varlons 1ooms
throughout the building, a vcri' unusual griangement
at this early date, The well is elear to a depth of
242 feet, and below that is filled with many mote fiet
of rubbish thrown down at different times, principally
by French prisoners during the Napoleonic wars, In
addition to the keep, the Inner line of ramparts and
towers is mainly of twelith-century date, while the
fine outer line, much repaired and altered at differens
dates, was constructed J’un’ng the thirtcenth century,
The Constable’s Tower (Fig. 13), now forming the
entrance for visitors, is a finc example of military
architzetuse of the end of that century, ~ The polypons!
Avrzockes ™ tower of the early thirteenth century s
1t w25 2¢ Dover Castle in 1190 that Richard Grus
¢ Yima zesembled his Crusader Kniphts when be s
Pdiesiine. Tt has been continnoutly garssvorss!
Nerman Conguest, and much of ite 2720 .4
£O¥ remzfed By modern batracks.
Dovzm & gre of e Cingue Pom, %
ey 2t bedng reguired 1o
s Eefenice of the ye2l
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more recent centuries the Lord Warden of the Cinque’
- Ports, who has combined with this ancient office the
Constableship of Dover Castle, has been either a
member of the Royal Family, or a distinguished states-
man, admiral, or general. His official residence is
Walmer Castle, which is referred to later. ‘

Brief reference has already been made to the
Norman additions to the Roman Saxon Shore fortresses
of Portchester and Pevensey.

The keep at Pevensey is of peculiar interest and
unique in type (Fig. 7). Instead of the usual square
Norman keep, we find an irregulatly planned structure
with numerous apsidal projections or bastions. 'This
is of early date, having been built in the last years of
the eleventh or the eatrliest of the twelfth century.
The lord of the castle was then Richer de Aquila,
possibly connected with those Norman adventurers
who made themselves masters of Sicily and many
places in southern and eastern Italy. The gatehouse,
walls and bastions of the inner bailey belong to the
middle of the thirteenth century and are in the fully
developed style of that period.

At Portchester (Fig. 6) the great Norman keep of
ashlar built at the north-west cotner of the Roman fott
was erected by King Henry II between r16o and 1172
It is 40 feet square at the base, where the walls are
8 feet thick. It is an admirable example of a large
Norman keep both within and without. Portchester
has always been 2 Royal Castle, with a Constable
appointed by the Sovereign. The walls of the mnetr
bailey south and east of the keep, and the inner moil1 ,
were also the wotk of the twelfth century, but the
domestic buildings built against these walls, and the
elaborate extensions of the gatehouse and of the drawgr-
bridge over the inner moat are mostly the work ?f the
fourteenth century, principally of King Richard IL.
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Of all the castles in the guardianship of the Office of
Works in the southern counties none is more frequented
by visitors than Carisbrooke (Fig. 14) in the Isle of
Wight, Its association with King Charles I, who was
lodged 1n its walls by the victorious Parliamentatian
forces during the greater part of the last year of his
life, has made 1t 2 special object of pilgrimage. But,
apart from its lustoric associations, 1t 15 one of the
most interesting of all our national monuments from
an archzological point of view.

On the east and west sides of the great Norman
bailey we can still trace the remains of the Roman fort
that occupsed the site. Tt was almost certainly the
scene of the battle in which Cerdic, King of Wessex,
conquered the sslanders 1n A, 530, At the Norman
Conquest the Isle of Wight was granted to Willlam
FitzOsbern, and doubtless the large Norman earth-
work motte was his work or that of his son. From
1107 to 1155 the island was held by one Baldwin de
Redvers, who built the existing circular or shell keep
on the older motte, and enclosed the bafley with a
curtain wall, much of which still stands.

The next mmportant builder was the Countess
Isabel, daughter of Baldwin de Redvers IV, and widow
of one William de Fortibus. She held the castle from
1263 to 1293 and to her we owe the rebutlding of much
of the Great Hall, the adjoining Chapel of St. Peter,
the Great Chamber, the * New * (in 1275) Chamber of
the Countess, and the Well and Well-house nearby.

At the Countess’s death the castle was sold to the
Crown. The twin-towered gatehouse, still the en-
trance to the inner bailey of the castle, was added in
133536, Towards the end of the fourteenth century
Willlam, Earl of Salisbury, who then held the castle,
added to the domestic buildings and provided the hall
with its present fireplace.
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Th‘e much restored buildings in the south-east of
the bailey were added by Anthony de Wydvill, Lord of
the Island, from 1467-1493.

Finally, between 1597 and 16oo new and very
much larger lines of defence were made in the Italian
manner enclosing the whole of the old castle and its
two baileys. In modern times the Governor’s apart-
ments and other domestic buildings have been some-
what drastically restored, and the Chapel of St. Nicholas
rebuilt from its foundations.

The keep of Farnham Castle in Surrey was placed
under our guardianship by the Bishop of Guildford
shortly after that diocese had been carved out of the
ancient diocese of Winchester. The earliest structure
was probably an earthen motte thrown up by Bishop
Walkelin 1070-98, and the castle remained the residence
of the Bishops of Winchester until 1927. Parts of it
are still used as the residence of their successor the
Bishop of Guildford. The great shell keep was built
round the motte by Bishop Henry of Blois 1129-71,
who also built the triangular bailey in which is the
bishop’s residence. The steps leading up to the top
of the keep date from the time of Bishop Fox 1500-28.

The castle fell into the hands of the French in 1216,
but was recaptured next year by the Earl of Pembroke.
During the Civil War it changed bands twice, and
under Cromwell’s rule it was confiscated, and conveyed
to one John Godwyn of Bletchingley; but at the
Restoration it was given back to the Bishop of

i ter.
erffc?;ershall Castle, on the road from Andover to
Marlborough, is maintained by the Commissioners of
Works, as it is on War Office property. The earliest
record of it in history is in 1141, when the Empress
Maud took refuge within its walls, It was a qual
castle, and throughout the thirteenth century the King
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appointed governors who were generally in charge of
Marlborough Castle as well. Kiag Edward II, how-
ever, seems to have appointed no governors, and the
castle fell into decay. * Leland (in 1540) describes it as
“ clene down,” and to-day only fragments of masonry
remain, but extensive earthworks still mark 1ts site.
Ludgershall was a borough, and sent two membets to
Parliament till 1832,

In 1337 King Edward III made his eldest son, the
Black Prince, Duke of Cornwall and thereafter the lands
of the Duchy of © M hos dleos baan ne ananana
of the eldest sc
present King whe N
of the Duchy under our guardianship.

The smallest of these is Lydford 1n Devon. This
was otiginally a Norman earthwork castle of the usual
motte and bailey type, on which a rectangular stone
keep of two storeys was erected 1n the second half of
the twelfth century. Some internal improvements
were effected by Richard, Eatl of Cornwall, about 1260
It early lost its military tmportaace, but 1n the later
Middle Ages the lower floor was used as a prson and
the upper floor for the Stannary Court, or court of the
tin mines of the neighbourhood. This court earned
an unenviable reputation for severity—and Browne,
the local seventeenth-centuty poet, wrote :—

“ 1 oft have heard of Lydford Law
How 1n the morn they hang and draw
And sit 1n judgment after.”

Another castle of Norman origin handed over to our
guardianship by the Duchy of Cotnwall 1s Restormel
(Fig. 13), about 1} miles from Lostwithiel. The
circular motte upon which the castle now stands was
almost certainly erected about the year 1100 by Baldwin
Fitz Turstin, the Sheriff of Cornwall, The masonry
gate may also be of this date, but the circular stone
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keep (125 feet in diameter) dates from about 1200, '
and rooms and other buildings within it were probably
built by Edmund, son of Richard, Earl of Cornwall, at
the end of the thirteenth century. To this date belongs
also the rectangular chapel projected outwards on the
north-east side of the keep. Edward the Black Prince
is known to have visited this castle in 1365. It was
garrisoned and fought for in the Civil War, being
captured by Sir Richard Grenville in 1644, an episode
which closes its history. It forms to-day one of the
most attractive of our ancient monuments in its
woodland setting.

Reference has already been made to the Celtic
monastery at Tintagel in Corawall (Fig. 16). The
name Tintagel first occurs in that famous “ history ” of
Geoffrey of Monmouth in the twelfth century, which
clothed the obscure legends of King Arthur and the
Knights of the Round Table with the romance of later
medizval chivalry. The name is not Celtic but
Norman-French, and its most romantic and impressive
situation may have inspired Geoffrey’s gifts as 2 writer
of fiction. The castle was, in fact, first built by
Reginald, Ea:rl of Cornwall, an illegitimate son of
King Henry I who held Tintagel and other lands of
the earldom from 1140 to 1175. ‘

The visible remains were mostly built between
1236 and 1272 and are due to the efforts of
Richard, Earl of Cornwall, the younger brother of
King Henry III. It was this Earl of Cornwall “who,
in 1257, was chosen by the Electors of Germany as
King of the Romans, and, though crowned with the
silver crown of Germany at Aachen, never attained
the full dignity of Holy Roman Emperor fo which his
ambitions aspired. o i

The castle fell into disrepair and disuse as 2
residence as early as the fourteenth century. The
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F16 14 —Carisbrooke Castle,



581 RANJIT BINGH
of Quandahar befors the British reverses had be-

This 18 1n brief an outhine of the relations be-
tween Ranpt Singh and the Briish Government
Historians have gone 1nto raptures over Ranpts
mgmght mto the existing state of affars Al their
arguments reduce themselves mnto one fundamental
argument that 1t 18 msight 1nto what 18 and what
18 not possible that dishingmwshes a hero from an
adventurer  Viewed 1n this hght Ranpt 18 as much
supertor to Hyder Al as & statesman 18 to an ad
venturer Ranpit once aud I mught perhaps
drive the Bntish (Ungrez Bahadur) as far as Ally
ghur but T should be driven back soross the Jutle]
and out of my kangdom *

Hyder Ali on his death bed admitting his
failure saxd I mught drive the British out of land
but T cannot dry np the ses  All that can be
claimed for Ranjié on this pownt 15 clear mghted
ness  But thig brings us to enother conclusion
that Ranpt limself conld see olearly enough that
his own kangdom 1n such & provocatory prommity
would ere long be absorbed withm the Bntish
Empire  The logic of events was enough to con
vince him  He himself 18 once said to have re-
merked Sab lal ho jayega Bui then what
steps did he take to prevent this calamity? We
know that though in the letters thst passed be-
tween the Bikh and the Briish Governments

* MeGregr Vo, I, p. 35
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neither sun nor moon were spared to attest the
stability of then friendslhip, yet the real basis of
the alliance was self-interest and undoubtedly the
Butish Indian Government profited by the friend-
ship  Ranpt attached too much value to 1t and
yielded on almost every conceivable occasion  As
matters stood the British Indian Government could
not have gained more if they had adopted s contra-
ry pohcy  But we cannot make the same state-
ment so far as the Sikh ruler was concerned

Let us speculate as to what he could have done
1f he had hved to hear of the disasters of the Biitish
in the Kabul campaign McGregor says i this
connection, ‘ Had Ranjit survived to witness the
English disasters in Kabul, he would readily have
discerned that they arose entirely from local cir-
. cumstances and 1n no way deteriorated from Eng-
lish prowess '* But there 18 at least some evidence
to prove that things might have been different In
1837 Ranpt Singh was already making friends
with the Nepalese Government A Nepalese mis-
sion arnived 1 hig cowrt It was cordially recerved
and this cordial reception offers a marked contrast
to his previous atfitude towards Nepal In the opi-
nmon of the British such an intercourse wag 1ncon-
sistent with British interests  Other states might
follow the example of the Nepalese Wade wrote
to the Secretary, ‘ Ranpt Singh has therto de-
rived nothing but advantage from his albhance with

* It
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us  While wa have been engaged m consolidating
our power 1 Hindusthen he has heen extending
his conquests throughout the Punjab and across the
Indus and as we are now beginming to prescribe
Limuts to his power which cannot be supposed he
will regard with complacency he 18 now more like-
ly to encourage than withdraw from alliances
which may hold out to hum & hope of creating a
balance of power * This cordial reception of the
Nepalese mssion 1s &s yet the only thing on which
we are to stsnd 1f we conclude that if Ranpt Singh
had been at the helm of affarrs m the Punjab at
the tumo of the Afghan disaster he would have
taken advantage of the Britigh difficultes the dis
content of the dwalor army and the hostile ath
tude of Nepal and other states towards the English
Though be had been umpervious to the entreaties of
the Raja of Nagpar 1n 1820 1 to the persuasions of
the emussartes from Nepal and other native siates
in 1824 and to the repeated requests of the people
of Bhurtpore 1n 1825 26 1 Ranpt would have most
probably followed « different policy 1n 1839 After
the Tripartite Treaty there was no longer any
question of conaihation and alliance

But leaving amde the had been let us judge
Ranpit a8 we find nm  Ranpit wes the Masmmissa
of Brtwsh Indisn History Masmnissa created &
state out of ecattered elements only that 1t mighf be

Pullitioa] Procesdings S0th Oct. 1837 No &1
+ Pohtieal Proceedings, 1830 fnd Bept. No 17
3 Umdst-ct-Tawarikh 1T, p, 390
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absorbed within the expanding Roman Empne not
long after hus death, so did Ranpt mn lns 1elations
with Brifish Empne  Both could create but none
could preserve and both had presentiments at the
time of their death that then cieations would not
endure.

What could Ranpit Singh have done? In his
1elations with the Biitish Government in the last
decade of his career, Ranpt 1s a pathetic figuie,
helpless and 1mmert  But an alternative to the policy
pursued by hum, an alternative that would have been
crowned with success, 1t 1s not possible to suggest
The Enghsh were too stiong even for a nation of
wailiors like the S.:khs Ranpt had made his
kingdom too powerful to be left alone Only
another Patiala o1 Jhind would have been tolerated
But from the Indian point of view, though Ranjt,
in lus 1elations with the Anglo-Indian Goveinment,
appears to be superior to the contemporary undei-
hngs of the British power in India, yet he does
not show any cowage or statesmanship of the
highest order If he had 1eally succeeded 1n estab-
hshing a balance of power, which was most pos-
sibly his own aim towards the close of his career,
our estimate of lnm would have been different
But a statesman must be judged on his actual
achievement War with the Brifish Government
wovld have come sooner or later Instead of post-
poning 1t to some future period, he could, i1f neces-
gary, have boldly met the British demands with
regard to Sindh by declaring war, though that
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would have been at that time as 1t proved subse-
quently, a hopeless contest But he chose an 1m
prachicable alternative that of coneihating an ag
gresaive neighbour that certainly did not look with
equammity on ¢he mihtary etructure be had rmsed
Perhaps with the solicttude mmherent m all build
ers he feared to expose the kingdom he hed created
to the nek of war and chose instesd the policy
of yielding yielding and vielding



CHAPTER V

RANJIT SINGE AND AFGHANISTHAN

Ranpit Singh’s 1elations with Afghamsthan
have three well maiked phases—relations with the
Duranis, with the elder Barakzais, Fateh Khan and
Muhammad Azim, and lastly with the Baiakzn
Dost Muhammad

The Dwani monarchy gradually sank 1into
anarchy and decay The weakness of Shah Zeman
(1793-1800) the msgoveinment and indolence ol
his successor Shah Mahmud (1800-1803), made the
government an object of general contempt Shah
Shuja (1803-1809) succeeded within a short tune
m bringing about the dethionement of Shah
Mahmud but could not consolidate his own power
Talking advantage of these dissensions, the governors
of the distant Indian possessions practically drifted
away fiom the Kabul monarchy Ranpt Singh also
took advantage of this practical suspension of the
Afghan monarchy and conquered gradually the
Muhammadan powers on the left bank of the Indus

Shah Shuja lost the Afghan throne in the
battle of Neemla 1n 1809, immediately after the re-
turn of the British mission undei Elphinstone He
advarniced 1n the direction of the Punjab hoping 1o
secure aid from some neighbouring power  Ranpt
thought 1t necessary to get an 1dea of the motives
of Shah Shuja He was at this stage of his carcer
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very distrustful of the motives of the Bntish
Government He remembered the use he had him
self made of Bhsh Zeman s grant of Lahore and
feared that the whole of the Punjab might similarly
be surrendered to the English in return for a fow
battalions *

Ranpit met the exiled king at Khoosab  Buf
Cunningham writes that they met at Sahiwal — Ac-
cording to Murray the Saliwal chief had eccepted
terms from Ranpt Singh on the 25th Januarv
1810 On the 2nd Februsry Ranpt recerved mmh
mation of the approach of Sheh Bhuje He met
Sheh Shujs on the 8rd February at Khoosab and
Bghiwal was re-invested on the 7th Murray 18
very defimte about dates whereas Cunminghain
makes a Very vague statement  Ii 18 more probable
that they met at Khoossb rather than at Sahiwal

The conference with Shah Bhuja proved abort-
we The Shah himself received offers of help from
Ata Muhemmad Khan the Governor of Kashmir
s son of s old Wamr and with his help he
secured Peshawar but within a short fime he was
expelled from Peshawar by Muhammad Azim Khan
brother of the Kabul Wamr Fatch Khan After
some more msadventures Sheb Shujs fell into the
hands of Jahendad Khan the Governor of Attock
who sent him to his brother Ate Muhammad Klan
i Kashmir In Kashmir Shah Shuja was kept
a close prisoner In the meantime his blind brother

* Conningham—Hixtory of the Sikbs p. 140,
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Shah Zeman with his own family as well as that of
Shah Shuja sought shelter in Lahore

In the fust Nashmn expedition undertahen 'n
conjunction with Fateh Khan, Ranpt’s geneal
Mohkam Chand succeeded 1 inducing Shah Shuja
to proceed to Lahore with him (Maich, 1813)
In Apnil, 1815, Shah Shuja <ucceeded m  escaping
from Lahoie  He had already succeeded 1 sending
his family to Ludhiana  Duning Ius stay i Liahore
he had been compelled to gne the World-famous
Kohinoor to Ranpt Singh 7

According to Buitish records, after Ins flhight
from Lahoie, Shuja-ul-Mulkh was well 1ecenved by
the chiefs of Rajor1 and Blumbw  He raised tioops
at Rajor1 and talked of imvading Rannt Singh’s
teintories  An army was sent under Jodh Singh
Kalsia to oppose any attempt he might make ¥ An
attempt was made on Kashmir and after 1ts failure,
the ex-king retired to Ludhiana

Ranpt Singh wanted to make use of the name
of Shah Shuja to facilitate his conquest of Multan,
Kashmir and the Afghan provinces on the 11ght and
left banks of the Indus That was undonbtedly
one of the reasons why he wanted to keep Shah
Shuja with him by force But the flight of the
Shah made that possible no longex

»Let us now take up the relations between
Ranpt Singh and the elder Barakzais Fateh
Khan, the eldest of the Barakzar brothers, was the

¥ See Appendix B
} Pol Proceedings, 28th Januvary, 1816

9
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Wazir of Muhammad Sheh the King of Afghams-
than whom he had set up on the Afghan throne
Towards the close of 1812 he came to Peshawar
intending to pumsh s brothers Ata Muhammad
Khan and Jahandad Khan who held Kashmir and
Attock respectavely but did not own allegience to
Ksbul The wily Kabul Wazr knew 1t quite well
that 1f opposed by Rannt Bingh he would not cer
tainly be able to take Kashmr  Ranjit Singh also
at this time did Dot consider humself strong enough
to take Kashmir single-hbanded 1n the face of the
opposttion of the Governor of Eashmur on the
one hand and the Kabul Waer on the other with
all the hill states not yet completely subdued There
fore each wanted to meake use of the other Craft wus
pitted aganst craft  Murray says that Ranpnt made
the first overtures but in the Umdat-ut Tawanhh
carroborated by the Zafarnama we find that
even before the marriage of Kharak Singh (February
1812) Goder Mal the Vakil of Fateh Khan ap-
proached Ranpt Singh propoming a coahiion against
Kashmir #*  Whoever made the first proposal 1t was
met half way by the other Ranpt s chief motive
1o joumng Fateh Khan was not so much the lure of
& heavy money payment nor the hope of getting
Kashmur 1teelf by some stratagem as the desirg to
acquire local knowledge for future use  Another
motive of Ranpt Singh 1n parbiaipating 1o $his ex
pedition was s eagerness to get the person of Shah

149546
Umdat-at-Tewarlkh, p. 190; w
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Shuja, the ex-king who was a close prisoner of Ata
Muhammad Khan of Iashmn  Wafa Begum, the
wife of Shah Shuja, had taken shelter 1n Lahore and
had pronused him the woild-famous Kohinoor 1n ex-
change foi the 1elease of her husband The Kabul
Wazir and the Lahore King met each other in an
interview on the Jhelum  Burnes says that Fateh
Khan was accompanied by all lnus eighteen biothers,
who wanted hum to consent to the assassination of
Rannt 1n course of the interview ‘ One of them
1s sa1d to have tendered his services by a sign during
the meeting * Butb in that case Fateh Khan would
have lost all lns chances of regaiming Kashmur.
He, therefore, did not accede to the proposal There
was no question of moral scruples The cool Sikh
diplomat had most probably counted on the impro-
bability of an attack under these ciicumstances, or
he would have come prepaied for the contingency
of an attack We know how suspicious Ranpit was
when he met the Goveinoi-General for the fist
time ¥ If the young Barakzais had taken 1t into
then heads to attack Ranpt, a 1epetition of the
episode of Afzal Khan and Shivap would not have
been unlikely.

Different versions are given of this compact
between Ranpt and Fateh Khan Munay writes
that’Ranyt agreed to help Fateh Khan with an army

* Burnes—Travels, Vol TIT, p 287

t Rannt Bingh could cearcely dismiss from his mind the ides of
treacherous bebaviour towards him on the part of Iord Wilham
Bentinck —Hugel, pp 408-09
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of 12 000 (Wade gives the same number) under
Mohkam Chand and to give facihities for an Afghan
march through Rajor: and over Pir Panjel In
return he was to get the help of a detachment of tle
Afghans against Multan and 9 lakhs from the spoils
of Kagshmir  According to Cunmingham Ranput
had promused vaguely before the interview to help
the Afghans even against Multan and a share 1n 1ts
gpous was promised wmn reiurn  From Burnes we
learn that Ranpt helped with an army of 10 000
Sikhs under Mohham Chand  Most probably about
the subsequent expedition to Multan nothing was
practically decided 1n the conference and as Murray
says 1if there was any decision 1t 18 hhely that the
Afghans promsed to help Ranjit 1n an sttempt on
Mulien after the conquest of Kashmir The
Umdat-ut-Tawarikh supports Murray s  version
though only partially In course of a Ister peace
parley (Godar Mal was informed by Rannt that if
they were going to observe the terms of friendship
they should pay one lakh of rupees annually from
Kashmir and according to their former prormses
they should get Multan for um and when they had
satified these two conditions the post of Attock
wguld be handed over to them *

, Fateh Khan reached Keshmur before the Sikhs
oco}upled 1t expelled Ata Mohammad Khan and then
showed no eagerness to give the Sihhs the promised
share 1n the spoils  Thus 1t appears that 1n the

* Umdatnt-Tawardkh I, p. 101
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contest of artfulness Ranjit was over-reached by
Fateh Khan It does not, however, seem at all
likely that Ranpt at this time wanted to get
Kashmu for himself in the teeth of the vigorous
Afghan opposition under Fateh Khan Of cowse,
he could not get a share of the spoils, but he had
made use of Fateh Khan to get an easy introduction
mto the country

The best Sikh geneial who was hkely to be
chosen as the leader of the future Sikh army of mn-
vasion, acquuied a local knowledge which was sme
to stand him 1n good stead in future In other
words, the Sikh general successfully i1econnoitred
the position Mohkam Chand also got the person
of Shah Shuja

Muiay says that an intiigue of Ranpt Singh
with Jahandad Khan of Attock had been in progress
even befoire the expedition against Kashmn was em-
baiked upon Ranpt had therefore left a detach-
ment under Dya Singh 1n the vicinity of the Indus
when he left foo Lahoie after the meeting with
Fateh Khan Jahandad Khan took alaim at the
news of the success of Fateh Khan and the expul-
sion of his brothex Ata Muhammad Khan and sent
word to Ranjit asking him to send men to conclude
adreaty and occupy the fort Ranpt sent Azizuddin
and the fort was occupied ¥ Murray says that the
fort was handed over to Dya Singh and Azizuddin
and otheis went to strengthen the hold ¥ He sent

* Umdat ut Tawankh, IT, p 185
t Prinsep—Omngn of the Sikh Power, pp 95 96
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orders to the leaders of the expedition at Kashmr
that they should come at once before the proceed
ngs at Attock were known and they should bring
Shah Shuws with them After their departure
Fateh Khan learnt of the occupation of Attock and
wes very much annoyed * Murray, on tho other
hand ssys that Fateh Khan cried out against the
usurpation and deeming himself absolved by 1t
from the conditions upon which he had obtained
the co-operation of the Sikhs he disrmssed them
without any share of the booty obtained  The
question 18 whether Fateh Khan heard of the capture
of Attock before the departure of Mohkam Chand
or after 1t Mohanlal in his Tnfe of Dost Muhammad
writes, The Sikh General persusded the Wamr to
allow Golam Muhsmmed Khan to go with him

Golam Myhammad Khsn 1nsisted on s third
brother Jahandad Khan to sell the fort of Attock
to the Sikh Government t The version of Murray
18 different from that of Sohanlal I am indined
to give greater credence to the version of the Umdat

ut-Tawarikh which 18 corroborated by & statement
in the British records  when Fateh Khan heard ot
the affaire at Attock he sent a detechment to
sitack the Sikh army under Mohkam Chand at that
tume retinng from Ksshmir but the latter margh

ed too rapidly to be overtaken }

* Umdat ut-Tawarikh I p. 185
1 Mobanlal—Tdf of Dost Mubemmed.
1 Pulftical Proceslings rd Apd] 1818 No. II, pars. ¥
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‘ Ranpt Singh obtammed Attock at the small
saciifice of a lakh of 1upees and prepared to defend
Ins acqusition ’*  Tateh Khan left lus biother
Az im Khan as the Goveinor of Kashmu and march-
ed on Attock On i1caching Hasan Abdal he wiote
to the Afghans of Hazma, Yusufzai and Khatl
that they should muster strong to fight the aimy of
the Sikhs He then closely besieged Atfock,
Mohkam Chand advanced with an aimy to icheve
the fort A batile was fought on the plams ol
Chuch m which the Afghans weie completely de-
feated The plamn of Chuch 1s mtersected by some
small stieams By {ollowing the cowrse of one of
these sticams, the Sikhs weie m a position to
gquench then thnst in the mndst of the heat of the
day and ths placed them 1n a situation of consider-
able advantage and proved to be a decisive factor m
the campaign Dost Muhammad, a biother ol
the Kabul Wazn, exerted himself to his utmost but
to no pwpose ‘It only 1emained for Fateh Khan
to 1etreat which he effected with honour and crossed
the Indus pieviously burning some of his camp-
equipage, but leaving the greater portion to be
plundered by the Sikhs (July, 1813),1 Dewan Amar-
nath also acknowledges the bravery of Dost Muham-
mad and says that he advanced up to the Topkhana
According to the Dewan 2,000 Afghans were killed }

* Burnes—Travels, Vol III, p 238
1 Ibid
} Amarnath—Zafarnama 1 Ranpt Smgh, 1818
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The importance of the pitched battle on the
plains of Chuch must not be underestimated Hugel
writes The Muhammadan power was already on
the dechne 1n India and the ummportant battle of
Attock only drove the last bands over the Indus *
This however 18 en entirely misleading view
‘What would have happened 1f Fateh Kban had
been victorious? Attock would have fallen 1t once
mto his hands and the Muhammadans of Jhang
Sahiwal and the Sindh Sagar Dosb would certamnl
have once agamn acknowledged the supremscy of
Kebul and the morel effect of & defeat would have
been 1ncalculably injunious to Ranpt Singh s sway
over the Punjab If Fateh Khan had been vic
torrous on the plans of Chuch he would without
doubt have continued his victorious Indian career
and with the revenues of the rich valley of Kashmir
at his disposal with the usual tnbute from the
Talpur Amirs with & consohidated Afghenisthan
Peshawar and Attock 1n his possession flushed with
victory over the Sikhs he would certamnly have
attempted to win back the whole inheritance of
Ahmad 8hah The reeults of the battle on the
plans of Chuch 1f at had been an Afghar wictory
might not have been as epoch making as the victory
of Tarsin but 1t wonld have besn no less imporignt
an ep1sode 1n the history of the Sikhs than the Third
Battle of Pamipath was 1 the hustory of the
Marathas  Ranpt 8 hold over the Punjab was not

Buon Voo Hopd—Travels p. 9.
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vel consohdated and a defeat mmght cven have heen
disastious  As 1t was, the power of the Afghans
collapsed altogether on the castern side of the Tndus
and Ranpt Singh was left to consohidate s hold
over 1t Altock was stiongly  gamsoned and
Guimukh Singh, Sirdha Singh, Dewan Singh and
Sarbuland Khan were appointed to guard 1t

Towards the close of the year 1813 Ranpt
advanced to the Indus TFateh Khan came {o
Peshawar and the two enemies were watchiul
Fateh Khan 1s smid to have gone {o Kalabagh
whence he went to the Derahs The Nawabs
of Dera Ismail Khan and Deia Ghaz Khan
pronused hun help agaunst Multan  The Nawab
of Multan was at lis wit's end He sent
Gulam Muhammad Vakil to Ranpt Singh and
Ranpt promised him help if Fateh Khan crossed
the 11ver ¥ However, 1n the end the thieats of
the Kabul Wazir did not materialise

The year 1814 1s marked by Ranpt’s unsuc-
cessful attempt to conquer Kashmn from Muham-
mad Azim Khan, which has been deseribed clse-
where  In 1818, Fateh Khan, the gieat Afghan
‘Wazir, was blinded by Kamran, the son of the
Afghan King Shah Mahmud and then put to death
With the death of Fateh Khan ‘ disappeaied all the
wisdom and cohesion’ of the Afghan Government
The "brothers of Fateh Khan took up arms  But
Muhammad Azim Khan, the eldest Barakza: iving,

* Umdat ut Tawankh, IX, p 152
~ N
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was & man of moderate abilities not equal to kis
mssion and was moreover Wanking 1n firmmness
Mahrnud had to take shelter in Herat ~Muhamm-d
Azim Khan hurned from Kashmur to Afghamsthan
to head the Barakza: rebellion

Shah Shuja got an opportumty of regaiming
hig throne After Shah Mshmud had been expel
led by Dost Muhammad Azim Khan on his way
from Kashmir to Eebul mvited Shah Shujs to
ascend the Afghan throne with lus help  The Shah
consented but on the way he prematurely display
ed his nohions of royal authonty by insulting sorne
friend of his benefactor whom he considered to Le
encroaching on hus dignity by using a palankesn *
Azim Khan thought the choice of such a haughty
monarch with ridioulous pretensions s rmproper
deserted him turned upon him and defeated him
Shah Shuja fled to the Khyber nlls and thence to
Bindh  Amm Khan choss 8hah Ayub as s tool
Bhab Shujs collected an army at Shikarpur But
s army melted away on the approach of Axmm
Khan and he returned to Ludhiana mn 1831

Ranpit Singh took advantage of the practical
abeyance of the Afghsn monerchy to make con
quests on the right bank of the Indus and algo to
conquer Kashmir from Zabbar Khan the Barahzai
Deputy Mubammad Anm Khen however sue
ceeded 1n umting the Barakzais under his leader
ship  He now wanted to compel Rannt Singh to

Burtes~Travls, Vol TII, p. $48.
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1ciieat to the left bank of the Indus and to recoves
for the Afghans what they had lo<t on the 11ght side
In 1823, Ranpd <ent Avizuddin to damand tuibute
from Ya1 Mubammad Lhan, a bother of Muhawm-
mad Azim Khan  Yar Muhammad Khan was the
rulet of Pechawar  He gave a present of some
horses as tuibute to Ranpt This fumrther ncensed
Azim Khan who advanced fiom Kabul {o Peshaw
Earhv i 1823, he entered Peshawar whereupon Y
Muhammad Khan sought safety n fhght

On heanmg tlns news, Ranjit at the head of an
arm) crossed the Indus * and a battle was fought
between the Sikbs and the Mghans at Noushera
The aimy engaged numbered about 20,000 on bouh
sudles © Different accounts are gnen of what
followed  According to Kaye and Mohanlal,?
Ranpt won at Nousheia solely by biihery, having
won over Sultan Mubammed and hns biothers and
even Dost Muhammad Az Khan's hands were
thus paralysed His followers weie disheartened
and withdrew Azm Khan was theieupon {oiced
to retire Many authois, Indian and Euiopean,
mention, however, that an actual engagement took
place The number of killed and wounded on the
Afghan side varles according to different accounts
from 2,000 according to Wade to 4,000 according

) 4

]

¥ Wade—On the Punjab and Adjacent Provinces

1 Kaye—History of the War m Afghanisthan, Vol I, pp 117-18
Mohanlal—Iafe of Dost Muhammad About the defection of Daost
Muhammad, Moorcroft 18 silent Vigne disbelieves this part of the

story
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to Dewan Amernath Azim Khan had appesled
te the fanaticiam of the neighbouring tribes and
given the war a religious character ~ Buf the fane
trcism of the Akalis was pitted against the fanat
owsm of the Ghazis  The entire Afghan army was
not engeged A part under Anm Khan himsell
and several brothers was on the other side of the
Kabul niver and could not ford 1t and support the
first divasion while 1t was fighting  Even after the
wspirg courage and the brave death of Phoola
Singh Akali the Sikhs could not make a great 1m
pression on the serried ranhs of the Afghan footmen
The Afghans repulsed four successive charges ™
Beeing the donbtful nature of the battle and some
hesitation on the part of his men Ranjit sered a
standard and proceeding with all his personal troops
mto the heat of the conflict told the Bikhs that
Lahore was distant and a retreat would be fatal
to them Inspired by his presence thewr drooping
courage Tevived f The Afghans yelded to the
fifth charge and the Sihh victory was complete
As Farmer notes Amim Khan g heart failed im
Otherwise he could have certainly crossed the
nver The runaways found no diffioulty in cross-
mg the nver & detachment of the Sikhs also pur
sued them to the other mde of the nver Azm
Khan fled preoipitately lesving his guns snd tents
and Ranpi entered Peshawar Shortly after Azim

Fertier—History of tha Afghans
1 Wade—On the Punjab snd Adjacent Provinoes.
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Khan died of broken heart emjoinimg 1t upon his ~on
to avenge the defeat  But 1t was all anarchy and
confusion once agamm m \Afghamethan " A the
battle with Tateh Khan on the plamms of Chuch
decrded the supremacy of the Sikhs castwards of the
Indus, this campaign established his power between
that 1iver and Pechawar ™

Irom 1823, the year of the death of Azim Khan
up to 1626, when Dost Muhammad became supieme
m Iabul, Afghamsthan does not count at all
Sikh lustory  The process of dismemberment of
the Duram monarchy was now completed  Dosé
Muhammad got possession of Kabul, and of the othes
Barakzair brothers Sher Dil Ithan took Quandahai
and Yar Muhammad Ihan, Peshawar, Shab
Mahmud the Duram King was 1n Herat and the
Sindhis no Jonger paid tribute  Iiven 1 Kabul
Dost Muhammad had to 1eckon with the opposition
of Hahbulla Khan, the son of Azim Khan The
Barakzais were engaged 1 quarrelling among them-
selves Kven after Dost Muhammad had become
well established in Kabul and Hahbulla Khan had
been worsted, he was up to 1831 too much taken up
with 1nternal affairs to mind the consohidation of
Sikh sway west of the Indus During this period
he was engaged 1mm his woik of ‘ treading down the
Duranis ’

"In 1831, Shah Shuja contemplated another
effort to 1ecover the Afghan throne and sought

* Foroign Department, Miscellaneous, No 206, p 141
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Ranpit Singh s alhance  But the Maharaja wanted
that in case he was successful the Shah shoutd
prohubit the slanghter of cows throughout Afghams
than deliver to him the gates of Somnath and s
berr apparent should sttend the Maharaja with an
suxthary force * Fallen though his fortunes were,
the 8hah refused to accede to these preposterous
proposals which would mske im prachcally the
vassal of Ranpt  The Bnifish Government also
refused to countenance or encourage t the plan
whuch fell through

In 1833 the Shah once mare attempted to re-
gain the Afghan throne But though he possess-
ed the enterprise to commence he had not the re
solution nor the capacity to accomplish such an
undertaking  This time however Lord Willam
Bentinck  suffered Shah Shuja to rase an army of
wmvasion under the shedow of British flag i The
king even got an advance of four months penson
He got a gun and some camels from Babawal Khan
and advenced upon Shiksrpur The Sindhis were
hostile but they were defeated 1n an engagement at
Ron and agreed to pay s contnbution of 5/7 lakhs
of rnpees and to farm the Shkarpur termtory for a
seitled annual sum § But Shah Bhujs was routed
by Dost Muhammad nesr Quandshar  After manv
wanderings he returned to Ludhiane m Marth

Burses—Travels Vol IIT p 943,
t Raye—_History of Wa m Afghanidtban Vol T p 197

1 Politioa! Proceedings 918t October 1891, No. 16
§ I,
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1835 Before embarhing on the enteiprise, a
treaty had been concluded between Ranpt Singh
and Shah Shuja wlich hecame the basis of the
later Tupartite Tieaty  The arficles were fifteen
m number whereas the proposed treaty of 1831,
consicted of 17 articles. the article that the Shah’s
han-apparent should always attlend the Maharaja
with a forece was waived  The pmoposal that the
Shal should obseive to send piesents to the Maha-
1aja at the Nao1oj and Dussera was modified 1n such
a mannc: as to obwiate any open acknowledgment
of allemance to the Mahaiaja  * Regarding Shiku-
pur and the teinitory of Sindh lying on the 1ight
bank of the Indus the Shah will abide by whateve
may be seftled as 11ght and proper thiough Captain
Wade Nothing was spoken about the gates of
Somnath  The ex-king recognmised Ranpt Singh's
sway on the 11ght bank of the Indus over the Kabul
territories he had conquered *

Ranjit was actuated by a variety of motives 1n
making this treaty with Shah Shuja He wanted
1n the event of Shah Shuja’s success to sfiengthen
his position on the 11ght bank of the Indus THe
also wanted to anticipate any exclusive views that
the Biitish Goveinment might have on Afgham-
sthan  ‘ Fiom the jominey of Lieutenant Burnes
mntd Afghanisthan and his subsequent coriespond-
ence with the chiefs that he hoped to renew inter-
course with them as also fiom the interest of the

* Political Proceedings, 2nd December, 1834, No 60
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British 1n Afghan affairs Ranpit surmused that the
British were conternplating political relafions with
that country and he wished to establish a claim
for lumself to participation 1 any steps that the
British might take to secure that object *

Fearing that 1f Shah Shuje became successful
he mught eet aside the Treaty of Alliance Ranpt
wanted to make assurance doubly sure by annexring
ontnight Peshawar which had been left to Sultan
Muhammad as a Lahore tributary In fact Shal
Shuja himself 18 sa1d to have remarked that agree
ments are of no use 1t 18 power that matters that
the document would reman 1n lus pocket end he
would certainly take back the Kohinoor from Ranpit
and wear 1t t  The atadel of Peshawar was storm
ed by Her1 Bingh and Sultan Muhammed fled to
Dost Muhammad The Sikh army under Han
Bingh and Nao Nihal Singh consisted of only B 000
men According to Vigne Ranpt took Peshawar
1n 1885 not by faorce but by ruse whilst an amicable
ireaty waa on the tapis

Now that the danger from Shah Shuja had die
appeared and a brilliant victory won over the ex
lang Dost Muhammed turned his attention to ike
recovery of Peshawar Here we enter upon the
third phase of Sikh Afghan relations When Shah
Shuje was sdvanang 1o the direction of Quandahar
on the 17th January 18883 Dost Muhammad made
a proposal for an alliance to the British Govern

THd.
t Fafarpams Renjit Gingh 183
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ment The reply of the Bruitish Government was
that 1ts pohey towaids the different chiefs contend-
mg m Afghamsthan was onc of peifect neutiahty
We may, however, add that the neutiality was not
without a perceptible tinge of benevolence so far as
Shuh Shuja was concerned At the beginning af
1835, belore embarking on Ins expedition agunst
the Sikhs Dost Muhammad again wrote a letter te
the Brnifish Government, complaimng of the occupa-
tion of Peshawar by the Sikhs, announcing his reso-
lution to wage a religious war against them and
applying for the support of the British Government,
He Inid great stress on a passage 1n a previous letter
of the Governoi-General to the effect that * His
Lordship would give him a proof of the mterest
which be took m Ins welfare when the occasion
should arrive ' Dost Muhammad was, however,
told that * theire was no promuse of assistance in any
of the late Governoir-General's letters ’

Dost Muhammad made colossal preparations to
measure his strength with the Sikhs Ranpt
Singh's capture of Peshawai deprived a section of
the Barakzais of their possessions His advance
was a menace to the Muhammadan tribes of the
frontier regions as well as to the Kabul monarchy
Pohtical interest, rehgious sentiment, as well as
tha 1mstinct of self-preservation 1mpelled the Muham-
madans to make one grand effort He wanted to
give to the stiuggle the character of a phad or rel-

* Palitical Proceedings, 28rd March, 1885, No 25,
11
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gions war and assumed the fitle of Amur
ul Momemn * To meet the expenses of the impend
g war he seized the Shikarpur merchants of Kabul
and took from them & lakh and half of rupces as #
loan The Quandehar chiefs were however s
melined to support their brother and his assumphion
of the title of Amir alienated them  Dost Muhem
mad also applied to the Amirs of Sindh for pecun:
ary ssswstance se 1t was too far for them to send
troops The Amirs feared the wrath of Ranpt
Singh which financial a1d to his enemy could not
but evoke Ultimately they demended an Ahad
nama to secure the mtegrity of Bindb and the ud
of Dost Muhammad Khan 1n the event of an aftack
on 8indh by the English Sikh or other enemmes

The Amur considered that the proposal of the
Sindhians was intended merely to amuse hm ¥
Letters were sent also to the Khan of Bshawalpur

The hearty enthumasm of the Bajal and the
Yusufza: chiefs 1n hus cause encouraged the Amir

Leiters were sent also to the Khatak the Mohmand

the Khahl the Ehubar and other trabes in the vies

rty of Peshawar  From Kohisthen from the
hills beyond from the regions of the Hindukush

fram the remoter fastnesses of Turkisthan multr

tndes of various tribes and denominations came

«

* The exin of Esbul during the pedad of turmofl had bean sirock
To the pame of Sabebl-Zamun & roler ! the dey It was pow
in d with the i Amir Dost Mul d by the grace
of God.

t Letter from Mamon to Wade 90 Febrmry 183
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flocking to the Amir’s standard Glulzyes and
Kolustanees, Sleck Kuszlbashes and rugged
Qozbegs, horsemen and footmen came pouring
amamn  The have heart of Ranjit Singh quailed
before this 1mmense assembly ’

The troops assembled by Dost Muhammad by
lus own assertion numbeied 40,000 besides the in-
fimte multitude of the voluntary Ghazs

The Amur Daftars Probably 12,000
The Eljuri troops of Kabul 10,000
The troops of the Peshawar Saidars 1,500
The tioops of Sadat Rahman Momund 1,500
The troops of Mir Alam Khan Bajore 5,000
The troops with Fateh Khan Panchio 10,000

40,000

He had also 37 guns provided with 700 rounds
each and had a treasure of 3 lakhs of 1upees The
troops of the Amir weie paid in advance Laige
supphies of grains were also collected at Jalalabad
The Sikhs are commonly said to have had 80,000
men 10 the Peshawar valley about this time *

It was a great crisis in Sikh history Had
Ranjit been defeated, he would most probably have
been driven across Attock and the Muhammadan
tribes on both sides of the Indus would have risen
up 1n arms  The wily Maharaja resorted to diplo-
macy, a sphere in which he was always at his best

* Political Proceedings, 25th May, 1848, No 30
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Hp deputed Harlan Feringhee and Azizuddin to
negotiate with Dost 80 that he might gain tame to
concentrate forces sr also to ahenate from Dost
Muhsmmed his Peshawar brothers Ii was well

known to Sultan Muhammad that 1n cass of Afghan
success Peshawar would be annexed by the Amir
He was not unwilling to come to terms with Ranit

He was promised Kohat Tsnk and Bannu i Jagir
for humself and lus own brothers  Sultan Muham

mad and Dost Muhammad had sworn on the
Quoran to stand true to each other and the former
Peshawar Chieftain was ssked by Dost Muhammad
to imprison and keep 1n custody the Bikh Vahils
as pledges for the restoration of Peshawar AMirza
Samad Khan Dost s mumster had expected that in
case Axizuddin was detained Ranjit Singh wounld be
prostrate as the Faquir alone had the secret of the
drug which was indispensable to the Mahareja and
which upheld his faling strength Bat Sultun
AMuhammsad knew 1t gute well that Dost Muham

mead would retain Peshawar for himself and only
wanted hum to compromise himself with the Maha

raja by seizing the person of his envoys Seduced by
Harlan and Amguddin, he withdrew from the
Afghan camp with his soldiers and retamers and
went over to tho 8ikhs  This defection hed a very

bad effect 10 the Afghan camp and on the marale of
tho Afghan troops The fwo armies had bewn
within seven Kos of each other They had faced
each other for sevenicen days according to Dost
Muhammad s own version  Ranpit Singh took rd
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vantage of the negotiations to mass his toops and
almost smiound Dost Tinding himself m  this
predicament, the Amu thought 1t prudent to ietue
m the mght Hisietieat, though precipitate, was
creditable and even brilhant because he succeeded m
taking with him all the equpment and stores
Thus Ranpit had gammed a bloodless victory It
added to Ranpt’s prestige and enswed Ins cway west
of the Indus Dost Mubhammad suffered incalcul-
ably i public opmion and the disgrace of the 1e-
treat always 1ankled m his mind  His reputation
was ternbly damaged by Ins retreat befoie a 11ce
which he execcrated, especially because be had
pledged to carry on the wat by the most sacred obli-
gations of lus religion  His great nustake lay m
the delay which he made He allowed hirmself to
fall mnto Ranpt's tiap He began negohations
though he knew 1t quite well that lns own camp was
full of 1ntrigue and ticachery and delay mmght help
lns adversary  Though he ti1ed to overreach Ranps,
he yet allowed him to mass his tioops and having
suffered an 1gnomimous diplomatie defeat, © with-
diew his hand from the fiont of s reputation *
as Ranpt put 1t

The Amir was very eager 50 wipe off the dis-
grace of his retieat and, as Masson infoimed Wade,
he engaged to do so with the chiefs of Bajore and
the principals of the several independent Afghan
tribes The assumphion of the fitle of Amar-ul-

* Pohifical Proceedings, 16th June, 1836, No 38
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Momemn pledged Dost to a system of perpetual
hostiity with the Sikhs  According to Mallesor
Kaye and others In bitterness of spirt declaim
ing sgunst the emptiness of military renown he
plonged deeply into the study of the Quoran  Bu
he was soon roused from his sbstraction  Accord
g to Mohsnlal however Dost Muhsmmad had
recerved repeated communications from the chicfs
of the Khatbernis demanding the despstch of some
troops and offering im their co-operation sgmnst
the Sikhs stating thaj otherwise they would be
obliged to acknowledge the anthority of Ranng
Bingh * The 81khs were fast entrenchuing their poal

tion to the east of Afghamsthan It appeared as if
ihey would take the offensive sgainst Dost Muham

mad At Peshawar towards the muddle of 1836
they were busy completing a fortress at Shubkudur,
which would give them command of the road
Gendab next to that of Khyber the most practicable
for artillery of all the routes across the mountain
ranges between Peshawar and Jelalabad ' Ranjit
Singh had given Dera Iamail Khan to Hafir Ahmsd
Khan of Mankers 1n 1822 His son was now dis

possessed  The direct annexation of Dera Ismail
Khan at this time by Ranjit was & master stroke ol
pohcy It was 1ntended to threaten Dost
Muhammad from a new quarter { An agent of
Shah Bhuja was in Ranpt s court ostenmbly af

Eaye—History of the War in Afghanishan, Vol I, p. 188,
1 Mobaolel~TLife of Dowt Muobarmmsd.

3 Political Proosedings §lst Novsmber 16% No 82
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course to 1ecover some money due to the ex-king by
the Mahaiaja’s subjects but the Maharaja took ad-
vantage of his presence to propose to Shah Shuja
whether he was prepaied to give a wutten under-
taking 1elinquishing Peshawar and Shikaipur and
mn that case the Mahaiaja would conquer Kabul and
Quandabar for lhum * Han Singh Nalwa was
engaged 1 building a fot at Jamrud at the very
mouth of the Khyber Pass The extieme views of
that chieftain always advocating a maich on Kabul
were too well known even thioughout Afghanisthan
In the open Durbar theie were talks about the
intended 1nvasion of Kabul and Khusal Singh’s
comment on heaiing of the annexation of Dera
Ismail Khan was that there was only a distance
of sixty Kos between Tank and Kabul T Letters
passed between the two rulers whose tone was cer-
tainly not amicable In Ranpnt’s letter theie was
the verse, ‘ Retiace your step if you desire not to
make me your enemy, if other sentiments actuate
your mnd, remember that an army as numerous
as the waves of the sea will instantly be with you '}
In Dost’s letter the concluding verse was, ‘I do not
withhold my hand from soliciting favowr but 1f you
wish to destroy yourself, my sword 1s at your

service '§
J

* Ibid, 8rd October, 1836, No 24

+ From the Newswnter to Wuade—Political Proceedings, 15th
August, 1836, No 17

i The Enghehman, 10th July, 1887,

§ Ibud
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The news from the frontier alarmed Duat
Muhammad and be sent an army under his sons
Shamsuddin and Muhammad Ahbar to oppose the
Sikhs at Jamrud As much has been made of (he
8ikh defeat st Jamrud we should study the history
of that battle very carefully According to Mr
Faost the Afghans numbered 18 000 the whole of
Dost Muhammad 8 cavalry being present 1 tha
action  As Mackison informed Wade Mahs Singh
an officer of Han Singh had only 600 men with mm
at Jamrud when aftacked by the Afghans He
sustaned the attack for three or four days Han
Bingh marched from Peshawar to his help with
10 000 men and with 35 pieces of ordnance The
engagement began with a cannonade by the Bikhs
which had hitle effect The Napb battalions then
advanced and opened fire upon the Afghans whe
retired 1n confuston from their camp leaving three
guns The Sikhs then began a plundering of the
Afghan camp and therr ranks fell nto disorder
Abbar Khan saw this from a distant eminence and
when Shamsuddin came with fresh troops the
Afghans nigorously charged the Sikhs and they
retreated 1n disorder towards the fort Han Singh
however recoived s mortal wound m  the 1melec
The main body of the Sthh army however rallied

The Afghans were not 1n & condiion to umprove
upon their vietory * The Sikhs threw up entrench
ments in the mght  The Afghans watched for five

* Macklson to W do, %4th October 18%7
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o1 six days and finally ietired The number of
killed and wounded on the Sikh side was about exght
hundicd , while among the Afghans the casualties
numbered five hundied Saidar Lehna Singh
Sindhanwala had a garrison of 1,500 men at Shub-
kudw to the noith of Peshawar  Heie Hip Xhan
Kakar and Mu Alam Khan had come with a part
of the Afghan army ‘ The Afghans placed gieat
hopes on this diversion but nothing came of 1t '¥

But bairen though the victory was so far as
the Afghans wele concerned, 1t cost Ranpt Singh
that flower of Sikh chivalry, the Muat of the Sikh
mmy, Hann Singh It was the death of this gieat
Si1kh wariior which was 1esponsible for making the
battle of Jamrud a theme of exultation among the
Afghans and 1t was this sad accident that cast a
gloom over the Punjab In 1itself the action at
Jamrud was of no importance The Afghans
neither succeeded 1n occupying or destroying the
foot of Jamiud nor m taking Shubkudur or
Peshawar

The Sikh-Afghan relations after Jamiud, he-
tween 1837-1839, are interwoven with Anglo-Sikh
relations duming this period and should best be
studied 1n that connection

>

* An opmion has prevailed that the Afghans were sided m therr
late operations near Peshawar by the presence of Mr Harlan It
18 o popular error Neither he, nor any of the Europeans with the
Amir wag present wrth his troops—Masson to Wade Harlan had
been diemssed from Rennt Singhs sernice and had joimed Dust
Muhammad

12



CHAPTER VI

RANIIT BNgH AND THP NORTH WEST FRONTIRR
ProBray *

The North West Frontier has always form
ed s vital problem and has always been of the ut-
most concern to the power paramount i India
In view of this fact a past history of the attempts
to solve the North West Frontier problem of India
has & hving oterest  Tust before the British took
nto therr hands the solution of this frontier ques-
faon 1t was tackled by Ranyit Bingh the Taon of the
Punjab  Thus a study of Rannt 5 western front-
1er polioy has some smgnificance for thoss who are
nterested 1 1t now

Acoording to Mr Coatman the Indian North
‘Western Frontier problem 1s made up of four sub-
mdiary problams

(1) The mnternstional problem of the relations
between Indig and Afghanisthan

(2) The pohtzeal prcblem 1 e the problem of
the confrol of the border iribes

(8) The problem of the mblitary defence of the
frontier

(4) The problem of the sdmimstration of she
North West frontier

* 0n Ranhb Emeb and the North-West frantfer problem I wrot
an article for the Indlan Historiml Quarterly Septembar 1029 Thed
arthcle forme the ncles of thu cmpler
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The fiest rquestion m this  connection 1s,
whether Ranpt had o nind o conquer Afghamis-
than’ The aiguments n favour of a negatine view
appeat overwhelming  Ranpit had  expeusenced
dicaster~ m Ins first attempt to conquer Kashmn
owing to the pecuhar local conditions e no doubt
dicaded the operation of the same causes 1 the
event of us imading Kabul  Onece in the yem
1827, he had had a conversation with Wade, the
British Agent, on the adwmisabiity of imading
Kabul  About this mterview Wade wistes, * I pro
ceeded to remark that it would be a very hazardous
expedition  The country 1s a strange one to the
Sihhs, ntersecfed by mountains and torrents not
casily passable, 16 would be difficult to maintain
his commumeation and heep his troops supphed—
observations 1n which His Highness at that fime
expressed lus concurrence

Ranpit Singh lamself once wrote 1 a similar
sttain to Wafa Begum, wife of Shah Shuja  Of
course from hoth these persons Ranpt Singh had
reasons to suppress s motives But what do we
actually find? If these considerations had not
1eally weighed upon lus mind, he would certainly
have attempted the conquest of Afghanisthan during
the long interval of confusion mn Afghan hstory
between the death of Muhammad Azim Ihan and
the hccession of Dost Muhammad to power. His
Iench officers were too eager to march on Kabul
and no less_eager were the Sikh Sardars and

% Political Proceedings, 3lst July, 1837, No 23
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soldhers but though he spoke of invading Afghanis
than on occasions just to humour his Sardars and
French officers and kesp Dost Muhammad on tent
erhooks the mere warrior within him never got
the bettar of the statesman It was only on one
cocasion probably that he seriouslv thought of m
vading Afghamsthsn when Han Singh Nalwa was
hilled 1n & surprise attack by the Afghans Anger
pride and sorrow for & time overwhelmed hym but
when he regained his composure he thought no
more of it The optnion of the British Govern
ment 1n this matter should be noted The Secre-
tary wrote to Burnes His Lordshup thinks that
though it might be harardous and unprofitable to
the Mabaraja to <eek to retamn possession of &
country so difficult yet 1n the mmmenss resources
at his command 1 his wealihy treasury and
numerous and disoiplined army he bas the means
of overrunming 1t and of consummating at least the
rue of its present ruler * Rsnpt was not what
he otherwise would have been the last hnk m the
chan of conquerors hke Chengiz Khan Timur
Nadir snd Ahmad Shak The temptation of
pushing his conquests to the Hindukush of aveng
ing upon the Afghans the innumersble wrongs they
did to hus native Province  fulfilling the prophecy
of the lawgiver 1n recovering the sandal portalg 1
exploit which would shed a lustre on Ranps Singh s
achions f—all these dresms he brushed away He

fbid Oh May 1888 No. 76
4 Imd 1Bh Auguet 1638,
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did not beheve m desultony 1ands What he con-
quered, he consolidated 'n lis own way

It mav be amgued apamnst this view that the
fact that he joined m the Tupartite Ticaty {o res-
tote Shah Shuja *hows that he was not disinelined
to an enterprise a2anst Afghamsthan But he
was an unwillng pmitner 1n the alhance  He
joined beeause he knew that the Buitish Govern-
ment was prepared to undertake the expedition even
without him and perhaps he femed that wath therr
phenomenal good luck and then immense resources
theyv might succeed where he could expeet nothing
but farlme Yet pethaps he cheered s vexed
spitit with the hope that the Enghsh would yet be
haffled ™ as n fact they were

Ranpt’s North-Westein conquests  have  1vo
stages At fist he did not cither feel himself
stiong cnough to 1ule duectly the territories beyond
the Indus or he did not think 1t to be the prope:
pohicy He conquered Peshawar, Dera Ghaz
Khan, Dema Ismail Khan, Kohat, Tank and Bannu
but was at first ontent o .ule these through the
local Muhammadan clieframns, who acknowledged
Ins overlordslnp ond pad tnibute  He conquered
Peshawayr but gave 1t fast to Jahandad Khan, then
to Yar Muhammad Khan and finally to Sultan
Mubammad Khan as s feudatmy  He con-
quered Dera Ghazi Klian, bub gave 1t to the Nawab
of Babawalpm 1n faim and also made a pretended
or 1eal offer of 1f to one of the Sindh Amirs From

* Conmngham—Hietory of the 8tkhs, p 221
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Sultan Mubammad Khen of Peshawar Ranpit
used to derrve an annual tribute of some horses and
rice and hept one of s children as a hostage 1n
lus court He subjugated Dera Ismail Khan but
gave 1t to the dispossessed Mankers ruler Hafiz
Mubsmmad Khan es & tributary to Lahore Tank
and the neighbourming cistricts were made tribu
tary m 1823 but not direotly snnexed But mnot
long after the disturbances from Syad Ahmad in
Peshawar were over we recognise & change 1n his
policy  Dera Gbam Khan was brought under d
rect rule 1n 1681 Peshawar n 1834 Tank Bennu
and Dera Ismsail Lhan were directly annexed be-
tween 1833 and 1836 His termtory extended from
Alithankot along the right bank of the Indus to tho
Ilulls of Bajour PFrom Burnes we learn of the extent
of the authonty of the Mahara)s west of the Indus—

He has no power beyon1 the plain conniry The
Dersjat 13 under complete subjechion m Dera
Ismail Khan the people are heartily disaffected In
the Esha Khyl tarritories the chuef 18 now 1n rebel
lon  From Tank a more cartan but varying tr
bute 18 levied  From Bunnoo nothing 1s procurs
ble but by the presence of an army snd north of 1t
to the plam of Peshawar the country 1s entirely de-
pendent *

8o far 2s the problem of the control of the
border tribes was concerned Renpt was only part1
ally sucoessful ~ Many brave Sikh officers met with
death while trying to suppress tribal rebellions

* Politieal Procesdings, Lith Septasber 1587 No. %0
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Diwan Ramdyal, Amar Singh Kalan and Aftar
Singh were among the number Turbulent spints
hke Syad Ahmad also chose the territory as the
scene of their activity Syad Ahmad or M Ahmad,
who was ongmally m the seivice of Amn Khan,
came from Bareillly i Hindusthan ~ With lus
heutenants Moulav1 Abdul Har and Moulavi Ismail,
he went to the Noith-West 17« Shikaipm and m-
stigaied the people to proclum a Jihad From
Pakhli, Dhamtaw, Bangsad, Swat, Bunnoo and
Tnah people gatheied around him  Tven Yar
Muhammad Xhan of Peshawar hhe a iplo-
mat became ostensibly his ‘ mund’ or dis-
ciple, called s tioops and gave them ordeis
according to the Syad’s behests * Syad Ahmad and
Yar Muhammad weie defcated by Budh Singh but
the victory was not followed up The Syad took
shelter with the Yusufzais With their aid he
tiied to take the fort of Attock but was repulsed
There were strained 1elations between Yar Muham-
mad and the Syad and the former was denounced
as an 1nfidel under Sikh influence He was de-
feated and severely wounded Ranpt wiote, * By
divine power Ventura who had gone to bring the
horse Inly, with a small escort gave an asylum to
the leading men of the place '1 and the place was
saved fiom plunder Sultan Muhammad succeed-
ed Yar Muhammad as the ruler of Peshawar under

* Dewan Amarnath—Zafarname 1 Ranyt Singh, 1826

t Politacal Proceedings, 28rd October, 1822, No 18—Ranut to
his sgent at Ludhiens

*
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Sikh influence  But the Syad continued to give
trouble and on one occasion even succeeded 1n de-
teating Sultan Muhammad and securing Peshawar
But a disunion between the Yusufzais and Syad
Ahmad forced the latter to retire from Peshawar
He retired to Pakhll and Dhamtaur and succeeded
10 exciting an 1nsurrection 1n  those moun
tamns  There was even s danger of s attempting
to take Kashmur But ag they sftacked the Sikh
position at Muzaffarabad the Muhammadans were
put to fight and Zobbardast Khan a prominent
ally of the B8yad submitted The Byad proceeded
to Melakot mith a view to rallying his men An
attack made by the Sikh troops of Bher Bingh af
Dooble was repulsed  Bhortly after the Syad was
surprised and slain by the troops of Bher Singh
with 500 of hus fallowers After the death of the
Byad the Peshawar region enjoyed comparaiive
tranquilbty onder direct Sikh  admumstration

But 1n 1836 Mohanlal wrote to Wade— Achive

though at preseni ooncealed efforts are being made
by a Muhsmmadan fanatic ramed Nasirnddin who
has lately appeared :n the Dersjat for the purpose
of exeiting the population to & religlous war He
18 said to be & relative of the late Syad Ahmad *
The danger however did not materialise After
he had annexed the frontier terntories Ranpit fol

lowed a polioy not very different from that which
was followed by the British Government 1 the
years following the Sihh Wars It can be called

* Political Proceolings 6ih Juns, 1538 No, 64
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“a tip and 1un policy,” 2 ¢, when any particula
tribe became too agmessine, commutting {00 many
raids, a military column went into the country, in-
flicted whatever damages 1t could and came out
again - The mountaineers were kept down by a
moiable column constantly mm the field The pro-
phecy of Masson made 1n May, 1835, that ** Pesha-
war 1s the land of Egypt, the trbes of Peshawa
the childien of Israel and Ranpt Singh Pharaoh
and the nver Attock would become Red Nile if a
Moses weie found to overwhelm the Pharaoh it '™
did not mateiriahse at any period of Sikh Instory
The mulitary anangements on the Noith-West-
ein Frontier were calculated to defend the Punjab
against an nvasion {rom Afghanisthan, to prevent
an en-masse gathering of the tibes and to facih-
tate the collection of tribute, where necessary, to
overawe the tribes and to keep open the means of
communication TRanpt did not look beyond
Afghanisthan to Russia and stood 1n no awe of
Russian advance Burnes thus describes Ranpt’s
arrangements for bridging the Indus at Attock
* He retains a fleet of 37 Loats, for the construction
of a bridge at Attock where the river 1s only 260
yards wide The boats are anchored 1n the stream,
a short distance from one another and the communi-
cation 1s completed hy planks and covered with
mud—such a bridge can only be thrown across the
Indus from November to April  Skeleton frame-
works of wood filled with stones, to the weight of

* Ibid, Msy, 1885
*

13
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250 mds and bound strongly by ropes are Iet down
from each boat to the number of 4/6 though the
depth exceeds 80 fathoms and these are constantly
sirengthened by others to avoid acoident  Such a
bridge has been completed 1n three days but six 15
s more ususl period * Peshawar was strongly
fortified after 1t bad been anvexed  Forts were
arected there st Sikham at Machin & line of towers
at intervals of two Kos oconnected that ety and
Attock PForts at Attock Eharabad Shubkudur
Jahangira and other places guarded that region 1
The most 1mportant fort mm the Hazars region was
that of Kushangarh  There was & fort at Nara,
ono at Darma one at Batna one at Maru 1 ¢ one
fort for every Rs 4 000 supposing that the
Bikhs colleoted Rs 70 000 or Rs 80 000 1Inm the
south couniry were. Narra1 Kron and other forts

The whole of the Dhoond Kurrak and other moun

tains yielded no revenue But unless overawed by
forts they became s harhour for all the bandits of
the Punjab Han Singh Nalwa was klled by n
surprise stiack of the Afghans while building s
fort &b Jamrnd  After s death a new fort was
built nesrby end was named Fatehgarh The
forts between Torbela and Darband were almost
withim  might of ench other § But the most 1m

portant part of his plan of defence was conngoted
with the asqumtion of Tank Bannu apd Ders

* Bornes—Travels Vol. I, pp. 99768,

+ Bxtrach of & letter from Messon fo W de 86k Jummry 1896,
1 Mackison to Wade 2Fh Novamber 1837

§ Mackison fo Wade Sith Ociober 1587
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Ismail Khan  According to Burnes, he sewed
Dera Ismail Khan m order t¢ e<tabhish a conneet-
1on along the bank< of the Indus with Peshawar
But Wade 1emarks that the object was far decper
“The <crivaie was ntended to  tlueaten Dost
Muhammad Khan from a new quarter less diffi-
cult of access than Pochawar, while at the same
time protected the centie of the Punjab fiom any
masion of the AMghans when they might be em-
ployed m stiengthemng and con<ohdating their
power 1 Peshawar ™ The Governos of the
Peshanar 1egion were able but ruthless admim-
stratoms ke Hann Singhi Nalwa and Avitabile
Ranpt in hus emva] adimmistration of the North-
Westein fiontier was concerned mamly with ie-
venue and very hitle with justice, etc , though 1t 1s
gomg too far to assert that * To the day of his death
he was carrying on war and plundering 1ather than
govetming the greater part of the countiy beyond
the Jhelum T Ranpt allowed a great amount of
local 1ndependence ‘ Although acknowledging
the Khalsa supremacy and paying all demands made
by the Sikh Governor, cach IXhan was still a des-
put so far as the management of his hittle Khanship
was concerned and 1mposed taxes, levied fines 1n
many 1nstances punished capitally without further
reference  From the papers of Liachmi Prasad, the
Dewan of Awitabile, we can collect details about

* Pohitical Proceedings, 31st August, 1837, No 69
+ Parhamentary Papors, Lt H B Edwards to the Resdent at
Lahore, May 4, 1847
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the revenue and expenditure of Peshawar 1 the
tume of Avifabile

Peshaar—
Revenue—
Nanakshah 11 88 708 o
Goondas (rupees) 174118 0
18 00 822 0
Dedusting § for
174 118 Goondas a1 704 5
1889087 1
Expenditure—

Pensioners 0 808 0
Chantable lands 24 080 4
Jagoerdars 6,20 500 0
Balary of Avitabile 50 000 0
Offico cstablishment 7087 0

Headmen of villages distrrot
officers  judielal expenses 25 840 8
Ramgho! Battalion (4,834) 2960 827 0
Polics corps 51 158 0
ToraL 1070845 13
Dedusting for Goonda (rupocs) 22068 14
———
1074 081 14

Dalanco i Nanakshahf (rupoes) 2049075 18

This is exclusive of the expenses of tho
Kohustance forca of ¢ ¢Q0 men, of repairs of pub-
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he bwldings, <upphes 1 the forts, commussions,
assignments, cie *

Bannoos Tank—

Revenue about 65,000 rupees

The revenue was very often collected vt ef armics
Dora Tsamail TWhan, Marwat, ecte —

Revenue 6,041,686

A compauson 1s often made between Ranjit
Smgh and Hyder A1 In the Malabar Coast 1e-
gion Hyder Ali’s position was somewhat simular
to that of Ranpt Singh m the Noirth-West Frontir
Physically the Malabai coast was indented, preci-
pitous, full of mountamn goiges and magmficent
forests The mhabitants, the Nawrs and the
Moplas, weie hke the Waziris and the Afridis of the
North-West Fronticc  Theie was very hitle culti-
vation  Plundeing of peaceful neighbours was
a common feature The Malabai 1egion baffled the
military skill, activity and 1esolution of Hyder
The mhabitants 10se fiequently 1n 1ebellion  Hyder
made terrible raids and left monuments of lis

* Toreign Department Miscellancous, No 851, 8ec V, refers
to revenue and expenditure in normal fimes

Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar Records, Bundle No Aa 16 (u)—
Official 1n charge Bakhshn Bhagat Ram
, The pay rolls contained in the bundle relate to a division of the
regular army stationed 1n Peshawar  The normal strength of this
division consisted of seven to ten battelions of infantry and fifteen
to twenty pieces of artillery of the regular army together with some
uregular horse whose number cannot be owactly estimated The
annual cost of the maintenance of this division amounting to eight lakhs
of rupees per annum was almost equal to the revenie of the province
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vengeance established mibitary posts only to meet
with renewed resstance from the jungle tcallahs
The Malsbar coast remamed the most vulnerable
gpot of his kangdom and was reduced repidly by
Hartley 1 the war with Tipoo * Ranpt  how
over, met with a moderate degree of success 1n the
solution of hie western frontrer problem So long
as the Bikh kingdom lssted the frontier was de-
fended sgminst Afghamisthan The border tribes
were not of course brought under direst control but
that was not possible under the errcumstances and
they are gtill taxing the ingenuity of the British
Government  So far as the admumstration of the
conquered terntory on the western frontier was
concerned he was not wholly unsuccessful On
the whole Ranpt showed more coolness 1 his
western frontier than Hyder Ah imn the Malabar
coast region.

* Owen—Belections from Wellloglon  Despatches  Introloetion,



CHAPTER VII

RANJIT SIXGH'S RELATIONS WITH BAHAWALPUR,
SIvDH, NLPAL AND OTHIR INDIAN STATES

Bahawalpur—was a state on the left bank of
the Sutley and the Indus below 1ts junction  On its
south 1t was bounded by the terntories of the Amars
of Sindh, on the east by the deserts and Rajputana,
on the west by the Sutlej, the Punjnad and the Indus,
on the north by the protected British territories
After 1815, 1t was also to some extent under the pro-
tection of the British Government In 1833, a treaty
was concluded between the East India Companv
and the Bahawalpur chief which established ¢ eter-
nal friendship and alhance ’ It was ruled by the
Daudputras

In 1807, when Ranpt Singh laid siege to
Multan, 1ts ruler Muzaffar Khan was encouraged by
the rerqgming Khan of Bahawalpur to offer resistance
but in February, 1810, when Ranpt Singh again
besieged Multan the Bahawalpur Khan was luke-
warm and did not send any help The Khan wanted
to, be on good terms with the Sikhs Even when
approached by the chiefs of Dera Ghazi Khan and
Dera Ismail Khan, he 1emained apathetic *

* Shahamat Ah—Historv of Behawalpur
>



104 RANJIT BINGH

In 1818 Ranpit conquered Multan and 1n 1821
the Derrjat  After the death of Bahawal Khan I,
Ranpit demanded tmibute of s successor Badih
Muhammead Khan He refused A battle was
fought near the fort of Tibbee The Khan was de-
feated and had to promise to pay a heavy nazaranah
Badik Muhammad Khan transferred the payment of
tribute from the Nawab of Multan and the Nazim of
Dern Ghazi Khan to Ranpt Singh when he became
posacased of these countries  After the Darajat was
farmed to the Khan the annual nazaranah was
raised to two lakhs of rupees  The annual nazara
nah had atways to be exacted V1 ef-armees As often
a8 a mlitary demonstration occurred 1t was the
mgnal for tho Khan s officers 1n aunthorty on the
opposite sde of the mver to abandon the countrv
and cross aver fo their side leaving as little property
ns possible to be pillaged by the marauding wnvad
ors A compromise gencrally occurred for less than
half the sum demanded when the Sikhs retired
leaving the country cach tume less ecapable than
bofore of ratisfying the increased demends upon it *
For military reasons most probably the 8iLh tern
tory on the Derah frontier vas dovetailed into that
of the Khan of Bahawnlpur

Bahawal Khan ITT or Rahim Yar Kbhan who
suceeeded 1n 1825 continued to pay the annual
nazaranah to the Sthhs  The revenue demand was
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increased annually until 1t 10se to a sum of five lakhs
of rupees per annum In 1831, Ranpt Singh an-
nexed the territories held by Bahawalpm 1n farm
and biought them under direct control Ventura
was placed 1n chaige of these 1egions.

Bahawalpur never paid any tiibute for 1ts pos-
sessions on the left bank of the Sutlej and the Indus
In the anangement for the distribution of tolls
which was entered into, by the Sikhs, the Bntish,
the Sindlians and the Daudpuhias, Bahawalpur was
also given a share

Sindh —The Amirs opened communication
with Ranjit Singh after hus first expedition to Mul-
tan, when he sent a Vakil to them The Vakil had to
proceed to Hyderabad by water, the tribes on each
bank of the Indus fired at um but the nver was
broad enough to protect him  After the capture of
Multan, Ranyt’s fondest hopes were, as Cunning-
ham puts 1t, 1n the direction of Sindh ‘ The cap-
ture of Multan was the signal to the Amirs of Sindh
to conciliate the good will of their potent neigh-
bour ’ * Envoys from Sindh presented themselves
regularly before the Lahore ruler The Maharaja
also took the earliest opportunity of informing them
that he expected tribute from Sindh which thev
were before 1n the hahit of paying to the Afghans
He &id not, however, persist in his claim In 1826
he agamn demanded tribute from the envoys of the

* Polhitical Proceedings, 20th October, 1981, No, 70

14
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Amirs of Sindh  Has gssertion was that he had ac
quired the greatest share of the Kabul dormnions and
had mcceeded to 1ts nghts * Ranpt could very well
argue that 1t was not so muoh the distracted condi
tion of Kabul as his own success that had em
boldened the Bindmans to refuse their tribute to
Eabul The envoys disputed the principle and the
Maharaja did not press his demands

It was with the year 1831 that we enter upon
& new phase of Ranpt s relations with Sindh  Byad
Ahmed who had given him so much trouble on the
north west was now dead and the whole country
from Peshawar to the borders of Sindh along the
left bank of the Indus being now secure the Sikh
ruler was now fres to furn hs attention 1n the di
rection of Sindh  The Sindhis were of all people
perhaps the most rpe for conquest His steps m
his advance 1n the direchion of Bindh were quite
well marked  When he had mvaded Bahawalpur
his troops had been pushed to Sabzalkot a frontier
post of Sindh  Very fortunately he next came 1n
possession of the Baloch provinces of Harrand and
Dapl and this lnid Shikarpur open He then re-
sumed Dera Ghaza Khan  hitherto farmed to Boha
wulpur  Ventara was appointed Governor  with
orders to butld o etrong fort evidently intended for
n place d arms 1o the intended preparations against
Sindh + Ventura nlso sa1d that Shikarpur was dis-

ThHe, 1ML Jome 1631 Mo, 4L
t Momon—Travsls Vol. T p, 480,



» .
RELATIONS WITH INDIAN STATES 107

tant only thirty Kos fiom the domimions of the
Mahaiaja

Sindh was, at this time, divided among thiee
branches of the Belochee tiibe of Talpm—KHydera-
bad, Khyipur, Mupwm  According to Pottinger
the total revenue of Sindh was upwards of 50 lakhs
of 1upees

Hyderabad 30 laxhs per annum
Khyi1pur 15 lakhs per annum
Munpu 7 lakhs per annum

Bul Buines says that Hyderabad had only an income
of 16 lakhs, Khyipw 10, Mupw 5 lakhs per annum
and the total 1evenue was thus 30 lakhs only
The military foice of the Amns according to
Pottinger* amounted to 20,000+ 12,000+ 8,000 or
40,000 in all The chief strength of that force was
1n cavalry and a more contemptible body could
scarcely be imagined DBwnes,T however, observes
that ‘ various surmises have been made regarding
the strength of their army but they seem vague and
indefimte, for every native who has attained the
years of manhood, the meicantile clagses alone ex-
cepted, becomes a soldier by the constitution of the
Government the host to be counted 1s there-
fore a rabble ’
* The Sindhians after the death of Muhammad
Azim Khan had succeeded 1n getting possession of

* Theutenant Pottinger's Memoirr on Smdh
1+ Burnes—Travels, Vol I, pp 224-26
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Shikarpur It was a fortutous possession and
Ranpit thought that he had greater claims upon 1t 28
the successor of the Duram monarohy 1n ths part
of 1ts empire  Bhiharpur was his mam objectzve in
the south It was regarded as the gate of Khoras
gan was of the greatest importance to the Indus
trade and 1% may bo asid that of Ama It had a com
mercal connection with many remote maris The
possession of Slukarpur would lav Afghamsthan snd
Beluchisthan under tangible conirol What was
wost mnteresting more than half the population
were Bikhs and only about one-tenth were
Mubammadans Its land revenue was 3% lahhs and
1t duties were farmed at G4 000 rupees *

The Maharejn thought 1t necessary to sound
the views of the Bntish Government He told
Wade carly 1n 1831 that he had ashed Sir David
Ochterlony over their libations whether the British
Government had any design of extonding 1ts posses
mons who sud  mno the company 1s pated  (sair
hogra)  Ho enquired of Wado whether 1t was sl
the case T In October 1831 when Ranpt Singh
and Lord Willam Bentinch met at Roopor Ranjit
did not make any direct enqury of the Governor
Genernl  But informally he asked the Chief Secre
tary some questions regarding Simdh with & view to
chait the views of the British Governmont regard
ing Sindh  But the Government was reticent Even

Tolitial Preecedings 1st July 2831 ko, 43
+Id, o 42
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though Pottinger was at that time negotiating
a commeicial Tieaty with the Amns of Sindh
the Butish Government kept the fact concealed
duning the mterview ° As the project had been ma-
tured, 1t would have better suited the chaiacter and
position of the British Goveinment 1f no conceal-
ment had been attempted,’ especially because he
was also to be a paity to the opening up of the Indus
Ranpt Singh did not think 1t prudent to oppose the
British Government on the pownt of the commetrcial
Tieaty and for the time being did not press his
clums on Shikmpw and gave up his intended de-
signs against the Amns DBut a commercial tieaty
meant that the Enghish would have objections to
Ranpt’s distmmbing the Amns of Sindh and 1t prae-
tically amounted to the Enghsh taking the
Sindhians under paitial protection

Ranpt, however, did not altogether give up lus
designs on Sindh We leain from Burnes that one
of the Talpur punces of Hyderabad, Noor
Muhammad, cultivated a close friendship with the
Sikhs Ranpit also fixed a pension for an expelled
Kalhora and kept him at Rajanpw beyond the Indus
as a check upon the Talpurs

In 1835, Ranjt once again began to make pre-
parations for an advance on Shikarpur and an attack

* Cunmingham—Hastory of the Bikhs, p 198

Metealfe’'s Minute—* It 18 a trick 1n my opimon unworthy of our
Government 1t 13 just such a trick as we are often falsely suspected
and accused of by the native powers of India’

+ Burnes—Travels, Vol I, p 281
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on Smdh  Oo the 28th September 1835 the Ma
haraja held s Durbar he presented a khdat to hus
grandson Nao Nihal Singh and ordered him to pro-
ceed to Multsn to advance to Mithankot and to
1nform the rulers of Smdh that if they would sgree
to pay the Maharsja the tribute which they were ac-
oustomed to pay to the kings of Kabul, ail would be
well otherwise Shikarpur would be ocoupled Hen
Singh Nalwa was directed to join the Kumar A
casus bells wes also there the Mazarie had attacked
Mithsnkot and returned to thew homes after talang
a good deal of plunder The merchants oo com

plained of the unsuthorized detention which they
suffered from the Mararis s wild and lawless tribe

paying hitile obedience to any government stil con

sidered among the nominel gubjects of Sindh *

The Amurs of Sindh were 1n great alarm when
Ranyt bingh seemed bent on edvancing towards
Shikarpur  They despatched & oakil to Dost
Muhammad and also wrote to the Afghan chiefs by
the way of Kohat on the Dernjat The Arurs Air
Nur Muhommad Kben end Nasr Muhammad
Khan hnd a long prnivate conversation and the two
brothers decided 1n the first mstance to assemble
troops with s view to deterring Ranpt Singh s ad
vance but 1n caso that scheme did not succeed they

would apply to the British Government for assist
anco T

Polltical Preceedings 181h October 1535
1144, Bed October 1830 No, 3L
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Dewan Sawan Mal, the Goveinor of Multan,
advanced with 2,000 men, 5 guns and 50 swivels
and plundered the town of Rojhan belonging to
Rustam Khan  He also took the fort of Xem on the
Indus The Sikh aimy was coming every day fiom
Lahore to Mithankot and the Sindhans weie as-
sembling at Shikaipur The Amirs sent a force of
10,000 horse and foot to Larkhana and their troops
were mobilised fiom all quairters Tifty pieces of
artillery were also sent to that place It was ex-
pected that an engagement would shortly take place
between the two aimies unless the Amns consented
to pay the amount of tuibute demanded *

Theie 18 no doubt ‘ that Sindh would have been
invaded by the Sikhs had not Pottinger’s
negotiations for then protection deterred the Maha-
raja from an act which he apprehended the English
might seize upon to declare their alllance at an
end 't Ostensibly 1n deference to the wishes of his
ally, Ranpt let his relations with the Amirs of Sindh
stand on then old footing He was urged by his
Sardars not to yield to the British Government and
1t 18 sa1d that Dhian Singh 1n open court went so
far as to call him a woman to his face § But all this
was to no purpose

It 1s wrong to assume that Ranpt now gave up
all s designs upon Sindh  He did not enter 1nto

* Tbsd, 28th November, 1838, No 16
+ Cunningham—History of the Sikhs, p 205
I Vigne—A Personal Narrative

’
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any final demarcation of the frontiers  He tned to
take advantage of the want of cordiality between the
Alirpur branch of the Talpuns and the chefs of
Hyderabad and Kbairpur Tt has opparently been
the pohcy of the British Government to overlook this
chief while 1t has been courting alhance with hig
brethren 1n authonty 1n Smdh  whnch has made
them careless of their goodwill and @ more readv
mstrument 1n the hands of the Sikhs * Wade
thought 1t necessary to check the intercourse between
Tzbore and Mirpur

Ladal —The tableland of Ladak 18 1 the
Upper Indns Valley  Two-thirde of the people
were Bhooteah hillmen and one-third Knshmin
Muhemmadans § The Rajs 8 fitle was Gecapo The
cntire government was 1n the hands of the Khalon:
or mimister The Geeapos were frequently changed
and afterwards turned priests or Lamas The troops
of the Ladak Raja were mostly harsemen who used
matchlochs hows arrows and swords  They num
bered about 2 000 The infantry numbered npproxi
matoly about 1 200 and used the same arms  The
revenue of the Ladnk Raja was npproximately about
G 1akbs of rupees per annum but thig revenue was
pmd mestly 1n kand }

The trade of Ladak was not inconmderable
thongh almost the only stoch 1n trade was shanl

* Political Proceedings #1rt Joly 1877 Ko 18

earsey Note Vol XVITI 1835 Asiatic Jouwrnal.

i;aunnl of Obolum Hyder Rbmw IBI2-1825 Asistic Journal
oI
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wool Moorcroft wrote, * It 1s not easy to make out
the capital which passes thiough Leh but I find that
Tothee Mull, a banker at Amrtsar, has generally
from two to thiee lakhs cmployed through the
mechum of Russool Joo, Azim Joo and other
Kashmirees at tlhis place ™*

Ladak had no 1elation with China of a polifical
nature, had no connection with Lhasa save that
which arose fiom commumty of 1ehgion, language,
manners and close proximity |

Thus Ladak was not an unprofitable country to
conquer After the conquest of Kashmir the next
step would naturally be the conquest of Ladak
Major Hearsey notes, ‘ In the event of an enemy
wishing to conquer Kashmir that place could always
be invaded from the Ladak side and the task of 1n-
vasion would become easier 1n the winter with the
snow frozen and all the rivers and watercourses
passable over the ice The Sikh troops would not
be able to fight at an advantage there 1n the winter
Neither then horses nor their horsemen would he
able to withstand the cold f If this view of the
military importance of Ladak 1n 1ts relation with
Kashmir was correct, 1t was necessary for Ranpnt
Singh after the conquest of Kashmn to subdue
Laadk and maintamn 1t as a buffer Most probably

* Letters of Moorcroft, No 1, Asiatic Journal, XXI, 1836, p 132
4 Ibid, No 3, June 11, 1822
I Hearsey's Note, Vol XVIII 1835, Asmtic Journal

15 ’
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other motives no less important than these were also
at work directing s ambitton towards Ladak

It was no wonder that 1n the winter of 1820
when Mooreroft came to Ladak with a view to open
up British trade reletions wnd buy horses the
Ladsk Governmeni wes very apprehensive of Ranpt
Singh s designe  Moorcroft remained 1n Ladal for
the remarming days of the year 1820 and the whole
of 1831 He at first talked about Shawlwool and
horses but very repidly mutual confidence was estab-
hisbed and the Ladah Government tendered 1t nlle
mance to the Britzsh Government through Moor
croft Mooraroft wrote to o friend  An outhne of
the principelity of Liadak 18 much dotails of the
interior and exterior relations ns may epable our
governmeat to appreciate the value of the subjechon
and the cost of protection have been transmitted to
the political department *  Thus Moorcroft »
journey to open up Ladak to British trode might
have hecome the thin end of a wedge and the same
process of Bntish cxpanmon might have begun
Tadak ns was Inter on repented 1n Sindh - But even
m the year 1891 1822 the Government had not vet
hecome apprehensive of the accumulation of wealth
and power i the hands of Ranpit Singh  As it was
the Bntish Government disowned Mooreroft and
trned 1n every wav to qmet the alarm  of Raniit
Singh t Later on whon the Brtish Government

Lettery of Mocerroft W 1
1 Priltial Proceeding~ TTh Octeber 1811 Ko, 18
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becawe appichensive ol the power ol Ranjt Sigh,
they considered 1ts lmtation i the ducection ol
bindh as more 1mportant than i the dnection ol
Ladak  So Liadak could easily be conqueied by the
Jammu Raja Golab Singh in 1834

According to Wade, Golab Singh did this ' 1n
vider to stiengthen lus means of seizing hashmn
itself when the expected opportunity may ofter and
the Mahaiaja neither knew lus design beloie the

= A letter of Guthrie, one of the unfortunate compsmons of Moor
croft, refers to the career of one Agha Mchdee and & Muhammadan
assistant or servant of lus and thewr activities 1 tle interest of hwussit
i the region of Leh or Ladak  (dstatic Journal, 182, Ilcbruary,
p 167, dated, L, lst August, 1821) Agha Mechdee had according to
wuthrie come once before to Liadak with a view to sccure Hhawlwool
goats i order that they might produce the mecterial and wanufacture
odhawls 1n Russia This Agha was onginally & Jew, then he became
a Chnistian He was diecerning and ssgacious He was so successful
m lus first mission that he was sent once agein with introductory
letters to the chief of Leh and other states on the borders of India and
with valuable presents After lus arrival at Yarkhand Agha Mehdee
became o Muhammadan and successfully bafiled for the tume being
the designs of Moorcroft and lns compamons to wisit larkhand He
then marched to Lieh but on the way ho died His assiatant arrived in
Liadak but not being so sagacious as Agha Mehdee and bemng addicted
to sensuality he sqyuandered away the large sum at hus disposal and
gave up the intention of returming to Rugsn

According to Mr Guthre, Agha Mehdee had 1mperial letters to the
Raja of Ladak and Mahara)a Ranjt Singh He thought that the
Czar Alexander contemplated an invasion of Ching and as Ladak and
Kashmr were localities favourable for the Russian army the friendship
of Maharaja Ranjt Singh and the chief of Iizdak wae sought But
as narrated above the plen, if there was any, fell through The story
18 1nteresting though we are not in a posifion to say how far the sur
mises as to the political nature of the miseion of Agha Mehdee ars
correct
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place was conquezed nor approved 1t though he may
not be inchned to reverse 1is execution *

But Wade s statement that the Maharayn did
not hike the conquest of Liadak 18 contradicted by the
fact that for a long time Ranjt s intention of mvad
1ng Ladak was an open secret  Further at the time
when Zorawar Bingh invaded Ladak Dr Henderson
chanced to be present there The chiof of Ladak
tried to make use of lum and gave out that he was
a British ambassador sent to ratify the Treaty that
“Moorcroft had entered into with lum  though he
knew that the Englishman was really an oxplorer
For three months the operations of Zorawar Singh
wore suspended  He 1nformed Golab Bingh and
Golab Singh applied to the Maharaja who 1n Ius
turn referred to the British Resident at Ludhinna
The Resident assured the Maharaja that the Brntish
Government had pothung to do with Dr  Hender
son f All this would not have been done 1if
Ranpit 8ingh had disapproved of the policy of con
quest He could have ensily put a stop to the cam
pargn of Zornwar Singh beforp 1t was successful

A tnbute of 80 000 rupees was fixed for Lndak
It sbould further be noted that Galtb Bingh was
anti British 1n feoling and most probably he wanted
to extend his conquests down the course of the Spith
unti} they approached the Nortk Eastern frontict of
the Nepalese domimione and this mght n near

THd 3 Jannary 1838 Mo, 46,
Hogel~Trarels pp 10102,

«
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futuie lead to an alhance, iesulting fiom direct 1n-
tercowrse which might be of advantage to both the
powers  The wily one-eyed 1uler most probably ap-
proved the plan of the pro.essedly anti-British Dogra
with some such ulterlor motive m view At least
this 1s not an 1mprobable view

Ishardu —Atter Ladak 1t was the turn of Iskai-
du, which was to the west of Liadak The traveller
Moorcroft wiote an ambiguous letter to 1ts ruler
Ahmad Shah holding out promises of British sup-
poit It fell into the hands of Ranpt Singh and he
forwarded 1t to the Buitish Goveinment without
complaint or comment A duplicate, however,
reached Ahmad Shah of Iskaidu and that rulel,
therefore, continued to expect Biitish help He took
Jacquemont 1n 1831 as the successor of Moorcroft
When Jacquemont was in Kashmir a messenger
came to him from Lattle Tibet with a proposal fiom
the ruler to place his country at the disposal of
Jacquemont But the latter under the pretence of

requiring an 1nterpieter sent for the man whom he
knew to be Rannt’s spy there

In Maich, 1831, there was a conversation
between Ranpit Singh and Jacquemont, which clear-
ly indicated that the Sikh ruler had ambition 1n two
diréctions—north and south

Maharaja—What conquests can T undertake at
present ?
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Jocquemont—Any country of Asim not already
occupred by the hnglsh?

Maharaja—But what province shall I first think of
tahing? Tibet? You have been there

Jacquemont—Your Majesty would have only to
send your Gurkhs regiment but that
country 18 muserahly poor

Maharaja—What 18 the use of conquering such a
country? I want lands which are
rich and prosperous  Could I not
have Bindh?*

But as he feared active British opposition to lus
southward advance he advanced northwards
Ahmad Bhah the reigning prince tried an allr
wce with the Company  The wvimt first of Moor
croft then of Vigne then of Dr Falconer to Iskar
du enabled hum to postpone the enil day The British
Government s attitude was not very encouraging 0
Abmad Shah  The Secretary wrote to Wede No
proper opportumty ought to be omitted of cultivat-
ng a frniendly understanding with this clief but you
must be careful not to use any exprezmon which
could excite 1n lnm a hape of our ever interposing on
Ins bobalf with any of his neighbours ¥ But
W nde s hints and intercessions on bebalf of the

Victor Jacqooment  [nterview with Aaharaje Danfit Bingh at
Lahors,  Meders Ravies 1031 Nowembor Traomlsted by D I

1 Telitkea? Proceedings 23rd Msy 1805,
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Iskairdu Prince combined with the visit of Vigne and
Falconer to Iskardu with no other merit than that
of bemg Europeans, deterred Gulab Simgh lom m-
;ading that principahity for the time  Most prob-
ablv Gulab Simgh connected Wade's Innts with the
viaits of Vigne and Faleoner and as he did not know
that there was anv difference of views between the
Government of India and 1ts agent, he thought it
prudent 1o postpone his attack for some time and
feel s way

In 1836, we find Ranpt Singh i Kasba
Tandiala, wheie Zorawar Singh, Jammu Goveinor
in Kishtwai, 1esponsible for the conquest of Ladak,
waited on the Maharaja ~ Zorawar Singh gave »
hint that Lattle Tibet was not very distent and 1ts
boundary was contetminous with the domnions of
China  Ranpt Singh’s reply was that the ‘ Pad-
shah of China ’ had always 120,000 soldiers 1eady
to fight so that 1t would not be possible to fight with
him Zorawar’s reply was that by the luck of the
Maharaja they would succeed *

Ranpt was not guided by a mere lust of con-
quest 1n approving the move against Tiadak He
wanted to be the neighbour of the Nepal 1uler But
the Maharaja deprecated the idea of any further ad-
vance that would bring him 1nto collision with the
mighty Colossus of Asmia—China He moderated
the ambition of his overzealous deputies and lieute-
nants  After his death when Zorawar Singh took

* Umdat ut Tawankh, TIT, p 806,

b
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Tshardn 1n 1840 and Garo 1n 1841 Ranpt s prophecy
proved true  There was a colhsion with the
Chinese & Sikh defent FEnglish interference result
1ng 1n peace and restoration of the status guo ants
bellum

Renpit had one great gifi—=a very fine and rare
@ift of high statesmanship—the sense of imits Hi=
wilhngness to moderate lus ambrtion 18 specially
conspienous 1n his relrtrons with the Afghans and
the hill states 1n the north outmde the Punjab

Nepal —Pnithi  Naravan Bingh the first
Gurkhn king of Nepal was a barbarian and from hix
denth 1n 1776 uniil the usurpation of power by Jung
Bohadur 1n the forties of the nineteenth centurvy
Nepal was the greatest centre of polibical intrigues
Bver mnce the Nepalese War 1n 1814-1816  the
Nepalese Court was trying to find ot allies and to-
wards the close of Ranpt Singhs hfe a special
cffort was made to engoge lim 10 rn ant: British
alhance with Nepal His grent fascination for the
Gurkhas a8 soldiers his well known disapporntment
of the British alliance his conquest of Ladak which
made the Si1khs the neighbours of the Gurkhas com
bined with the presence of n strong  anti Brtiah
party in the Lahore Court headed bv the Dogra
brothers encouraged this intercourse

In 1884 a Nepalese ngent arrived at Amrifsar
via Ludhiana  The nature of his interview was at
vanance with the avowed object of his vimt  Wade
thought 1t too Iate m the Maharaja a career and too

«
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repugnant to his political sagacity to enter, except
1n the last extremity, into any simster designs which
the less sagacious chiefs of India might cherish *
He was destined to revise his opinion very soon

In May, 1837, a mission arrived at Amiitsar
from Nepal composed of Kalo Singh and Captain
Karbar Singh They also talked of going to
Kashmir The British Government employed a
person to accompany the party t About a year ago
a man named Ekku Shah Pandit had arrived m
Liahoie from Benares, with a present of two ele
phants for the ruler of Lahore, from the Nepal
Government but curiously enough there was no
letter accompanying these piesents, at which the
Maharaja had expressed his surprise  He had gone
back from Liahore with two horses and some articles
of furmiture as piesents 1n September Wade
thought that * the affair was brought by inteime-
diate parties as a prelude to a regular mission ’} and
this surmise was true The 1egular mission came
now 1n May, 1837 Bhopal Singh Thapa, son of
late Amar Singh Thapa, was an officer 1n one of the
battalions of the Fiench Liegion 1n the Sikh service
He was most probably a medium of communication
between the parties in the two courts, willing to
establish an official intercourse His presence in

* Political Proceedings, 21st November, 1874, No 154
4 Ibid, 12th June, 1887, No 41
1 Itid, 12th June, 1887, No 41

16 >
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the Bikh army also enabled the Maharajs to recrutt
Gurkha soldiers for his army

The members of the Nepalese mission of May
1837 were at first treated with bare civality but very
soon the Maharaja s athitude towards them changed
The members of the mission left no stone unturned
They addressed him 1n the most flattering terms as
the lamp of the Hindus en Avatar etc  The Sikh
chieftarn rephed n & gratified msnner thet he con
mdered the interests of the two states as 1dentical
and 1nvited a continued 1ntercourse and presents of
elephants from Nepal Whether these sentiments
were real or dissembled on the part of the Maharaja
they offer o sirong contrust to the receptions usually
given to the communication of the Nepalese before
the journey of Captain Karbir 8ingh  Pror to that
time no one evar came openly to Lahore from the
Court of Nepal and 1f any one did armve he was
generally dismissed without an interview *

‘Wade feared that 1f an intercourse was conf1
nued between Lahore and Nepal other states might
follow the example of the latter power nnd try to ally
themselves with the Sikh Chieftun  Ranpt might
thercby scek to cstablish a balance of power as
agminst the Bntish Govornment

Rut the most mteresting eprsode 1n this con
nechion was connected with Motabir Singh e
fugeo from Nepal In 1838 Ranpt Singh recerved

* Ihd.
} THe, 20th October 1837
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an application from Motabn Singh that he had been
discharged friom employment by the Government of
Nepal, that he had come to Ludhiana and wanted
to come to the Punjab  Captain Wade detained
lim  Azizuddin and Gobind Ram were asked to
enqure of Captain Wade about Motabir Singh.
Wade’s 1eply was that the Governor-General ob-
jected to the secrecy observed by Motabir He had
permitted him to go on condition that he consented
to be accompanied by an English agent Ranjt told
Azizuddin to 1eport to Wade that he had no design
1elating to Motabir Singh but only wanted to see hus
‘ Kaydah ’° of fighting because he cherished the plan
of conquering Kabul Then if the Governor-General
agreed he would appoint Motabir as a servant *
About this time Nepalese relations with the
British Indian Government were not very cordial
and when 1n 1840 war with Nepal seemed imminent
overtures were made by the Brifish Government to
Motabir who was then employed in Lahore and was
a person of considerable influence 1n the army as
also in the Durbar  The British Government
wanted to support him in Nepal as a claimant for
power or as a partisan leader When the chances
of a war vanished, he was cast aside Ranjit Singh,
of course, would have made a very different use of
hi'  Smoothing over the differences between
Motabir Singh and the Nepal Durba:x, he would have

* Umdat ut Tawarikh, Vol IIT, Part IIT, pp 486 87
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used him as an a1d to the establishment of influence
in Kathmendu with 8 view to establish & balance
of power sgainst the Briish Government

‘We further hear that when the Maharajn fell
il 1n June 1839 an illness wluch proved fatal, a
confidential agent arrived from the Raja of Bikaneer
and he was ordered to wait #1ll the Maharaja s re-
covery *

Ranpt 8ingh undoubtedly approved of the con
quest of Ladak which made lnm the neighbour of
the Court of Nepal He was not an infant m the art
of diplomsaoy the last man who would be won over
by mere flattery Therefore his changed attitude to-
wards the Nepal misaon t marks s real change of
policy The embassy from Bihaneer showed the
potentiahiy of o new policy of balanes of power
But before Lo could do snythung the Lion of the
Punjeb was surprised by death

Prujeb Aldber 189

 Umdst-ut-Tawarikb—The Nepalese vakils hcd been shown the
fort of Govlndgarh.



CHAPTER VIII

RANJIT SINGH'S (GOVERNMENT, INSTITUTIONS AND
Poricy *

The 1ecords 1n the Punjab 1elating to the civil
administiation of Ranpt Singh have not yet been
published In giving an account of Ranpt Singh’s
civil administiation, I have, theiefore, to content
myself with what I can glean from the writings of
contemporary authors and fiom the references to
the previous admimstiation contained 1in the reports
of the British officers engaged in making a seftle-
ment after the annexation of the Punjab  Besides
these, there aie, 1n the Imperial Record Department,
many contemporary and semi-contemporary records
which contain information on the Punjab suppled
to the British Political Agent at Ludhiana or by him
to the Governor General Though these do not .
1efer generally to civil admimstration, yet much
valuable information bearing on cival administra-
tion, can be gleaned from them As my informa-
tion 1s derived largely from the Brtish official
sources, whatever may be said in these pages 'n
favour of the Punjab chief 1s certainly more valu-
able than 1t otherwise would have been

* On Renjit Singh's cvil admimstration, an article of mme was
published in the Indian Historical Quarterly, March, 1928 That article
has been materially altered and incorporated in this chapter
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The history of the Punjeb from 1799-1839
satisfied to & great extent, the 1deal of & constitn
fion pietured by Carlyle Find m any couniry the
ablest man that exists there rmise him to the
supreme place and loyally reverence um, you have
a perfect government for that country no ballot
box parlamentary eloquence voting conshtution
bulding or other machivery whatever can 1mprove
it 8 whit But I make this statement with some
reservetion  Absolute he was no doubt but there
were some limutations on hig absolotism  One great
himtahion was to be found in the living principle of
a commonwealth Some check was also exercised
by the order of the Akalis and by the martial nob
Lity of the Punjab though they were to a great
extent restrained by lum and then there were the
common people possessed of arms  The theocratie
commontealth or the Khalsa of which each indi
vidual S1kh considered himself a8 & member was a
potant force and Ranpt Bingh always showed due
deference to 1t  Gura Gobind Singh had invested
the seet with the digmty of gurudom  The three
fnctors of the rehigious hfe of the Bikhs were
the love of God reverence for the Gurn ond
tho 1deal of o commonwealth In course of the
gradua] evolution of Siklusm the first two had been
merged 1 each other and when the personal Gu-u
slup was abolished by Guru Gobind Singh and the
tenth Gurn declared that the Sikhs would find the
Guru 1n tho Khalsa the commonwealth becamo the
most potent factor of the Sikh religious hife
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A drum which Guwu Gobind Singh had con-
stiucted was named Ranpt and the one-eyed Sikh
ruler also professedly 1egaided himself as nothing
more than a meie dium of the Sikh commonwealth
for the assertion of the political supremacy of the
Khalsa He might have been absolute, but he
always acted in the name of the khalsa He did
not assume the title of king but 1ather the imperson-
al designation of Sarkar to denote the source of
orders In referring to his goveinment he always
used the term Khalsap or Saikar Khalsa On hig
seals he had the inscription ‘ God the helper of
Ranpt > Ranpt’s deference to the Khalsa was not
like the seeming deference showed by Julius and
Augustus Caesar to the name of the Roman Re-
public, when they established Caesarism The
Senate was at that time, to all intents and purposes
dead, whereas the Sikh religion was mm Ranpt’s
time fully alive and the Khalsa a 1eahty

The Akalis were a product of the extieme 1n-
terpretation of the teachings of Guru Gobind Singh
m which he referred to ° Kirt-nash, Kulnash,
Dharmnash and Karmnash '* They did not own
any earthly superior and represented 1n a peculiar
manner the religious element mm Sikhism Tn ad-
dition to their other military activities, they acted
as’ the armed guardians of Amritsar, took upon
themselves the direction of religious ceremonies and
also acted as censors of private morals Their con-

* (Glossary of the Punjab Tribes and Castes, Vol I, p 698
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tempt for foreigners knew no bounds They were
a standing menree to the stabihty of Ranpt Singh s
government and embroiled him 1n 1nterstate com
phieations The ottack on Metealfe s escort 18 &
case m pomt Burnes says that Ranpt hed to
place detachments of troops 1n the ferry stations on
the Sutle] to prevent the fanatics from crossing over
to British terntories  They also took the law into
therr own hands end infhioted cruel pumshments
Burnes algo mentions & village to which the fanatics
had put fire® On several occamons they even
made attempts on the hfe of Ranpt Smgh  Yet
Rennt dared not crush them though he had the
reans to do so Al that he could do was to
moderate their fanatictsm  They were formed mto
a band of irregular cavalry retarning their own pocu
har equpments and dress and when these fanahics
began thoir ravages regular troops were emploved
to bring them back The Akalis wero greatly
respected by the Sikhs and partly because- of this
and partly because of his own superstition he dared
not to defy the rehgious susceptibilities of his people
and abolish tho order of the Akals

When Ranpt Singh became the sole and
supreme ruler of the Punjab his aym was to heep
his big 8ardars under s complete control  He weak
encd all powerful cluefs by confiscations fines and
forfeitures  He did not approve of hereditary

Barpes—Travels Vol I p. 9L Rafit Sloghk  porwanos o

bis officers ™ take maost particnlar care timt the Nitungs and euch
other wronghesdsd peeple are kept at a distance,
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wealth When his officials died, he used to seize
then estates, though noimally he left sufficient for
the maintenance of the family We cannot find
fault with this practice, fiom a political point of
view, as feudal tenures were the bane of all govein-
ments His big standing axmy overawed the nobi-
Iity, the review at Dusserah of the tiocops of the
feudal chieftains and the enfoicement of stiict 1ules
of feudal dues gave him a hold on the tioops 1n the
service of the chiefs The yearly 1eview during
Dusserah was like an annual Oath of Sahsbury
The new nobles cieated by Ranpnt Singh became a
powerful check upon any hngeiing opposition that
the old Sikh chiefs still cherished towards monaichy
But the fatwity of his later yeais was 1esponsible
for a lapse fiom this attitude of aleitness and this
enabled the Jammu brothers to fiimly entiench
themselves 1n the hills He allowed too much
power to accumulate 1n the hands of Dhian Singh,
Gulab Singh and Suchet Singh who were 1n a
position to seize Kashmu and to retain Jammu and
a large district which extended over 1inaccessible
mountains fiom Attock to Nuipur in the South-east
and thence noith to Liadak besides large estates 1n
the Punjab *

Moreover the Sikhs of the Punjab were soldiers
to a man and Ran]lt never atterhpted (and 1t was
of course beyond his powers) to disarm them It
speaks much in favour of the popular character of

* Hugel—Travels, p 288
L J
17
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the military monarchy  Patriofzem 88 Acton
says consists 1n the development of the 1nstinct of
self preservation 1nto a moral duty  Fully armed
and forming the bulk of the regular army the Sihh
poople could not altogether sink 1nto the langmd
mdifference of private hfe If mulitary courage 18
democratised, 83 1t was 1n the Punjab the govern
ment cannot afford to flout the opimon of the people
Tt can 1gnore the masses only when military courage
18 the monopoly of o ruling caste or of an aristocracy
as the Spartans ignored the helots as the feudal
nobility 1gnored the commonalty of Furope wn the
mrddle ages

Central Goternment —The centre of the whole
system the pivot of the whole structure of govern
ment was of course the Mabarn)a  The dircction
of effairs {ny entirely with hun At first there wa
no regular system of accounts at Lahore The
revenue was mannged by the Amritsar banher
Ramanend who held the Octror of Amntsar and
farmed the salt mines of Pind Dadan XKhan
Bhowam Das a high revenuo officer under 8bah
Shuja joined Ranpit 1n 1808 *  He at once effcoted
o great improvement estabhished a pay office for
tho troops and a finance officc of both of wlich he
was mado the head  Graduallv Bhowam Das arrang
ed the eivil and military business of the government
mto twelve daftars or departments  Bhowani Das
recoived preat assistance from Ganga Ram  who

Lepel Orifio—The Panfab Oblels, re Bbowsnd Das,
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had served under the Mahaiaja of Gwalion  Ranpt
placed nm at the head of the military office and
made him keeper of the seal  In 1816, when Ganga
Ram died, Decnanath 1ccenved charge of the Royal
Scal and 1n 1834, on the death of Bhowani Das, he
was made the head of the enil and finance office
Bhar Ram Singh, Gobind Ram and Fakn Azizuddin
also assisted Ranpl i civil matters  The Iakn
also acted as the Chief Sceretary for foreign aflairs
The letters of business were also ficquently wiitten
by lim Though 1lliterate Rannt f1iequently criticised
and corrected the diction of lis Secretaries  Misi
Beli Ram was 1n charge of the Regalia and the
Treasmy  Khushal Singh was mn charge of the
Deodhee 1n which he was Jater replaced by Dlhian
Singh *

From the financial point of view, the Punjab
was divided into distiicts leased out, granted or
diectly admimistered Deenanath 1s said vo have
remarked that ‘‘ oniginally Maharaja Ranpt Singh
had fixed money assessment for every wvillage but
gradually the system as he grew old had been sub-
verted and that for many years theie had been seven
great districts—Cashmere, Peshawar, Wuzeerabad,
Multan, Pind Dadan Khan with the salt mines,
Kangra with a portion of Manjha and Jalandhar
Doab and in these the governors did what they
liked ’t The affairs of the countiy were 1n the

* Shahamat Al—The Bikhs and the Afghans, p 16
+ Parhamentary Papers, Acting Resdent to Becretary, BSeptember
25, 1847
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hands of three classes of officers—(1) Men of wealth
poettion and 1nfluence who were seni to the distant
provinces as farmers of revenue—Han Singh bawan
Mal Dehsa Singh Lehna Singh Awitabils and
others They managed the whole buswness con
nected with therr tarntories and very seldom repart-
ed any case to the court When they occasionally
made any reference the orders of the Maharaja
were communicated by 1ssuing Purwanas

(3) The mibtary chiefs who held feudal
demesnes on the condition of sending contingents
in the field had also unhmited authonty within
therr qunsdiction

(8) The Kardars or agents whose power varied
according to the influence they possessed at the
courts The pay of these local tax gatherers and
other secondary officers varied and was mostly un
certain It was tacitly understood that they were
to hive by the porquisites of their own appomnt-
ments *

Local Government —So far as Lahore was con
cerned the Blalladani system vwas re-esteblished
overy malla or quarter being put under ono of 1ts
influential members  The office of the Kotwal or
chief police officer was conferred on a Muhammadan
The vilinge commumties were left undisturbed 1n
the enjoyment of ther ancestral rights

Financial Adnunistration —Tho arrangements
for auditing of accounts wore for many years defec-

Foreign Department Miscellaneons ho. 558 Report ol the
Toard of Administration Labors p. 17
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tive It was, however, not untill late in the
Mahaiaja’s 1e1gn that financial order was 1estored
‘ He tiusted to his memory for 1emembering com-
pheated accounts of expenditure and for many yeais
periodically allowed the 10ugh memoranda of those
who were responsible to him to be destroyed '*
This state of the accounts facilitated embezzlement
Ranpt Singh knew tlus quite well Ide therefore
sometimes called upon his servants to pay him fees
or aids and i they retused to disgorge, he would
plunder them This was not 1n many cases un-
Justified When he confiscated the piopersies of
his dead officials, he, 1n most cases, merely balanced
lis accounts ‘ Saidar Han Singh Nalwa used to
pocket the pioceeds of lus fiontier government by
reporting constant raids by or against the Yusuf-
zais, the result being that he accumulated eighty
lakhs of rupees which Ranjt Singh seized on s
death ¥ ‘ Sawan Mal collected nminety lakhs of
1upees 1n the space.of nearly twenty yeairs, though
not engaged 1n tirade o1 1n any speculation in which
1aptd fortunes are made '

Land Tax —According to the Sikh system the
government share was assumed to be half at least of
the gross produce There aie instances i which
as much as fifty-four per cent was demanded

* Parhamentary Papers, Acting Resident to the Secretary,
September 25, 1847

+ Calcutta Review, 1844

T Parhiamentary Papers, the Acting Resident to the Becretary to
the Government of Indis, Liahore, December 27, 1847
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‘Whenever revenne was collected 1n kmd a deduction
of ten to fiftesn per cent must be made for expanses
fraud and waste Normally however the public
demand may be said to have varied beiween two-
fifths and one-thurd of the gross produce There
were various methods of assessment Kunkoot Batai,
1 sppraisement or division of produce 1n the field
aleo money rates and assessment per well *

Ezetse and Customs —Throughout ths whole
country there was s net-work of preventive lines
At the same set of stations excise duties town
duties customs duties and transit duties were all
levied without any dishinetion as to whether the
goods were domestic or foreign No dishnotion
was made between Juxuries and necessartes The
whole country being intersscted by prevenfive lines,
both lengthwise and brendthwise no goods could
escape government duties for they were cheched at
lesst o dozen times 1n the custom and excise offices
on the wey Even many sgricultural commodities
of the Punjab were hable to pay theso taxes afier
their full ehare of the land revenue had been paul
Ranpt s taxation embraced everything  every
locality every thoroughfare every town and village
overy article wherever sold mmported or exported
domestic or foroign 1 This had at luast ono great
ment It was not unoven  Morcover tho custoins
levied were not so objectionable 1n their total amount

Foreign Department Miscelaneoos Na. X7 p. 185
{ Btelnbach—The Punjab.
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as for the wony and delay which they 1nvolved
The meichants fiequently contiacted with . thnd
party for the conveyance of goods fiom the stait-
1ng pomnt to destination Thé taxation by the
chiefs could not be excessive and aibitiary, as 1n
that case, the merchants would change thew 1outes
and convey then goods thiough the teiritory of a
less exacting chief Inspite of the handicaps men-
tioned, commeirce was in a flomishing condition
Theie weie m all eight salt mines of which
fom only weie worked, then names being—IKhm
Chotana, Korah, Keiah, and Makia;  Gulab Singh
faimed the salt mines According to Agha Abbag
Shnaz, witing in 1837—° Foimetly the tax on salt
amounted to fowr lakhs, after the visit of Captan
‘Wade the faim 10se to 8/9 lakhs, afterwards to
twelve lakhs, then to fourteen at which I found 1t ¥
According to 1econd No 357 of the Miscellaneous
Section of the Foreign Depaitment, excise and

customs 1eturns under Ranpt Singh may be analys-
ed thus

No of articles Yield
Imports 7 Rs 38,62,697
Exports 19 ., 9,744,861
Imports and Exports 4 ,, 1,387,739
’Mlscellaneous 18 ,, 1,61,817
. 16,36,1144

* Agha Abbas Shirazi—Journal of a Tour through Parts of tlLe
Punjab, 1887

1 Foreign Department Miscellaneons, No 857, p 219
L]
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To this should be added the taxes from salt
monopoly approximately 8 00 000 rupees This
brings the total customs revenue spproximately to
24 00 000 rupees

BRanjit Bingh of course did not understand
the advantage of doing awey with iternal barners
But we should not find feult with him when we
consider the enviroument 1n which he was hrought
up Ius want of education and his 1gnorance of the
principles of political economy  That his govern
ment did not really intend to oppress will be up-
parent from the following extracts —

Last year owing to the effects of the famine
gram was distributed to the zeminders and others
both for sowing and subsiatence *

EKbharek Singh was ordered to proceed to
Multan and to take care that the cultivation along
the way was not damaged by the people 1

Remussion of the rent of Re 5 000 wons made
n the case of Rotas far the continuance of the
Maharajo s camp

Wo learn from Dewan Amarnath that when
Khushal 8ingh brought a sum of money from
Kashmir 1n 1838 Ranpit expressed great surprisc
and told him thet in view of the great famine
Kashmr there would have been no derebetion of
duty 1f he had brought no money He then sent

Folitieal Proceedinge 81st May 188 Ko #7
1 Ibd 9% Avgudt 1830 No. 57
3 INS, Tih Asguat 187 Ko 9L
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to Kashmir thousands of asses with wheat and made
ainangements for the distiibution of coin fiom the
masnds as well as the mandirs ¥ Conscious  that
the stain of the musiule of Khushal Singh would
evel 1emain on his govelnment, Ranpt tried 1a
evely way to impiove the state of things ‘ He di-
1ected four compames of Sepoys to collect all the
Kashmn people 1n the plain outside the city and
they would each 1eceive until further orders two
seers of coarse flour, that as soon as the whole were
assembled fiom the adjacent country, they would be
escorted back and blankets and largesses would le
distributed on their airival there t

M Ventua was ordered to 1each Peshawar
with all possible haste to make M Awitabile return
the two hundred rupees he had unjustly taken as
a fine from the Khutrees of the place and rebuild at
his expense, not exceeding 15,000 rupees, the
houses of the people demolished by him

After the capture of Multan, Rannt Singh
‘ began to encomage the silk manufacture of the
city He began to make presents of Mulfan uik
goods at his comt and thus their consumption was
greatly encouraged It became fashionable among
the Sardars to wear sashes and scarfs of Multan
sik '§ Ranpt once proposed to despatch 30/35
boats v7ia Bombay, with the produce of the Punjab

* Zafarnama 1 Ranpt Singh, 1833

t+ The Enghshman, December 25, 1833
+ Punmjab Ahhbar, 10tb March, 1839

§ Burnes—Travels, Vol I, p 96

18
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to try what market they would find Ranpt also
showed much desire to promote the prospenity of
Lis subjects to rmduce them to extend therr {rading
operations turning the treaty regarding the nawn
gation of the Indus to the best account ® and Yvade
himself admits thet he was well inclined to the 1n
terests of the merchant so far a8 lus  hmited 1dens
ip the sphere of commerce and mdustry vould
allow

Finally we should note one thing in particular
about Ranpt Bingh s financial admmmstration
The revenues of the country might have been strain
cd by lis system of taxation but 1n some respects
the government gave bach with one hand what 1t
tooh with the other The employments of the
state were numerous and every Jat willage sont re-
eruits for the army who sent their ngs home
Village hife had not censed to b\™ “um and most
of thoso who had come to Thod¥nd Amntsar 1 1d
their families 1n villages  Manv'a village paid halfate
revenue from the earnings of these mulitarv men
Agein the presenes of a vast army created an 1m
mense  demand manufacture and commerco
could thus bear up ‘agninst heavy taxation The
growth of the flourslung commereial aity of Amnt-
“nr 18 ¢ casc 1n point

Judieral Aduunstration —Thero were no special
officers for the dispensation of ersjl justice or for the
cxecution of errminal law 'I‘ln( chiefs  gencrallv

Tolitial Proceedings Oth November 1837
1 It Tt November 183 Mo, %0,
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judged both civil and eriminal cases and thus no 1e
gula Cowrts of Liaw weie 1equited

There was no written law  Still some soit of
Justice was dealt out ° Private piopetty in land,
the 1elative 11ghts of land-holdeis and cultivators,
the coiporate capacity of village commumties weie
all1ecogmised  Under the dnection of Jocal author-
ties, private a1bitration was extensively resorted to
The Quazis and Quanungoes exercised privately and
indiectly those functions which had descended to
them since the Imperial times The foimer con-
tinued to ordain marriage ceiremonies, to register
testaments and attest deeds, the latter to declue
recorded facts and expound local customs ¥

The Maharaja made extensive tours and he
heard appeals, he generally severely iebuked the
governors of those regions in which foo many appeals
weie made He also heard appeals in coutts
Justice was not so much a national as a local con-
cetn It was left to the feudatories, but as these
were men of the locality, they could not go fm
‘ Custom and capiice were the substitutes for legal
codes ° Fines were levied in almost all cases  Im-
prisonments were unknown and capital punish-
ments were rare In distant and disturbed pro-
vinces like Peshawar and Hazara, however, the
casd was different t

Many defects theie were undoubtedly in
Ranpt’s judicial admimistration and police system,

* Foreign Department Miscellaneous, No 856, p 21
t Ibid
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Pol ties]l Proreed: go Oth Norewmber 157
t Ibid 918t November 1838 ho. 30
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judeed both envil and enimunal cases and thus no 1e
culmr Cowds of Law were requured

There was no written law — Still vome soit o
justice was dealt out  “ Pinvate poperty in land,
the relatne nights of land-holders and cultivators,
the corporate capacity of willage communities were
all 1ecogmsed  Under the duection of local author-
tics, private avbatration was extensively 1e<oited to
The Quazis and Quanungoes exereised prinvately and
indirectly those funetions which had descended to
them since the Imperal times The foirmer con-
tinued to ordain marriage ceremonies, {o registet
testaments and attest deeds, the latter to eclue
recorded facts and expound local customs ™

The Maharaja made extensive tours and he
heard appeals, he generally severely i1ebuked the
governors of those 1egions 1in which too many appeals
weie made He also heamd appeals 1 courts
Justice was not so much a national as a local con-
cean It was left to the feudatories, but as these
were men of the locality, they could not go f(n
* Custom and caprice were the substitutes for legal
codes ° Fines were levied 1n almost all cases  Im-
prisonments were unknown and capital punmsh-
ments were rare In distant and disturbed pro-
vinces like Peshawar and Hazaia, however, the
casd was different T

Many defects there weie undoubtedly in
Ranpt’s judicial administration and pohice :ystem,

¥ Foreign Department Mscellaneous, No 856, p 21
t Ibd
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but to his eredit 1t must be acknowledged 1f Masson
(writing 1n 1826) 15 to be beheved that the predatorv
propensity of the Sikhs was to a great extent kept
under restraint Time was that s Sikh and a
robber were synonymous terms now few thefts are
heard of and seldom or ~ver those wholesale farsys
to which the chiefs were so much addicted * On
the teshimony of Hugel we can assert that the Panjah
was even safer than Hindusthan then under British
sovereignty The Maharajs compelled every village
near which o robbery took place to a very strict
account and they were made to pay the value-of thie
stolen goods

Dsplomatic service —By an arrangement with
the British Government Ranpt had & news-writer
Lala Kissen Chand et Ludhiape and the Brntish
Government had aleo 1 news writer at Lahore
Ranpit was also supplied with political wformation
from Afghamsthar and Sindh  He hed also news
wnters 1 almost all the important places of s
realm  These news-writers reported independently
of the Kardars the jagirdars or the Governors and
sometimes cven reported ngamst them They
served ns & great check upon the local ngents  The
most 1mportant of the diplomats of the Taliorn
Court was Fakir Azizuddin who was employed 1+
Ranpt Singh 1 all ks mportant  international
transactions  Azmzuddin who wns sent on a com
plimentary mission to Lord Wiliam Bentinck

Maren—Trarel Vol T p 420,



9
GOVERNMENT, INSTITUTIONS AND PoLlcy 141

1831, and who also played a prominent pait in the
two interviews of Ranpt with Bentinck and with
Auckland, was one of the two agents who deluded
Dost Muhammad n May, 1835 Harlan Feringhee
was also for some time 1n the diplomatic service of
Ranpit  He assisted Azizuddin 1in deluding  and
disgracing Dost .n May, 1835  According to
Elphinstone even in the days of Ahmad Shah
Abdali one of the defects of the Afghan goveinment
was that 1t had little information about the neigh-
bowing states The Sikh 1ule1, personally, was one
of the most well informed of men and his govern-
ment was quite well acquainted with the affans of
the countiy 1t was interested 1 * His curiosity
15 1n striking contrast to the general apathy of the
nation,’ so wrote a foreign observer

In making an estimate of Ranjit Singh’s civil
admimstration, we should note 1n particular the
1elations between his government and the Muham-
madan subjects As early as 1801, we find Ranpt
Singh nomnating Kazi Nazimuddin as the head of
all the Muhammadans who recogmsed his govern-
ment Mufti Muhammad Shah was appointed as
his adviser 1n matters relating to moitgages, sales
and contracts Imam Bux was made the head of
the city police He had many tiusted Muham-
madan officers, Azizuddin, Nuiuddin, Mian Ghouse
Khan and others During a gieat pait of Ranjit
Singh’s reign the custodian of the celebrated Sikh
fort at Gobindgarh in Amritsar was Imamuddin
When Ranpnt appointed Nuruddin as the Governor
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of Gurat and 1ts neighbourhood the h gh-caste
Hindus with the sacred thread protested against this
lut to no purpose * The great Sihh ruler wes
superior to communal prejudices He oven publ el
expressed his regard for ubhammadan sants Fhs
custom was to favour the Syads in the matter of
assessment T As Masson says the on'y hardslup
of which the Muhammadens had to complain was
the mterdiction of the Aran Consderng the
grevances of the Sikhs agamst their Mubammadan
oppressors 1t wus certamnly very creditable that the
8ihh government were so forbearing

In this connection we should further note the
following inexdent —On the 20th August 1825,
Mirra Bagun Beg  Kumidane Top Khana with
others spproached Ranpit Singh and protested to
Inm on behelf of his Muhammadan officers ngaines
lus order thet there must not be any Tazir  on
the street 1n connection with the Molurram feativnl
He pleaded 1n favour of the Mubammadans thas
they had been taking out Tazigs from time 1m
memonial  He further submitted that 1if the
Malaraja had eny prejudice agamst the Muham
madans he should first dismiss lns  Mubmmmadan
officers  Tho Mabaraja told them fo build  Tazias
in their own houses but not to exiubit them
public  Ranpt Singh then ashed Azizudidin
whether he too expressed sorrow 1n that faslion at

Zsfarnam iTNanjt Bmgh 1807 p 3¢
{ The Neddent to Litwtenant Fdward  13h November 1817
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the time of the Mohwiam  Azizuddin 1ephied m
the negative

Two days after Kharak Singh told Ranjit Singh
i the open durbar that the Muhammadans of the
{own and the Muhammadan soldieis of the Mahaiaja
were very dissatisfied because they had heen order-
ed not to take out ‘ Tazias’ 1n the sticets The
Maharaja then gave oiders to the Kotwal to pro-
claim that any one wilhng to take out ‘ Tazas’
could do so and the Mahaiaja would not nbjcet ™
It was of cowmse the force of Muhammadan public
opmmion that compelled the Mahaiaja to yield
But if Ranpt Singh had been a bigot, he would
certainly have stood by his pievious decision

Well might the Muhammadans piay in their
mosques for the 1ecovery of Ranpit Singh as they
did when the Maharaja fell 11l in 1826 1

There were many defects undoubtedly in the
adminmistrative system of Ranpt Singh  Thowgh
forms and institutions were evolving they were yet

* News of Rannt Singh's Court, 20th and 22nd August

t+ A very interesting incident in comnection with Ranpt Singh s
relations with the Muhammadapns was a complaint made by Shah
Ayub He complained before the Maharaja that Sultan Muhammad
Khan had married the deughter of 8hah Zada Ashraf His complaint
Was’that 1t was a disgraceful thing that a Wazir should marry the
daughter of a Shah Zada Ranpnt Singh said fhat the Lahoie Adalat
would try the case Then he proposed to refer the matter to Captam
Wade Even in their disgrace the descendants of Ahmed 8hsh re
tamned their false notions of prestige but curiocusly enongh did noe
feel o sepse of shame 1n referring such matters to an alhen raler who
was no co religlomst (Umdat ut-Tawankh, IT, pp 2938 94)

§ Zofarnama 1 Rannt Singh, 1826, p 172
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in their nfancy  To a large extent 1t was a govern
ment of diseretion The kingdom was not united
by laws and adorned by arts There might have
been also a partial abuse of delegated authority
His own mind sgein does not seem to have been
suited to enlarged views but only to the minute de-
tals of eivil pohey The greatest defect of s
svstem lay 1n the fact that the treasury was 10 most
cases filled with the help of ihe standing army and
1t was with 1ts belp agsin that control was exercis
ed over distant provinces The personel influence
of the Liead of the state formed the sole hold upon
the discipline and sffections of the troops  But the
greatest mert of Ranpt Singh was that he knew
where to let men and things alone His mind un
hike that of many other autocratic mlers was not
obsessed by the idea of centralibation In his
government there was centralisation, but 1t wwas
manly financiel The Bikh Government was pre-
pared not only to allow subordinate nghts to remain
but nlso to preserve them Mr Temple says 1o his
report on the settlement of the district of Talandhar
As things stood therc have been no convulsions
no confusions of rights and properites  The
springs of society had been overstrmined perhaps
but they only reqmred removal of the pressure, no
deliente rendjustment was needed It may not Lo
out of place to mention here two British testrmonies
m favour of Rannt s civil admimstration Ina
ternitory compactly aituated he has apphed himsolf
to those nmprovements which spring only from
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gireat minds and here we find despotism without 1ts
ngous, a despot without cruelty and a system of
government far beyond the native institutions of
the east, though far fiom the civilisation of
Euiope '* ‘It gave hope to all, 10used emulation,
brought out the eneigies of the employees and pre-
tented then hanging on as cxciescences and nwsan-
ces As a mihtary despotism the government 1s a
nnld one and as a federal union, hastily patched up
mto a monarchy, 1t 1s strong and efficient 't Lafe
and pioperty weie secure  The towns fike Liahore
and Amntsar had certainly increased in wealth,
manufactures and trade weie moie thriving and the
people were not at all over-anxious to nmugrate to
Buitish teiritories

A Supplementary Note on Kashmiwr Administration
under Rangit Simgh

Kashmir—was divided into twenty purganas,
had twenty collectors, ten thanahs and four hundred
inhabited villages I The different kinds of coins 1n
use were —(1) The old rupee valved af only ten
annasg according to Hindusthani rates This rupee
was minted at Kashmir and had the Emperor of
Delhi’s name on 1t The transactions 1n the Shawl
market were made 1n this rupee  (2) There was

* Burnes—Travels, Vol I, p 285

+ Imwrence—Adventures of an Officer

T Asiatic Journal, Vol XVII, 1835 —Journey of Gholam Hyder
Khan

19 >
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another kund of rupes sssocisted with the name of
Han Singh and as such called Harr 8mghee On
one side of these coins was wnitten 8 Akal Jiu
and on another Hurree Singh  This was worth.
twelve annas—rents taxes and customs duties were
paid m this com  (8) The third Jand of rupes wes
cslled Nanaksahes 1t passed current at mxicen
annag throughout the dominons of Ranpt Bingh
but wes valued at 14} annas at Delln  The troops
were paid 1 these coms

According to Moorcroft the whole of the reve-
nues 12 Koshmir amounted to thirty mx lakhs per
annum  Land rent grain and saffron amounted to
twelve lakhs and twenty four Jakhs wars collected
from duhies on Bhawl and merchandise Converted
mto terms of Indian money 1t would amount to
twenty saven lakhs

The whole of the military establhishment of the
Sikh< 1n Kashmir (1822) was 4 000 of which 1 000
were horsemen  The Pathan force before had num
bered 16 000 to 20 000 *

According to Mooreroft the duty levied on
Shawl was about fifteen per cent of the prime
velue ¥ 'We know the details of the organisation
of the Bhaw]l department from other sources
Beforo 1833 duty on Shawls was leved according, to
the number mado and stamped 1 a year The mte
waa three annns in a rupee  In 1885 Genernl Mian

Iid  alevs HAogel—Trawel p 17
{ THe.



. -
GOVERMNMLAT, INSTITUTIONS AND POLICY 147

Singh established the * Baj ' o1 fixed amount to be
paid by each shop This method was continued by
Sheikh Gholam Mahiuddin who, however, increased
1t to Rs 120 per annum *

Moorcroft, who was not a fiiendly ecritic of
Ranjit Singh and his administration, was of opinion
that Ranpt Singh used to rackient the poor Kash-
mirecs This allegation may be partly tiue But we
have specific instances of lus interest 1n the welfare
of the Kashmuees Some of his deputies like Jamader
Khushal Singh and Gholam Mohiuddin were,
howeve1, over-iapacious The Sikh Chief himself
was 1ntelligent enough to know that 1t would not be
to lus best 1nterest to kill the goose that lays the gold-
en egg But he never attempted scientifically to tackle
the problems of civil admimistration  Had he done
so he would have known that 1t was necessary to
establish a rigid monopoly of rice trade as a pre-
ventive against famine Kashmir was almost 1r-
accessible for heavy transport and as such 1n case
of a failure of the crop, there would be a famine and
no speedy relief would be possible  Such famines
occurred during the administration of Ranpit Singh
and no measure of relief could 1n such cases suffice

* Panikkar—Gulab Singh Punjab Political Dianes, Vol VI,
pp 4445



CHAPTER Ih
RaxJiT SineH 8 EUROPEAN OFFICERS

Ventura and Allard the famous European Offi
cers of Ranpt Singh made therr first appearance 1
the Punjab 1n 1823  Before them there were two
white officars n the Punjab service—James and
Gordon * 1In the Brifish records we come ncross
tho names of twenty Buropean and Anglo-Indian
officers who served under Ranjé In Colonel
Cardner 8 hist of Ranpit Bingh s whito officers We
have about forty two names In Carmichael
Bmyth 8 appendix occur thirty nine names

The 1des of appointing European officers to
train armies was an old one  Dr Sen 1 has shown
that as early as the scventeenth century European
officors werc greatly 1n demand 1n India as artillery
experts  Balap Bap Rao for the first ttme began
the practice later populansed by Mahdhap Sindia
‘With the appointment by the Peshwa 1n the filtiea
of the eighteenth contury of Muzaffar Khan and
Thrahim Khan who had been trained by Bussy began
the history of the trained battalions under tho Indian
chieftains  the most promnent among these beyng
Hyder At Tipu Bulten Jaswant Rao Holkar and
above all Mahkdhap Sindhia

Fertign Departmment Miscrllaneos No. 128,
t Military Bystem of the Marathes p. 127
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* Their admission created a new era 1in his gov-
exnment '?* said Wade, the Biitish Resident at
Ludhiana, 1eferring to the coming of Allard and
Ventwa But this 1s a mustaken view The 1dea
of fiaiming soldiers in the Ewopean fashion had
occurred to Ranpt Singh long before the coming of
these officeis and, 1n fact, descriptive pay 10lls in the
Punjab Secretariat prove, as M: Sita Ram Kohh
has shown, that battalions tiained 1n the KEuropean
fashion existed since 1811 or even earther Allard,
Ventura and Cowt thus played the same pait 1n the
Punjab under Ranjit Singh as did Gordon and Lefort
1in Russia under Peter the Greas ''hey were onl
entrusted with the task of cariying out details They
did not oniginate any new 1dea o1 1mfiate any new
scheme

* They merely gave a moderate degree of preci-
sion and completeness to a system already intro-
duced

When Allard and Ventura made their first ap-
pearance 1n the Punjab, they were naturally re-
garded by all sections of the population as undesir-
able intruders Run Singh, the Commander of the
Gurkha battalion, even took courage to disobey an
order of the Maharaja, asking him to submuit to the
orders and wishes of the Frenchmen The Maha-
ra]EL had to promise an increase of pay before

* Fareign Department, Maicscellaneous, No 128
+ Sita Ram XKohhi—Army of Ranpt Singh (Journal of Indian
History)
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he could persuade the Gurkhas to comply * Kharah
Singh the heir spparent requested the Maharz)s to
sseign quarters to the Frenchmen at a decent dis-
tance from his own ¥ The Maharsja also was at
first distrustful but according to Steinbach s sub-
missmve and judicious letter from these officers re
moved the apprehension of the Meharaja and he
with the spinit and onginahty of a man of genius
admitted them into his service The good conduct
and the wise management of these gentlemen speed:
Iy removed Rannt Singh s prejudices against the
Europeans and the door to employment being
thrown open several mulitary men entered the ser
vice of the Maharaja { Ranjit Smgh gave the
Trenchmen s unreserved confidence and handed
over to them one of the gates of Lahore for their
cgress and ingress  But even as late as 1826 some
Bikh Sardars and chiefs refused to serve under Ven
turn and Allard and threatened to resist them by
forco § But we learn that gradually friendly rela
tions were established between the Firinghee offi
cers and the Punjab Sardars and this state of things
continued so long as the European officers were re-
quired by the Mabaraja to adhers strictly to their
military duties But as grants of land were made to
them 1t led to heart-burmings among the Punjabi

% Polrtioa! Proceedings ¥9nd Angust 1633, Ne. 19
T4,
Bteinbech—The Panfab Acconnt p 62,

§ Cardosr—Memalrs Appendre.
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Sardars and dissensions became frequent To take
one 1ngtance, the Mahaiaja made a free grant of the
village of Muranpur to Ventura It was almost a
depopulated and deserted willage 1n the vicinity of
Shikarpur, the jagur of Kumar Kharak Singh Ven-
tura repeopled 1t and as 1t became prosperous emi-
gration from the Kumar’s willage to this settlement
became frequent In order to put a stop to thus,
Kharak Singh’s men once attacked and plundered
Muranpur and even violated the tomb of Ventura’'s
son which was situated there Ventura appealed for
redress Ranjit wanted him fto take the law into
his own hands but that was not possible 1n view of
the relation 1 which an officer stands to the heir-
apparent Ventura thought himself ill-treated and
apphied for discharge ¥ The matter was somehow
patched up When once Ranjit Singh skowed some
mtention of conferring the government of Kashmir
on Ventura there was a chorus of protest from his
courtiers ¥ Such 1nstances may be multiphed

The Maharaja himself was not a hittle responsible
for this 1ll-feehng between the Sardars and the
‘ Firinghee ’ officers  'We read 1in the Englishman
of 1833 that the Maharaja asked Mr John Holmes,
an Anglo-Indian Officer, 1n open court how much he
thought Khushal Singh Jamadar had looted from the
revenue of Kashmir Mr Holmes evaded the ques-
tion and said that he was a mere soldier and knew

* Pohtical Proceedings, 17th December, 1830
1 Ibid, Tth November, 1836
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little or nothing sbout revenue Thus pretty often
Rennt Singh would unknowingly rouse jealousy
agarnst his white officers 1n the bosom of s Sardars

Ranjit Smgh 8 European officers were recrmted
from various nationalities In Gardner s hst of
foreign officers we come across Italians French
men Americans  Enghshmen  Anglo-Indians
Spamards Greeks and Rusmians A German and
an Austrien name also occur  As the Sikh Sardats
were jealous of these foreign officers they should
have presented a amted front but this was not to
be  The motley host remained to the end a hetero-
geneous body It 18 quite apparent from Gardner 3
lenguage against Ventura that there was no love lost
between them As Major Hugh Pearse notes  The
Trench and Itahan officers in Ranpt 8ingh s service
held much aloof from those of the other nationalifies
and this must heve contributed to the unfriendh
ness ¥

Rannt Singh tried to create a permanent nter
est for the Punjab among his European officors
He did not like that lns  Firinghee officers should
remain unmarried or 1f married have therr wives and
children 1n therr native country  He wanted them
to marry and settle with their wives and children 1n
the Punjab  While conversing with Wade Ranpt
once remarhed with referenee to the application of n

The Englithman 187 (Qctober *hh,
{ Memars of Alexander Gardoer—Appendix by Mafer Togh
Pearse,
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Ewiqpean that the api)llcant had been asked to biing
lns family if he wanted to get the appointment *
After Messrs Allaid and Ventura had come to the
. Punjab, they mairied and settled in the countiy and
Ranpt encomaged them to do so  In the opimion of
the Maharaja ‘ Firinghees who wele single men
were apt to think of then own country, giew dis-
contented and apphlied for their dischaige at a time
ivhen probably their sexvices could not be dispensed
with 't The European officers were at first 1equired
not to eat beef, not to shave then beards and nct to
smoke tobacco The thnd condition, however, was
not always 1nsisted upon

As early as November, 1831, Wade wiote to the
Secretary to the Government of India, * His High-
ness expresses mself desirous of preventing further
resort of Buropeans m his service I When Allard
(Junior) 1n 1832 wanted to enter the Punjab service,
Ranyit offered him a much lower salary than he ex-
pected, and natwally he did not enter the Punjab
service It was not his growing avarice that ac-
counts for Ranjit’s unwillingness to pay the big
salaries that were demanded by the European ad
venturers who wanted to come to the Punjab duiing
the latter part of his reign  His unwillingness to
take more foreigners 1n his service was due to his
consciousness that Ventura, Allard and Court as

* Political Proceedings, 20th April, 1827, No 7
r lT'] 1 Ibid, 20th Apnl, 1827, No 7
% Ibid, 4th November, 1831, No 18
\
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tramners had folfilled their msmion  But those who
were already 1n hus employ did not meet with a
shabby treatment solely because they had to a great
extent done their work The British records con
vey the impression that the European officers of
Renjit Singh were restive townrds the latter part of
his reign Even Ventura 1s said to have once offered
his services to the Bntish Government through
McGregor and later directly to Wade But this
restlessness can be explamed sway solely on the
ground that the Punjab service was undoubtedly 1n
secure dependent on the hfe of ons man whose
health had been undermined by debauchery

Ranjit 8ingh looked npon s Furopean officers
as men of varied talents and he regularly made them
undertake addifional duties of different natures
Ventura and Avitabile were artillery instructors and
also Governors of Provinces  Harlan though
usually employed 1n ctvil duties had also to command
troops  Homgberger was & doctor but he had also
to superintond o gun powder factory and Venturn
wae oven called upon on ono oceason to construct 4
steam boat ¥ Primanly however they woro wanted
for their speciahised knowledge of mihtary scionee

The European officers of Ranpit 8ingh were ad
vocates of the policy of conquest Thoir spint 18
well expressed 1n the following lincs from a British
record which refers to 1t Why keep v and your

* Memcirs of Gardzer p. 203 /
# Polltical Proceodings, 23rd Febrnary 1697
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battalions at Liahore We aie of no use at this place
Send us aciross the Attock to Peshawar and we will
take possession of Kabul for you' But Ranjs
always put them off with promises that he would
think over their proposal They also wanted that
Ranynt should t1y to conquer Sindh * They hoped
by this means to establish direct 1elations between
Ranpt Singh’s dominmions and France and theieby
secure easy ingiess and egress The Biitish Govern-
ment looked with suspicion upon the influx of
foreign officers specially Frenchmen, into the
Punjab

Under the successors of Ranpjt Singh the
foreigners found themselves 1n an atmosphere of sus-
picion, treachery and bloodshed The shiffing paity
politics of the country made then position very un-
safe  The Saidais dishiked them, the ruleirs dis-
trusted them and for 1easons not well known, they
wele also unpopular with the soldiery T After the
accession of Xhaiak Singh the mutinous soldiets
plundered the house of General Comt Both Court
and Ventura had nariow escapes Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Foulkes was put to death and Lieutenant-Colonel
TFord was plundeied, 1ll-t1eated and died of broken

* Itid, 17th July, 1837, No 33

" Lawrence— Adventures of an Oficer '—The matter has been so
managad as to afford them lhttle influence, tney have mnstructed regm
ments wluch have been removed and replaced by others sent to be
taught and 1o hle manner taken away Thie statement, if true, ex-
plains want of populanty but not unpopulanty  Probably the Euro
pean officers were mare strict
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heart  After such unfair trestment with assasm
nation following assassination and with  horror on
horror 8 head  Venturs Avitabile and others
thought 1t prudent to retire from the Punjab  The
allegation made by Gurdner that the departure of
Avitabile and Venturs was pusillapimons and 1g
nomumous 18 nof justified Admitting that he him
self was treated with honour and respect, that was
Do reason why Venturs and Awvitabile should not find
reasons for hasty departure They had ocoupied
Ingher positions under Ranpit and as & consequence
bad more enemies Admikting thst they had
enten the salt of the Punjab and their departure at
this entical juncture disgusted the army which
wanted effictent control * 1t was only human
that they should try to leave behind them s region
wlach was weltering 1n blood

In this connection 1t 15 necessary to disouss
whether the introduction of trained battelions wus
1 atself a better policy from a military point of view
than the traditional method Dr Sen has shown
that the Maratha Military system largely degenerat-
ed when the trained battalions were mntroduced and
the downfall of the Marathas was to o great extent
due to this degeneration  Let us take up the defeots
wluch he pownts out 1n the Maratha Military sys

tem and sce whether they were present in the Sikh
Army

Memars [ Qerdoor p. 204
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The Maratha aimy was denationahsed on the
intioduction of the western system The 1egular
forces under Sindlia and the Peshwa were composed
entuely of the non-Marathas—the Telingas, the
Najibs and the Alygholes whose morality was very
low But Ranpt was quite successful in making
the westein system popular among the Sikhs As
Mr Sita Ram Kohli has shown, the pay rolls show
that up to 1813 A D the bulk of the regulais con-
sisted of the Hindusthames, the Guikhas and the
Afghans, wheieas those of 1818 and onwards reveal
that the Punjabi element was becoming more and
more predominant * Though fill the end, Ranpt
Singh took 1ecruits from different communities 1t
was the Sikhs who foimed the bulk of the army and
the lustory of the Khalsa army after the death of
Ranpt Singh showed, that the 1ank and file possessed
a stiong esprit-de-corps which may perthaps be most
easily realised by the analogy of a trade union

As to the westein officers of the Maiatha regu-
lal army, 1t has been said, ‘if the men weire bad their
officers were woise  Their 1nconsistency eained
Dudrenec and his colleagues the unenviable epithet
of Dagabay or hraitor from Yasavant Rao Holker
They were of low buth, had httle education and no
morals In a war with the Englsh, the Maratha
employer could not rely on his Enghsh captains

* Bita Ram Kohli—Army of Ranpt Singh, also Catalogue of
Klalsa Durbar Recordz, Vol L
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When war broke out 1n 1802 not only the Enghsh
but also the French officers of the Maraths army
took advantage of the Governor General s offer
They had come to seek forfune and not $o lose 1t *
Renpt Singh 1f we can wmterpret his motives from
his actions knew 1t quite well that to rely much on
the westerners for officering his army vwould be to
bwld upon a foundation of qucksand

Ranpt Singh once went out on a walk Thres
Enghshmen who had come 1n the company of
Macnaghten met lam by acoident and a converss
tion ensued  After s while the conversation turned
upon his Euoropean officers Renpt smd that
his European officers had given him a deed
of ogreement and made a promse on osth
that they would fight for nm whoever mght be
Ins enemy The Mabara)a asked the thres Enghish
men whether the FEuropean officers would fight
honestly for nm 1 the event of an Anglo-8ihh
war “Their reply was m the negative They said
that the Francis: and the Finngheo officers
would not fight with the English and the French
but with all other European povwers except these two
Ranpt referred to the promise on oath  The ready
reply was that the Alabaraja must not rely upon
their promise because their prineiplo was sclf mter
cst and guin and o promise with them was not dven
a hair 5 worth 8t the Maharn)a declined to be

Ben—)filitary Syutem of the Marathay, Chapler VIL
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convinced and 1efenned to the excellent service they
were 1endering him

But the Mahaiaja was very much distressed
over this frank speech of the Englishmen On 1ie-
turning to the fort Ranpt Singh expiressed hus giief
to Dhuan Singh and Fakir Azizuddin that most like-
Iy the thhee Enghshmen had spoken the truth Ts
conversation makes 1t clear that the Mahaaja had
thought of the possibility of his English officers be-
having m a lukewaim manner 1n the event of an
Anglo-Sikh war, 1n which the 1egular aimy would
play the most important part It explains the asser-
tion of Lawrence that the Fuiopean officers were
retained as mere drill masters and 1t also explains
why the matter was so managed as to afford them
little influence *

Towards the close of his 1e1gn we find many
trained Sikh geneials for the regular army In 1836,
his generals were Ram Singh, Gujar Singh, Tej
Singh, Apt Singh, Ventwa, Court, Misr Sukh Raj,
Mian Udham Singh § His disinclination to take
more Huropeans 1n his service towards the
close of his reign 1s a pomnt whose signi-
ficance must not be lost sight of TFuther,
i Carmichael Smyth’s appendix we come across
the names of 39 foreign officers of whom
twelve were Fienchmen, seven Anglo-Indians,

* Umdat ut Tawankh, Vol IIT, Part I, p 570
t Lawrence—Adventures of an Officer, Vol I, p 227, also p 42

T Ventura got the appellation ' Great General '—Catalogue of
Khalse Durbar Records, p 81



160 RANJIT SINGH

four Italhens four Germans three Amoricans
two Greebs two Spamards one Rusman, one
Scotch and only three Enghishmen Ranpt relied
most upon the Frenchmen from a hnowledge of tha
treditional hostility between the Frenchmen and
the Enghshmen and he was not certainly oblivious
of the fact that the Englishmen a8 officers 1n Jus
employ mught not be safely relied upon The Bnitish
Government encouraged British subjects as s matfer
of policy to take service with the Maratha powers
m order to safegnard Britain s interest wheress 1if
looked with great suspicion upon the influx of foreign
officers mto the Punjab chiefly because of Ranpt a
distinction of nationalify 1n the choies of his mih

tary officers As most of the foreign officers had
left tho Punjab service before the outbreah of the
Sikh War 1t 15 not posmible to guess how faithful
they would have proved From one or two cases of
desertion we should not generslise Allard Venturs

Court and Awitabile were not certamnly persons of
doubtful credentials like most of the Buropean offt

cers of the Marntha army  Still wo cannot  assert
with certainty whether they would have remamncd
true to Rannt 1f an Anglo-Sikh war had broken out
dunng ik ifetime A Teast the attitude of Awitabile
duning the first Afghan War does not encourngg an
optimistie view  They were after all ndventurers *#
But ths much can be asscrted with certainty

Adventures of an Offcer—Lawrencs According to Lawrencs
somebow or otber the fareigners all managed to keep wp comrmuzieations
with Lodhians.
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that 1n the cvent of an Anglo-Sikh war dwing
the hfetime of Ranpt  Smngh, even if they
might not have been a tower of strength to the Sikh
monaich they would not also have been so great «
source of weakness as the Europeans 1n the Maratha
army.

The artillery of the Sikhs was much betfer than
that of the Marathas, who rehed manly on the re-
jeeted artillery of other powers Naturally 1t was
the weakest branch of the Maratha service But
Ranpt Singh had foundiies of his own where guns
were cast, within the Lahore foit as well as in other
parts of the town and at Shah Dera The aitillery
was one of the best served of the branches of the
Sikh army Moreover, unhke the Marathas under
Sindlua and other Clneftains, the Sikh arms and
equipments were not of a heterogeneous character,
the Ghorcharas and the Jagirdar: Touy being of
course excepted As a result of western discipline
‘ the rank and file of the Sikh army became, under
the traxming of the skilled officers, the finest rank
and file 1n the world They wanted but officers to
be invineible **

Dr Sen says that as a result of the intioduction
of western methods the Maratha army resembled an
eagle with 1ts wings chipped, fighting with the Eng-
lish ’merely with 1ts talons It lost 1ts mobility, 1its
speed The traditional method would have stood

- 3 Mt €
* Malleson—Fifteen Decisive Battles, pp 847-348,

21 ,
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the Marathas 1n better stead A like opimion 18 also
expressed with regard to Ranjit s regular army Tn
view of the fact that most of lus 1mportant conquests
were made by his unreformed army nd his reformed
army becsme 10 the end en ntolersble burden
which overwhelmed the avil conshtution and
brought about not only 1ts own rmn but also that of
the state some people have expressed the opinon
that Ranpt shonld have retsined the traditional
method TLet us jedge the question purely from 2
mlitary pomnt of iew  The trained battahions were
undoubtedly 1ntended by Ranjit agamnst the Bntish
and the reformed 8ihh army more than sufficiently
justified 1tself during the Tirst and Second Sikh
‘Wars
About the battle of Firnzshuhur Malleson says
The brave untutored warriors led by genersls who
were betraying them had 1if they had only known
it won a victory They had repulsed the British
attack  They had driven back Laftler forced Smyth
to retire compelled even Gilbert to evacuate tho
position and thrown the whole Brifish army 1nto dis-
order Hand o gmding mind directed the move-
ments of the Sikh army nothing eould have saved
the exhausted Brifish  The battle shook the edifice
of the British domnion 1n Indin to 18 base 1m
pressed upon our native soldiers the conviction that
the English were not mnvineible gave birth in the
minds of the Siphais to tho convichon that great
numbers might prevail even over their foreign mas
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tets The Siphar meicenarles for the first time met
an equal antagomst with then own weapons, even
ranks and the fue of artillery > In the battle of
Sobiaon the English army met with ‘ the same
steadfastness and 1esolution *° The British victory
at Chilianwala was * of a Pyirhoean chaacter a
field biavely contested by the Sikhs of all arms’
Even about the battle of Gupat, Malleson says
‘ No troops could have fought better than the Sikhs
fought, no aimy could have been worse led ’/

It was bad generalship that lost the battles of
Gujrat and Chilianwala and 1t was treachery even
more than bad generalship that iost the battles of
Sobraon and Fnuzshuhw It does not seem
plausible that the guerilla method of warfaie of the
Sikh feudal chieftains, which availed them against
Abhmad Shah Abdali, could have stood the Sikhs in
good stead as against the British power The
trained battalions of Ranjt were not certainly the
outcome of a mistaken policy and 1f they failed, that
was one of the most magnificent failures of history
According to Liawrenee ‘ the Maharaja would have
shown moie foresight 1f he had devoted the same
attention that he did to the European tactics to ren-
dering lus troops 1eally efficient after their own
fashion 1f he had erected fortifications around
Lahore and Amritsar on European models and there
planted his guns encumbering s troops 1n the field

* Tbsd, pp 866-867, 424, 467
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wigh by but a few, perfectly eqmpped hght arhllery *

i’t 18 open to uestw’n W aﬂner fmve been
nbetferpohcy Ttmortimnuhtarycn to
pronounce the final judgment

’hwdmdnmkalwpm&e
Appedix G



CHAPTER X
RangiT SixgE's CHIEFS AND [FAVOURITES

Mohham Chand —He was onginally no soldiexr
His father was a tiader He served as a munshs
under Dal Singh of Kakkoo, and then under Sahih
Singh Bhangi of Gujyrat ¥ Disgusted with thie
master, he offered his services to Ranpt Singh
That the one-eyed Sikh 1uler had a keen eye for ment
1s proved conclusively by lis choice of Mohkam
Chand and later of Dewan Chand The rise of tlis
novus homo also proves that in the Punjab of those
days career was open to talent In Ranpnt Singh's
sleepless perseverance 1 self-aggrandisement his
chief helper was Mohkam Chand

As a general, he was uniformly successful and
from 1806 to 1814 the annexations of Ranpjt were
due not only to his own 1rresistible cunning but also
to Mohkam Chand’s military talents In his cis-
Sutley expeditions, in the conquest of Sialkot and
the Nakkai countiy and the territories of Taia
Singh Gheba and subjugation of the hill states be-
tween Kashmn and the Punjab, eg, Rajou,
Bh1mbur Kaloo, finally in the battle of Hydaru,
Ranpt owed much to Mohkam Chand To this
able lieutenant he was also largely indebted for the

*Lepel Grrxf‘ﬁn-Tha Pun]a.b ChJefs, 'Vol I, p 202
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successful establishment of the fort of Philour and
the efficient admimstration of the Jalandhar Dosb
Tt 18 elso doubtful whether Ranjit Sungh could have
got Shah Shuja under his control without the assist-
ance of his resourceful gemeral The second
Kashmir expedibion failed as 1t was undertaken 1n
the testh of the opposition of Mohkam Chand But
the brightest episode 1n this Kashmir expedibion
was the stand made by Ram Dyal the grandson of
Mohbom Chand heir to his fulfilled renown

Mohkam Chand s record was not merely that
of a successful genersl but also that of a very excel
lent admimstrator His government of the Jalan
dhar Doab to which reference has already been
made wes the most popular and at the samo fime
efficient As & governor he was the most regular
1 his payments to the Lahore exchequer ved Lo
never oppressed the people

Wade deseribes Mohkom Chand as  the firat
of the Raja s officers who succeeded 1n planting lus
nuthority 1n the valusbls acqmsitions to his power *
Ho died full of honour amudst the regrets of a grate-
ful court and to the regret of the Sikh communiiy
He gave to the state vory devoted servants in the
persons of his gon Mot1 Ram and grandsons Eirpa
Rum and Ram Dyul

Deican Chand —This Brahmin was another of
the finds of the Maharaja ~ He was the Commander
in-chief of the armies that conquered Bultan,

*On the Punfsb and Adjscet Provinces,
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Kashmn and Mankera  After the suceessful Multan
and Kashmir campaigns, Dewan Chand advised the
Maharaja that Peshawm should be the next object
of attack  When Sada Kow's possessions  were
annexed the Quiladar of Atal alone among her
servants 1esisted  Dewan Chand took the place by
force ITis admimsiration of Pakhl and Damtaw
was not, however, very successful and Han Singh
was appoinied in hus place Dewan Chand had also
been 1o Bannoo and Tank  He was also prominent
in the battle of Noushera  TFrom 1814-1825 he
was 1n charge of the Ordnance Department ©  The
title of Jaffar Jung was confenned on him after the
conquest of Multan  After the conquest of Kashmir
he got the appellation ‘ Tateh Jung’ or ° Nasiat
Jung ’ (?) He was given a Jagir with an income
of Rs 50,000 t

He died on Sravana 5, Samvat 1882/1825 of
Cholera I He was a very able general, an excellent
companion, and a lhiberal and gifted man

Har:  Swmgh Nalwa —Ongimally a common
Khidmatgar,§ he 1ecerved recogmtion for his bold-
ness, 1ntiepidity and addiess and rose to the very
high 1ank of a governor and became one of the
greatest noblemen of the Punjab He had earned
the title * Nalwa ’ for having cloven the head of a

b

* Army of Ranpt—Sita Ram Kohli, Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar
Records

1+ Umdat ut Tawankh, Vol IT, p 264

T Jami 1 Jahan Nama, 1826

§ Bhahamat Ali—The Sikhs and the Afghans, p 68,
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tiger that had se1zed hum *  He could both read and
write Persian and was very well mnformed as regards
the policy of the East India Company and the state
of Europe 8o the Maharaja at tumes reqmmboned
lus services 1n connection with the missions that
he sent to the Bnitish Government He was both
feared and respected and eccording to Masson lus
deportment and intrepid conversation resembled
those of Ranyit Singh

On the Chenab guarding and admimstering
as the second 1n command to Dewan Chand ~gainst
the Kukhes and Bumbas 88 an admmustrator 1
Pakhli and Damtour he wae everywhers success
ful But his best admunistration was that of
Tieshmur winch he held for two years proving him
self one of the ablest of the Sikh Governors there
But Hart Singh has left his mmpress on history as
Ranpt s Viceroy on the Western frontier the
most &fficult charge of a Sikh Viceroy The
robbers  slaughtere@ without mercy the XKabul
monarchy overawed the turbulent Afghan tribes
kept down by his movable columns—iins was the
record of Harnn Bingh on the Western frontier 1t
was lns worh thero wluch so much pleased the
Mahara)a that on one occasion he remarked To
rule a kingdom 1t 18 necessary to bave men hle
vou t When Abbas Mirra of Persin ashed Mohtin

Hogel—Trarels in Rashmir p. €51 hlse convermtion proved
ki to bave thonght and ressaned fostly
{ Umdat ut Tuwarikh, 1830-1823, IIT p. 140
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lal whether the Sikh afmy could compare 1n courage
and disciphne with his, Mohanlal’s reply was—*‘ If
Haw Singh Nalwa were to cioss the Indus, His
Highness would soon be glad to 1ietreat to lus
oniginal government of Tabiiz ~**—a reply which
proves cleaily the impiession cieated by lum on the
Western fiontier He finally conquered Peshawar
along with Nao Nihal Singh, advanced towards the
Khyber Pass and 1epaned and occupied Jamrud
He was there slain in a skirmish with the Afghans

Har1 Singh was a Jagwdar to the extent ol
three lakhs and sixty-seven thousand 1upees of
annual 1evenue  His son did not inherit his ability
and he was given a minor post The vast sum of
money accumulated by him was confiscated by the
TLahoie 1uler  But for this we must not regard
Ranpt as ungiateful Undoubtedly Har1 Singh was
a very trusted and able officer But in money
matters he was not always honest It has been
said about him on good authorty, that he would
report raids and misappropriate the money without
undertaking these On one occasion while the
Maharaja was 1eviewing the tioops under Hamn
Singh’s chaige he found the battalions below their
full stiength Yet Har: Singh had been diawing
money from the tieasury at the usual 1ate  He was
heavily fined ¥ But 1t must be said 1n favowm of

* Mohanlal—Travels (Memowr first pubhished 1n the Calcutta
Observer), XIV
+ Umdat ut Tawankh, 1885 1828, p 879
22 i
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Han Singh that his conduct was in heeping with
the notions of service moralhty i those days In
gpite of such lapses Har1 Singh must be regarded
as & very faithful and trusted servant for superor
to many other people 1 the service of Ranpt Singh
‘When the Mahars)a shed tears on hearing the news
of the death of Har1 SBingh the tears were sincers
and when he desaribed the deceased 8ihh Governor
a8 & great Numah halal * the epithet was also
justafied

Khushal Singh —He was at first 8 memal then
an ordinary sepoy 1n Dhonkal Singh s regiment on
five rupees a month then a Jamadar or Tneutenant
next the house steward or Deodluwala T From this
coveted post he was displaced by Dhan Bingh but
he remained the aid-de~camp of the Moharajs This
18 the bfe-story of o man who did not after all
justify his phenomenal rise and who richly deserves
the epithet of an upstart His onginal name was
Khushal Ram and he was & Gour Brahmin  The
story 18 thet the Meharaja gave him tho pshul
snd at that tune promised that he would pever
degrade him from his position } This seems
plausible and explains why the Maharaja continued
to favour hum in spito of obvious lepses  The Jagur
which he enjoyed towards the closo of hus Iife has
been cstumated by S8hahamat Al as worth four lakhis

i, T p o

+ Hogels Travals p. 267 and Shabamat Al The Sikhe and the
Afghans,

+ Bhabamat Ali—The Bikhs end the Afghazs, pp. £5-90
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two thousands siv hundied and  seventy  rupees *
He was dismissed friom Ins chavge of the Deodhee
m favowr of Dhnan Singh on the 1ecommendation
of Dewan Chand  He was, however, r1estored  {o
favom shorthy afferwards though not to his poaition
as Deodhiwala

In most of the mulitary  expeditions he  {ook
part along with otheis  So it 15 vay difficult to
assess Iis ment as a commander Thes  meatest
mihtary exploit was the conquest of Dera Ghaz
Khan  But as an admmishiator he was a falne ;s
s record of Kashmn adnnmstiation was the blach-
est in that povinee  In a tune of gicat searcity,
he so far flecced the people along with Bha
Guimukh Singh and Shaikh Gulam Muh.uddim thay
1t diew severe 1eprimands from the Maharaja The
Jamadar pad o the ticasmy thice lakhs 1 cash
and five lakhs worth of * pashmima ' and at the
same time filled his own pocket as much as he could
In this connection Ranp{ Singh once in open dutha
suggested that the property of such an  offendes
“ who had buint the fire of persecution,’ should be
confiscated T On another occasion as Sawan Mal
sent repeated letters of 1ccommendation fiom
Captain Wade, the Jamadar potested against this
ptling up of recommendation fiom the agent of an
alieh Government , Ranpt Singh’s 1etort was that o
secme a recommendation fiom the Jamadar, a bribe

* Ibd
} Umdat ut Tawarikh, 3rd Part, p 179
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would have been necessary but not so in the cose
of Captain Wade * Ehushal 8ingh was moreover,
very indiscrest 1n hus speeches  On one' occasion Le
quarrelled with Wasa Singh  There waus & freo
fight between the followers of both the leaders  On
being informed of this the Mabara)a rebuked K hushal
Bingh for not having informed Inm about the ms
understanding earher  Khushal s reply was that he
was accustomed to do many things without inform
ing the Maharaja The Maharejs was so offended
that he remarked that such deeds made one sunk f
The Jamadar thereupon begged forgiveness and was
forgiven

These incidents show that the Maharaja knew
the real worth of Khushal S8ingh ~ Still he remeined
a very promnent person in the Lahore durbar and 1
1838 was one of the Sikh leadors selected to on-
operate with the British in the First Afghan War

The Jammu Brothers —The Tammu brothers
Gulab Singh Dinan Singh and Suchet Singh were
sons of Kishore 8ingh and grandsons of Zorawar
Singh  Their grand uncle was AMian Mota the «d
mimstrator of Jammu (1808) Mian Motn was
the elder brother of Zornwar If the Gulabpamn w
fo be behieved Gulab Singh  dissatisficd with las
grandfather at one time contemplated jorning Ghah
Shuje but he had to give up the project Ranpit
Singh who had heard of Gulab s prowess sent for
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him and Gulab Singh joined the seivice of the Sikh
monaich in 1810 and he later on Iiought Ins
younger biothers Accoiding to the author of the
Gulabnama, and Mi Pamkkar who i1elies mainls
on 1t, Gulab Singh contiibuted to many of the
victories both military and diplomatic in the long
career of Ranpt Singh  The Jammu biothers weie
accomphished cowtiers  The thiee made a commuis
cause Dlnan Singh became such a favourite that he
displaced Khushal Singh as Deodluwala ~ The thice
biothers became Rajas—Gulab Simgh of Jammu,
Dhian Singh of Bhimbw and Kussal, Suchet Singh
of Ramnagar * Gulab Singh 1emained away {1om
court 1n lis estate of Jammu and was there left
entuely to himself  The brothers at Liahore pushed
their common cause The infatuation of the
Mahaiaja for Heera Singh, the son of Dhian Singh,
"proved an additional encouwragement in then bid ior
powel, position and wealth

During the later years of the Maharaja these
brothers weie the most potent influence 1n the
Lahore Duibar Indeed, Dhian Singh may very
well be described as the Prime Minister He was
the channel of pefition and representation If 1s
even said that he used to hold a mimature durbar of
his own 1n s own house 1n order to facilitate the
transaction of business with His Highness and that

* Carmichael Smyth—A Hastory of the Reigming Family of Liahore,
p 9266
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he made references only 1n tases of imporisnce *
Guleb 8ingh 18 described by Jacquemont as &
soldier of fortune & lion in war with the plainest
noblest and most elegant manners t A writer 1
the Calcutta Review describes Dhian Singh as
cauttous and wily 1n some matters open and fearless
m others ruthless yet not openly cruel { Of
course both these brothers knew very well how to
dismmulate and the combination which they formed
Dhian the Civilan Buchet the soldier and Gulab
Bingh Combining & portion of the talents of both
was the most irresstible faction 1n the Pumeb :n
the later days of Ranpt Singh
These Jammu brothers were anti British—
cold and repulsive towards Europeans as lane
puts 1t There 18 no doubt that the brothers wielded
greater influence with Ranjit than any other family
m the hingdom Masson therefore gsserts that
though tlis was not agreeable to the Meharaja, ho
was not wilhng to acknowledge lus own error 1t
was popularly believed that he would have seized
them and they aware of this did not attend the
court at the same time § The Jammu brothers
hed practically an entrenched position 1n the hills
They expected that after the death of the Maharaje
they would cstablish an independent power m
Jammu and the Wl countries would put them

* Shabamat Ali—The Sikiw and ibe Afghans p. 28
1 Jacquemont —-Travels Vol. IT.

« Calcutts Raview 184

§ Mumon—Travels Vol T p. 44l
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selves at the head of an anti-foreign, anti-Enghsh
national party in the Punjab, and 1f possible oust
the family of Ranpt If that weie not possible,
they hoped to set up phantom kings and 1ule in the
manner of the Sayad biothers o1 the Peshwas *
We even hear fiom Buines that Dhian Singh fo1ti-
fied his home 1n Bhimbur by stiengthening 1t with
guns taken fiom Lahote, but no one daied Jisclose
these facts to the Mahaiaja t

What Gulab Singh was domng 1n Jammu and
the smrounding hill 1egions, Sawan Mal was doing
in Multan There, so far away fiom the centre of
royal power, he went on entienching his own posi-
tion The Dogia paity was anti-foreign and pro-
national whereas Sawan Mal knowing the hold of
the Biitish alhance on Ranpit Singh sought British
support and pretty often Wade and Mackeson would
write 1n his favour to Ranjit { He was 1n a com-
paratively weak position because Gulab Singh had
his younger biothers at Court to further his own
influence and support him whereas Sawan Mal
stood alone There was no love lost between the
anti-English Dogra Governor of Jammu and the
pro-English Governor of Multan

In the thirties of the mineteenth century we
hear pretty often of ‘ fashads * between Gulab Singh
and Sawan Mal and between then people On the
advice of the Maharaja, a show of amity was restored

Towa suggestion from Dr H C Roychaudhun

+ Burnes—Travels, Vol I, pp 987288
T Umdat ut Tawarikh, Vol III, pp 3818, 291
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by Khushal Singh Ram Singh Azizuddin and
others acting as mediators * Though Dhian Singh
had such an mfluence over the Maharaja Sawan
Mal 8 power confinued nndimmshed and the mfer
ence 18 natural that the Maharaja regarded hum as
a make-weight on the Dogras  The Sindhianwalas
relstives of Ranpt Singh described by Sita Ram
Kohli as Jagirdars of the second class (Sarderan
1 Namdar) served as & real balance agemst tke
Dogras as the subsequent history of the Punjab
showed

Azizuddin —Aniruddin elong with lus brothors
Imamuddin and Nuruddin played an important part
m the Punjab under Ranpt Thewr career showad
the capacity of Ranjit to rise above religious pre-
judice The brothers were Ansari or Bohhan
Sayads 1

Anzuddin began lus career as & physician to
the Bikh ruler He 18 sa1d to have been a pupil of
Lala Haktm Rar the chief phymcian of Lehore
when Ranpt occupred that city  Rannt found him
an excellent adviser and raised him to what was
practically the rank of o mimster of foreign affairs
He was an excellent negotiator possessed very
considerable literary abiity and played the part of
o Secretary  The interpretation of the Maharnja s
words was always difficult especially 1o view ofthe

Ibid pp. 951 4% Cuarlomsly enongh in the later histery of
the Punjab we find Gulsb Fingh pro-Englith and Mulra] Sawan Mals
son  ant}

Englah,
} Leps! Gritin—Punfab Chiels Vol I p. 97

«
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Maharaja’s partial paialysis of {ongue and no one
was able to do this better than Azizuddin

He styled himself as a fakwr and adopted the
diess of a faltr  Tins he 1egaided as an armour 1n
‘the court of Lahore, which was 1n 1ts later days 0
full of mntnigues Ihs pohitics was timud, as a
diplomat he was imvaably cmployed by Ranjit
Singh 1 lus embassies to the Biitish Government
and was used as an intermediary 1 his own meet-
ings with the 1epiesentatives of the Buitish Ry
His gieatest achievement as a diplomat was the
defection of the brothers of Dost Mubammad whick
he so cunmingly brought about when Dost came to
wage a holy war with Rannt but was compelled to
fly without striking a blow

His personal attachment to Ranpt Singh was
very great On the occasion of Ranjit’s attack of
paialysis, the fakir was most umemitting 1 lus
attention and McGiegor says, ‘ Had Ranpt been lus
father he could not have evinced a greater solicitude ’
He 18 described by Lepel Griffin as one of the ablest
and ceitainly the most honest of all of Ranjit Singh’s
courtiers

His biothers Nuiuddin and Imamuddin were
also very much tiusted by the Maharaja The
former was employed 1n public works, aisenal and
cornmissariat matters while the latter was in charge
of Gobindgarh, the most 1mportant Sikh stionghold
and governor of the smrounding country *

* Umdat ut Tawarikh, Vol TI, p 252 Lepel Gniffin—The
Punjab Chiefs

23 *
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With so much power 1o theirr hands had these
Muhammadan officers been so inclined they might
have added one more party to the list of three that
arose on the death of Ranpt Singh  In addition to
the court Dogra and Sindlnanwala parhies thero
might have been a Muhammadan party resting on
the support of the Falar brothers the Muhammadan
officers 1n charge of the artillery and the Muham
madan population of the Punjab To the honestv
of Aziznddin and his younger brothers there 18 no
better testimony than this that the confidence
Ranpt reposed 1o them was never misused

Besides these people mentioned other import-
ant persons 1n the Punjob under Ranpt Singh were
Desa Singh Mapthie Governor of the Jalandhar
Dosb Bhewani Das (ange Ram and Dina Nath
members of his uwl service Bhowam Das had
beon a rovepue officer under Shah Shujn e
came to the Punjab 1 1808 orgamised o pay
officc and s finance office  Gange Ram had served
under the Maharaja of Gwalior and he was placed
at the head of the military office and made keepur
of the privy seal  Dina Nath o nephew of Gangn
Ram beenme heeper of the privy real on lis denth
and head of the civil and the finance office on the
death of Bhownmi Das  He was one of the most
promtnent persons i the Lahore Durbar 1n s
later days

Ranpt  has Iard himself open to the charge of
extravagant partishty and favountism as 1s the
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case ywith all despots and solitary authorities * * but
1 the same bieath Cunmingham says that the mind
of Ranpt Singh was never prostiate before that ol
otherts  The fact that Ranpt never allowed the
anti-inghsh  Dogias to fluence s  athitude
towards the IEnghsh proves conclusively that so fa
as policy Was concerned, no rugnmng lavourte -
fluenced 1t It has also been shown that 1n matters
of policy no favourite daied undertahe anything on
lis own account  Neither did the rancorous
enmily of the Dogia brothers prejudice the Maha-
1a)a’s 1elations with Sawan Mal
A Khatn, a Brahmin, a Sikh, a Biahmin con-
verted to Sikhism, Dogira Rajputs and Mubhammad-
ans, weie the prominent persons of Ranpit’s Court
and the very heterogeneous chaiacter of this motley
group proves conclusively that he knew how to rise
above communal nariowness Mohkam Chand,
Dewan Chand, Azizuddin and his biothers, Han
Singh, Sawan Mal, and Desa Singh weie all very
able men The two elder Dogras were also efficient
though they were not honest In then case his de-
parture from his usual attitude of vigilance had 1ts
nemesis His sons paid very dearly  for the
engrossing and prejudicial influence which he allow-
ed the Dogia biothers to attain ’
' Cunningham asserts that as Ranjit © had placed
himself 1n some degree 1n opposition to the whole
Sikh people, he sought for strangers whose applau-e

* Cunningham—History of the B8ikhs, p 178
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would be more ready 1f lees mncere! * but ag has
been shown in details i the preceding chapters
Ranpé 8 admmstration was the nearest approach to
ihe 1deal of popular monarchy that was possible 1n
those days and 1n those circumstances  Apart from
personal whims 1n the choieo of favourites we must
note one thing about policy  All that was rultured
and refined had disappeared from the Punjab long
before he came 1nto power therefore m his uttempt
to establish order out of chaos he had to look for
admimsirators outside the Punjeb because lus own
land was then all but bare of talent

THd (Gsrrelt a oditim),



CHAPTER XI.

THG SIGNEICANCT OF RANTIT SINGH 8 CARIER
\wD CausLs or HIS IFAILURE.

Ranpit Singh was to Guiu Gobind Singh what
Lenin was to Ixarl Maix, what Omar was to Muham-
mad  ‘Guru Gobind Smgh called in the human
energy of the Sikhs fiom all other sides and made
it flon mm a particulamr direction By tlis means
the Sikh nation was poured into the mould of a
special puipose and acquned solidity he conveited
the spiritual umty of the Sikhs into a means of
worldly advancement An cphemeial outbuist of
passion, a temporary sense of need made Guru
Gobind Singh exalt the Channel the 1esult was
that the Sikhs got a contrivance for a close union
among themselves but lost their progiessive power ¥
There 15 such a thing as the logic of *history, the
exclusively military turn given to the Sikh charactey
resulted after the Sikh wars of hiberation and the
establishment of a theocratic confederate feudalism
1h the founding of a mibitary monarchy, when a
strong man arose who could compel the entire system
to gyrate 1ound himself and Sikh valour flazed up
brightly

There has been an age-long controversy between
collectivistic and individuahstic historiographers

* Rabindre Nath Tagore—Translated by J N Barkar, Modern
Review, 1911
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The former assign to collectivity the power that 18
crestive of 1deas and mstitutions the latter atimbute
1t to the mndividual of genius  Both are trme n
what they include and false 1n what they exclude
Admitting that the development of capacity 1o &
nation 18 more o question of opportumty than of
ability we mnst at the same time recognise that the
Jats nhe formed the back bone of the Bikh com
oumty were mere soldters and became even more
80 88 & result of the reforms of Guru Gobind Singh
Therefore power as Ranpt Singh the last great con
structive gemus among the Sikhs understood 1t
was not moral pot even 8o much materal as mib
tary The system of cinil administration was not
bad so far as 1t went but 1t was conspicuous by the
sbsence of centrahsation 1n all other depariments
except finance which 18 migmficant

An Tndian chieftamn who could get the rupport
of sll sections of his people—Sihhs Hindus and
Muohammadsns —who could defend the Narth
Western frontier against a powerful Afghanisthan
and unruly border trnibes and admimster 1t rnccess-
fully who could train an army whose fighting quali
tics came &8 & revelation to their famous opponents
who could furnsh Indien nabionalism with what 1t
greatly needs—a tradition of strength —must al
ways stand 1n the forefront of the great men'of
Indian history

Among Ranpt 8ingh s principal achievementa
wo must count s very successful defence of Jus
kangdom agmmst the Afghans We know that

€
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Afghamsthan was at one time a pait of India~ But
India lost 1t once for all ~ She would also have lost
the Noith-Western fiontiar 1egion, the Pumab and
Kashmn but for the 11se of the Sikhs and the con-
sohdation of Ranpt’s sway i those 1egions It 1s
a certainty that if the disorgamsed nusls had 1etaimn-
ed then hold over the Punjab at least the present
North-Western fiontier and Kashmu would have
become a part of Afghamsthan under the Barakzais
It was undoubtedly Ranpti Singh’s mihtary
monarchy that saved those 1egions to India ¥ We
sometimes hear 1abid communalism dieaming of
one compact Muhammadan bloc compichending
Kashmn, the Punjab, Noi1th-Westetn Fiontier and
Sindh, tuimng 1ts back on India look to Afghanis-
than  This dieam would have become history but
for the career of Ranpit Singh

Rannt Singh 1s a supreme example of an ntel-
lect without a conscience He foigot that force,
stiatagem and policy alone can cieate only a verv
rude orgamsation He did not hieathe into the
hearts of his people any noble sentiment that wonld
have held them together after his death Sivan
like Ranpt Singh had incapable successors  But
the history of Maharastia after his death presente
a striking contiast to that of the Punjab after the
dedth of Ranpit Singh

It 1s a pecubiarity of great men that they wreck
their own throne Ranpjit Singh so completely

* Mr Indubhushan Banerjee drew my attention to this aspect of

Rannt's achievement in course of a discussion,

>
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contralised everything pertaiming to his own govern
ment 1 humself that s disappearance caused not
2 vacancy but & void 1n winch the entire structure of
government was submerged

He built up a state  But as a builder his 1m
perfections are apparent He saw certain tlungs
with preterhumsn vividness and the faults of g
intellect are associated with 1ts vividness— dark
with excessive bright as we may put 1t For the
shadows the gradstions the middle and iransition
touches which make up the bulk of human and state
hfe he had neither eye nor taste He failed to
subordinate the military to the civil authonity  He
left the Jagirdars week and the army too powerful
for the civilians to curb

‘With the help of the standing army was the
treasury 1n most cases filled and control exercised
over distant provinces The personal influence cf
the head of the state was the only hold on the dis-
ciphne and affection of the troops The army ag
subsequent events proved had a very strong esprit
de-corps which may be explained by the analogy of
a trado umon  The army considercd 1tself as the
virible embodiment of the Khalsa or the common
wealth  But habituated at once to violence and to
slavery the soldiers are verv unfit guardians of o
legal or even civil constitution  Valour will aeguare
therr csteem and Dhberality will purchase their
suffrage  But the first of these ments 18 oftcn
lodged 1n the most savage breasts the latter can only
exert iteell at the expense of the public and both

«
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may be twined against the possessor of the throne
by the amhition of a daring 11val ™

Ranpt Singh’s successors were either  weak,
mesolute and incapable hke Kharak Singh o1 lar
‘too hot-headed lithe Nao Nihal Singh to take a cool
view of the sitnation or Ihike Sher Singh not suffi-
cientlv telhgent to penetrate the designs of the
crafty courticis atound  Of the thice pairties—the
court, the Dogia and the Sindhianwala, the court
party was the weakest  Mutual dissension, distiust
and lawlessness led to the downfall of the Siih
mohaichy

Ranpt Singh was very unfoitunate 1n one
respect The very able Sikh geneials of his choice~-
Mohkam Chand, Dewan Chand, Har1 Singh Nalwa,
Ram Dyal, all died even duning Ins hfetime  Only
crafty designing men, either weaklings o1 tiaitors,
survived to command s forces Natwrally the
army giew out of contiol After the accidental
death (o1 premeditated murder) of Nao Nihal Singh,
there 1emained nobody with an undisputed claim
to the thione Sher Singh’s buth was suspected,
more so of Dahp Singh Naturally this dis-
puted succession encouraged intiigues  'The Punjab
became a scene of the wildest disordex

The one great external cause of Rannt’s failue
15 found 1n lus relations with the British Govern-
ment  Very early in his career he had entered into
a treaty with the Brifish Government But 1n

* Ghibbon—Dechne and Fall of the Roman Empire

24
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almost all cases as Bismarck has put 1t & political
allance means & nder and a horse  In thw Anglo-
Sikh allience the British Government was the rider
and Ranpt was the horse The Enghsh Imuted
Ranpt s power on the east on the south and would
have Innited him on the weat 1f that were possible
Evidently s collision between lus military monarchy
and Brntish Imperialism was imminent Ranpt
Bingh the Massimssa of British Indian History
hesiteted and hesmtated forgetting that 1n politice as
m war time 18 not on the side of the defensive When
the crash came after his death under far less able
men chaos and disorder had already supervened and
whatever hope there bed been when living was no
more when he was dead In his relations with the
Bntish Government Ranjit Singh 18 seon at lus
worst He never grandly dared He was all
hesitancy and 1ndecision

But at the same time we must acknowledge
that Ranpt s fadure was mnherent 1n the very logie
of events  All causes that wore not the cause of
Romo were destined to be lost  The central power
once domnant could only grow and all the outside
forces could only shatter themselves against Rome
as cnemues or augment the strength of Romo os
vassals * This remark about Roman Imperialism
18 true of British Imperiahism in India a5 well

Tt Hon'ble Winston Churehill article  Great Fighters In Lost
Cantes.
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A CririciL BIBLIOGRAPIHY

Persian Bources:

1 Umdat-ut-Tawarihh—A Diay of Ranpt
Singh, a * Roznamcha,’ witien by Sohanlal, the
ALhbar Nawis of Ranpt Singh, pubhished by his son
i 1885 I consulted the copy of 1t 1n the Bubar
Labrary, Calentta Captain Wade's remairk as {o the
value of this book 1s worth quoting * As a record of
dates and a clnonicl: of events tested by a minute
compatison with other authonties and my own perso-
nal mmestigations , I am able to pronounce 1t 1n
those two 1espects as a tiue and faithful narrative of
Ranpt Simgly's  eventful hfe It goes into very
minute detalls It 1s not oveilaudatory though as
a mere chiomele we must not expect 1t to be critical
Many of the details of the meetings, the nazaranahs,
the 1ewards, whatever might have been their inter-

est 1o a contemporary, are useless fiom a listorical
pomnt of view

II  Zafarnama-i-Ranpit  Singh—of Dewan
Amarnath, edited by Sita Ram Kohli It comes
down to 1836 There 15 a translation of a part of
1t 1n the Calcutta Review, 1858 This translation
comes down to 1820 But the translator i1n the
Calcutta Review has so interwoven his own reflec-
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t10n8 with his transletion as to damage the histon
cal value of hie wark The author was for some
tume a paymaster of the irregular cavalry forces of
the Khalss Durbar His father wos the finance
minister of Ranjit Singh  The book 18 of first rate
importance for the poiltical story of the 8ikhs Tt
was used by Latf

I Ranpt Nama—Wntten by Kanheysle]
mentioned by Mr Garrett 1 Ins bibhography at-
tached to Cunmingham s History of the Sikhs T
could not obtain any copy of 1t but I find 1t translated
by Rehatseh 1n the Indian Antiquary Vols XVI
and AVIT though the translator mentions the title
of the book as Zafarnama s+ Ranpt Singh  There 18
no doubt that the Ranpit Namae 1876 +wniten by
Kanheyelal and mentioned by Mr Garrett 18 the
same book @8 Zafarnama 1 Ranpit Singh  htho-
graphed at Lahore i 1876 and tronslated by E
Rehatseh  'We learn from the translator that the
Zafarnama 15 n book of 600 pages written m poetry
—a feeble imutation of Firdusi s epic the Shah
Nama  This Ranpst Nama 1s usoless histoncally
It bas all the defects of a bad chronmicle—a mixturd
of memory 1magination and design  In 1t we find
suppression of truth distortion of facts Jegend
myth  Mr Rehatsek s condemnation that the wark
18 oharacferised bv a general prolixity and o redan
dancy of praise 18 far too mild  Wo cannot rely
upon Kanheyalal for o statement of facts sequence
of events or chronology
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IV News of Rangd Smah's Courl—\Writicn
m er-im—author unhnown, date 1825 Ttas a
" Homamela  -a day o day account of the cowmt
proceedings,  Tv gives us g grapliue preture of how
busness yas tronacbod i the Sikh Comt Tt s
veluoble ¢ fir os the history of the year 1825
1 conceined abos o rerards Ranpt's relations with
Sady Kow eftar hor inetrecvation and ns relations
with lu< Mubanmadon subjects The document s
i the Parsian <ection of the Tmpernal Record De-
pariment

N Manusenpt No 622, Khuda Balsh Library
—Hishabnama Powp-r-Banpt - Smgh—anthor  un-
known , date vahv mndeenth centwmy Tt 16 a
beautiful manusenpt velating to the mibtary system
of Ranpt Singh 1t < divided into three <cetions—
cavalry, infantiy and arbllery T gves a very good
view of Ranpt Sigh’s mulitary system m all sts
three branches It 1s specially interesting as show-
ing the percentage of Muhammadan soldiers and offi-
cers

VI  Gulabnama—Wniten by the Dewan of
Ranbir Singh, Gulab Singh’s successor, translated
by E Rehatsek mn the Indian Antiquary, Vol XIX
It 1s really an official account of Kashmir relating to
the hfe of Gulab Singh  From the very nature of
the composition 1t 15 overlaudatory Still we can
very cautiously use 1t with regard to the relation
between Gulab Singh, his brothers and Ranpit Singh.
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Two other imporfant source books of Sikh his-
torg—the cbronicle of But1 Shah and the Khalsa
nama of Bahht Mal could not be used in the prepa
ration of ths book  The chromcle of Butr Shah
was however used by Prinsep and Murray along
with Sohanlal 8 diary  Bghht Mal the father of
Reja Dinanath tehes us down only to 1807 A D

His booh was used by Maleolm 1n his 8ketch of the
Sikhe

English Sources

H T Prinsep—Ongmn of the Sikh Power
1834—Based on a report by Captarn Murray, Pol
tical Agent at Ambale and from other sources
Prinsep s part being  that of redacteur —Prinsep
as a compiler had before him also the report of
Captain Wade and the reports of the Indian agents
and 1intelhgencers of the British Government

It narrates political history as al.o customs and
manners  The materals that Murray collected from
reports verbal information of intelligent people
were corrected and tested by him by reference to the

Akhbars  Both the writers apparently also con
sulted the dianies of Sohanlal and Bufi Shah and
other books relating to the history of the Sikhs

Malcolm—Shetch of the Stkhs 1812 Itisone
of the earliest accounts of the Sikhs and one of tho
best  But so far as the period under review 1= con
cerned 1t does not supply much infarmation

«
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Forster—Jomney from Bengal to England
through the Punjab, Afghamsthan and Persia , Lon
don, 1798 Iake Malcolm’s sketch 1t 1s also one of
.the oldext and alsc one of the best books It 1s very
valuable as a very early description of the country
and 1ts people by a contemporary fo:eign traveller
Both Malcolm and Forster give us very admirable
accounts of the state of things before the rise of the
Sikh mibitary monarchy  Some of the historical
prophecies of Forster proved true

Moorcroft and Trebeck—Travels 1n the Hima-
layan Piovinces, 1819-1825, 1n two volumes It
15, as a writer 1n the Calcutta Review notes, ‘ a thing
of shreds and patches’ The compiler Horace
‘Wilson has not been quite successful 1n making 1t
intelligible at all places In the 4swatic Journal,
1835, 1836, we have an account of travels written by
Gholam Hyder Khan who accompanied Moorcroft
1n his journey  This journal 1s edited with notes by
Major Hearsey These have been published in the
Aswatic Journal, 1836, Vol XXV  The Journal of
Gholam Hyder Khan and some letters of Moo:croft,
published 1n this journal, give us very valuable addi-
tional information relating to Ranjt’s relations with
Ladak and his rule in Kashmir  An interesting and
irmportant autograph letter of Mooicroft addressed
to Sn Dawvid Ochterlony and dated May 12th, 1820,
has been published for the first time 1n the Journal
of the Punjab Umversity Historical Society, Vol TI,
Part T, b
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Yictor Jaoquemont—Fetters from India
(translated), 1885—ean articls on Jecquemohf s
letters was published n the Modern Review,
November 1981

Jacquemont was sent on a solentific mission by
the authorities of the Pans Museum of Natural his-
tory  The letters are dated 1831 A scientist 8
power of observation 1s always entitled to respeot
but 1n Ins swesping generahsations, especially about
Renpit 5 army Jacquemont does not always prove
himself to be a very acourate observer

Burnes—Travels into Bokhsra 1w  three
volumes 1834 A diplomat adventurer and ex
plorer he supplies very valuable information regard
1ng Ranpt Singh s relations with Afghamsthan He
had an odmirnble opportumty of aoqung a
knowledge of the historv of the Sikhs at first hand as
the frequent references 1n the Umdat-ut-Tawarikh
prove Incidentally we have some references to
Rannt s civil  admimstration 1n the account of
Burnes 1In the case of sll foraign trevellers Burnes
not excopted we must meke a distinction between
what thoy probably saw and hnew and what they
heard and guessed Burnes wus not a bad observer,
or he would not have beon such an able diplomat
Later in Afghamsthan however he failed to
cervo the first premomtions of trouble which were
quite apparent to many of ns subordinzate colleagues
‘We must 1n order to avoid pitfalls noto that there
are maccuracies 1 his book
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Vigne—A Personal Nanative of a Visit to
Ghazni, Kabul, Afghamisthan As a book of travels
1t 1s delightful reading But he had all the himita-
tions of a foreign tiaveller 1gnorant of the manneis
and customs of the countfiy When we read lis ac-
count we must t1y to find out whether he saw with
his own eyes and undeistood what he nanated In
that case we can 1ely on lim  'We must be very dis-
criminating 1n the infoamation we obtain fiom him

Masson—Tiavels 1 Baluchistan, Afghanis-
{han, and the Punjab  The information supphed by
him 13 to be cmefully used as in the case of all
foreign travellers  The fwither difficulty 1s that he
gives us no dates THe was not a very accurate ob-
server

Osborne—The Cowrt and the Camp of Renjit
Singh, 1840 Tt 1s the picture of a very able British
official observer  As a description of the manners of
the chief, the characteristics of the different men, 1%
1s excellent There are some very valuable reflec-
tions The infroduction, however, 1s largely based
on Prinsep and Murray

Mohanlal—Journev of a Tour thiough fthe
Punjab and Afghanisthan 1 the company of Lieute-
nant Burnes, 1834 Tt 1s important because 1t comes
from the pen of an Tndian who was one of the first
products of Enghsh education 1n India  Accounts
of Indian travellers are very 1mportant as a set-off
agaimnst the narratives of the Furopean travellers
The approach of the one is different from the ap-
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proach of the other We have nccounts of European
travellers enough and to spare  Thare are few Indian
travellers accounts

Shahamat Ali—The Sikhs and the Afghans
1847 He was 1n the Punjab 1mmediately before
and after the death of Ranpt Singh He was o
achool fellow of Mohanlal He is one of those very
rare wniters of Sikh history who have attempted
however briefly to gave an account of 8ikh Cival Ad
ministration

Baron Yon Hugel—Translated from German
by Major Jernis 1845—A German scientist s obser
vations He makes incidental references to Sihh
politics and history and has s tendency to record
hearsay evidence a foreign traveller 1gnorant of tho
Janguage must be regarded o8 & doubtful source of
information unless he 15 a Leen and c¢ritical observer

Btelnbach—The Punjab He was 1n the Sikh
service and as euch had an opportumty of looking
mto things  But his account 1# much too bnef to
he of any value

Carmichael Smyth—A History of the Reign-
g Familv of Tmhore 1847 Mnav be valuable mn
rome detarls  But he has a tendency to record hazar
rimours  He attempts to wnte secret history and
reltes much on hearsav evidence

Sir H Lawrence—Some Passages n the Infe
of an Adventurer in the Punjab 1844 Tt 18 n read
nhle novel that meidentally describes the court and

i
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the adumstiation e enticses the mmhitary sys-
tem of Ranpy Smmgh  'The information, the obser-
vation and the eniticism supplied under the guise of
Aiction aie valuable

McGregor—an army doctoi—wrote the his-
tory of the Sikhs 1 two volumes, 1846 It 1s
valuable <o [ar as the perod of the Sikh wais s
concerned  Ifor the period ending 1in 1839, 1t 18 not
of much value

Gardner’s Account—The book 1s edited by
Pearse e was an artillery ofhicer 1n the Sikh ser-
vice s account of the Ewopean officeis 1n the
Sikh service 1s valuable

Fane—I'ive Years in India  As an ade-de-
camp to Lord Auckland he accompamied Lord
Auckland {o the court of Ranjt Singh His account
1e superficial though interesting

Eden—Up the Country, also her letters She
was a sister of Lord Auckland and she accompanied
the Governoi-General i his visit to Ranpit  She
describes things very viwidly

Records in the Record Department, Forewgn
Polatacal Proceedings, 1809-1839

Records wn the Record Department, Foreign
Mascellaneous, 1809-1839 Y

F Wade—On the Punjab and adjacent Provinces
Malecolm—On thoe Invason of India by Russia
Eilliot—On the Revenues and Resources of the Punjab
Report of the Board of Admimstration at Lahore
Report of the Seftlement of the Districts of the Jullundhur Doab
Tieutenant Pottinger’'s Memoir on Sindh
Burnep—Report on Countries between Indis and Russia, No 206
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Indion Papers Punmjab 1845 1849
Parliamentary Papers—

These are the most umportant contempo-
rary Bnitish official sources of information as
distinguished  from  the non-offieral records of
the European travellers So far ag Anglo-8ikh
Sikh Afghen and Anglo-Afghah relations are
concerned these are both elaborate and valusble
The Enghsh official point of view 18 not alweys cor
rect as we know But even within the records there
are officiol evidences contradicting official conclu
sions A discnirmnahing eye can discern the fruth
though we must always heep m mind the warning
of Peter Cunningham that even state papers have
been nltered to smt the temporary views of pohtical
warfare or abridged out of musiaken regard for the
tender feeling of the surmivors  Through news
writers the British agency at Ludhiana Lepi 1tself
wnformed of the happenings 1n the Sikh country and
informed the Central Government Further of the
records 10 the Miscellaneous section the report of
Wade and Pottinger 8 memoir oo Sindh serve 1s
good supplementary sources of information Tho re-
ports of the Board of Admimstration and on the re
venues and resources of the Punjab as also the Pun
Jab papers and Parhamentary papers 1845-1840
refer to o period much later than the persod under ro
view  But in them there are references to the Sikh
admimstrative system of the previous period

«
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The contcmporary newspaper, The Iinglish-
man, has some cotroborative value Tor lustorical
materials we musi not normally look to newspapers

as they have mvaiiably a pairtisan chaiacter and dis-
" tort facts Bub at times they contain a modicum of
trath and if they conoborate evidence obtained from

other rehable somces, then cvidence should not be
completely overlooked

Punjab Government Records (published)—
Among the many volumes I consulted, only the
Ludhana Agency Volume, 1808-1815, was help-
fal It shows the muiual doubts and suspicions of
the Enghsh and Sikh  Governments during
1809-1812

Elphnstone—Kabul

Asiatic Annual Register, 1799, 1800-1807
Asiatic Jomnal, 1819-1840

The Punjab Akhbar, 1839

J A S B, Vol XII

Harlan—Memoir of India and Afghanisthan
Terriei—History of the Afghans
Cunningham—History of the Sikhs (Garrett)
Kaye—History of the War in Afghamsthan
Latif—History of the Punjab

Andrew—The Indus and 1ts Provinces

Kaye—TIafe and Correspondence of TLord
Metcalfe

Thornton—Gazetteer
Lepel Gniffin—The Punjab Rajas
The Punjab Chiefs

)
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J  Sarkar—Bibliography of Sikh History,
Modern Repiew 1807
Bage and Fall of the Bikhs
Modern Reptew, 1011
Catalogue of Khalsa Durbar Records, Vol I.
A Report of the Historical Records Commis
smon Lahore 1925
Bits Ram Kohli—Army of Ranpt SBingh  (Re-
print of an article) Journal of Indwn Hustory,
February 1922
Grey and Garrett—Ruropean Military Ad
venturers 1n India
Panikkar—Gulab Singh
Journal of the Punjab Univermby Historical
Booiety Vol II PartI



APPENDIX B

SHAH SHUJA IN LLAHORE

On the second day after Shah Shuja’s arrival in
Lahoie, Ranpt Singh demanded of him the world-
famous Kohinoor The Shah 1s said to have asked
for ttme  Ranpt Singh was, however, 1mpatient
The Shah says, ‘‘ we then expeiienced privations of
the necessaries of life and sentinels weie placed over
our dwellings A month passed in this way Con-
fidential servants of Ranjit Singh then waited on us
and enquired 1f we wanted ready cash and would
enter into an agreement and treaty for the above-
mentioned jewel We answered 1n the affirmative
and next day Ram Singh brought us 40,000 or
50,000 rupees and asked again for the Kohinoor
which we promised to procure when some treaty was
agreed upon Two days after Rannut Singh 1n per-
son dehivered over the provinces of Kote Cumaleeh,
Jung Shawl and Khulenoor to us and our heirs for
ever, also offering assistance 1n troops and treasure
for the purpose of again recovering our throne—
There was an exchange of turbans  Then Shah
Shuja gave lnim the Kohinoor but Ranpt’s part of
the contract remained unfulfilled ’'*

According to Tarikh Sultani, Shah Shuja was
received 1n Lahore with great honour by Ranpt

* Shah Shuja’s Autobiography as detailed by Kaye, Vol I, p 100

>
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J Barker—Bibliography of Sikh Histary,
Modern Review, 1907
Rise and Fall of the Sikhs
Modern Repiew, 1011
Catalogue of Kbalsa Durbar Records Vol I
A Report of the Historical Records Commis-
sion Lahore 1925
Sita Ram Kohlr—Army of Ranpt Bingh (Re-
print of an article) Journal of Indumn Hustory,
February 1922
Grey ond Garretti—Furopesan Miltary Ad
venturers 11 India
Pamkkar—Gulab Singh
Journsl of the Punjab Univermty Historieul
Boctety Vol IT Part T
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SHAOD SHUTA IN LAHORE

On the second day after Shah Shuja’s arrival in
Liahore, Ranpt Singh demanded of him the world-
famous Kohinoor The Shah 1s saud to have asked
for ime Ranpt Singh was, however, 1mpatient
The Shah says, ‘‘ we then eaperienced privations of
the necessaries of hfe and sentinels were placed over
our dwelhngs A month passed 1in this way Con-
fidential servants of Rannt Singh then waited on us
and enquired if we wanted ready cash and would
enter 1nto an agieement and treaty for the ahbove-
mentioned jewel We answered 1n the affirmative
and next day Ram Singh brought us 40,000 or
50,000 rupees and asked again for the Kohinoor
which we promised to procure when some treaty was
agreed upon Two days after Rannt Singh n per-
son delivered over the provinces of Kote Cumaleeh,
Jung Shawl and Khulenoor to us and our heirs for
ever, also offering assistance 1n troops and treasure
for the purpose of again recoverimg our throne—
There was an exchange of turbans  Then Shah
Shuja gave him the Kohinoor but Ranjit’s part of
the contract remained unfulfilled ***

According to Tarikh Sultani, Shah Shuja was
received 1n Lahore with great honour by Ranjit

* Ghah Shuja’s Autobiography as detailed by Kaye, Vol I, p 100

)
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Singh who asmgned to hun for his remdence the
haoslt of Soda Singh and another haoelr for his
harem  If needed intercourss between the ¥wo re-
sidences could be interrupted “When Rannit Singh
demanded the Kohinoor 8hah Shuja sent an answer
that 1t was not at hand just then but would be forth
coming as soon as more mtimate friendship could be
established between lum and the Maharaja The
demand havin, several times been iterated and
eluded by the same subterfuge Ranpt Bingh ceased
to supply s guest with food and drink and after
keeping him for & month 1n great distress offered
him 50 000 nanakshah: rupeea for the Kohinoor (he
could not have been Lept altogether without food and
drink for this long period) Buf now the Sheh m
sisted on s written bond of alhance and Ramnt Singh
had at once a document concooted 1 which he swore
by Guru Nanak and the Granth that he would never
cease to be the friend of Shah Shuja whereupon the
latter gave up the famous dinmond and Ranpit Bingh
withdrew the gnards he had placed over the house of
his guest and communication with his harem was
restored *

The autobiographv and the Tankh Sultamt are
n rubstantinl agreement  The only 1mportant pomnt
of difference 18 the unfulfilled promise of a Jagir qod
on this point Shah Shuma need not be disbelieved

Tt 18 well hnown that after Shah Bhu had been
reized by Atn Muhammad Khan of Attoch the

The Tndfan Antlqeary Vols. XVI and XVIT Foot note
‘
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lancet was fiequently held over Ius eyes and his
keepel once took him to the middle of the Indus with
the avms bound thieatening him with mstant death®
with a view to extort the Kohinoor fiom him  Wafa
Begum, the wife of Shah Shuja, sent a petition to
Ranpt to the effect that the Afghan Wazir was talk-
ing of taking Kashmn and in thdt case her husband
would be taken to Kabul and Ins eyes would be taken
out So Ranpnt Singh was 1equested to come to his
1escue  Ranpt was also told that the Kohinoo was
in Kashmu with the Shah and if he was taken to
Kabul the priceless jewel would be taken along with
him 1 Thus 1t seems qmte piobable that Wafa
Begum promused Ranpt Singh the woild-famous
jewel 1f he succeeded 1n 1escting Shah Shuja from
the hands of the Afghans and the Sikh 1uler could
claim 1t 1n 1eturn of the seivices 1endered  But the
ex-king was not a simpleton Iike Muhammad Shah
the Timurid so that a wily exchange of turbans
would bring the Sikh ruler the world-famous Kohi-
noor The Shah continued to elude him by invent-
ing subterfuges In this Kohinoor tiansaction ¢ The
character of Ranpit Singh more unsciupulous than
cruel ’° was, ‘as Osborne says, ‘ curiously display-
ed 1n the measure he adopted No greater severity
was emploved than appeared absolutely necessary to
overcome the obstinacy of the Shah and none was
omitted that promised the accomplishment of the

* Umdat ut Tawarikh, IT, p 181, and Bornes—Travels, 11T, p 248
1 Zafarnama-1-Ranpt Singh, 1819

26
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end * It requred more self-demial than 1s to be
expected that with the warld famous diamond 1n
his grasp, he would not try to seoure 1t merely out
of respect for the shade of that which ance was
great  Reverence for the past was not his weak

ness Moreover 1t must be said in his favour thas
the famous jewel was taken away from India by one
of her rapacious invaders It was quite in the fitness
of things that an Indian king would consider himself
better entitled to 1ts ownership than any foreigner
He had been lawish 1 hie  promises and
most certainly regarded these as a diplomatic mesns
of inducing the Shah to give up the Koluncor and
as such not binding on lim But 1n this connec

tion we cannot but contrast his unscrupulous treat

ment of Shah Shuja with us humane treatment of
8hah Ayub for whose submstence he granted an
allowance of rupees one thousand & month } We
believe 1f the SBhah had been merely a helpless de

pendent ex King the treatment would have been
different

After this Ranpt went with the ex
King to Rotas and thence hg went 1o

* Osborne—Court and Camp of B_nfit Bingh Introdncfion xxxif

4T ebonld ecknowadge that this view polnt {5 o sogpestion drom
Dr Raychandborl
T Aych Shah was also given ¢ Moojs whosa income waa Ha 8,060
—Umdstot-Tewarlkh p. 282 Vol IL

Pol. Procesdings—90th October 1837 No. T0—8hah Aycb bhed &
boam allatted o bhim and Rs. 1,000 & month; Rs, 1,600 was also given
to diferent membern of his family
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Rawalpindee to watch the movements of
Fateh Khan But the espedition was aban-
doned and ‘ Ranpt desned him to accompany
Ram Singh  Left alone with that clhief he was
shamelessly plundered by robbeis of a ligher note
than the Sikh Chief would willingly admit All
thought of proceeding to Peshawar was now aban-
doned and accompamed by Ram Singh and the
heir-apparent, Shah Shuja now returned to Lahore

There too he was plundered and Ranjt Singh strip-
ped him of everything that was worth taking (1t 's
even said that Bhai Ram Singh and a party ot
females was sent to search hig interio1 apaltments)

Even after this spies weie set around him and guaids
surrounded his dwellings Ifive months passed in
this way His family then succeeded 1n escaping
10 Luudhiana and was placed under British protec-
tion and he himself after a time, 1n spite of redoubled
precautions, somehow managed to run away to the
hll teriitorles After an ineffective attempt on
Kashmir with the assistance of the Raja of Kishtwar
the Shah finally returned to Liudlana 1n September,
1816 —This 1s the version of subsequent events
given by Kaye from Shah Shuja’s autobiography

From the Tarikh Sultam1 we get the following
version °‘ somefime afterwards Ranpt Singh
marched to Peshaway to attack Fateh Khan and com-
pelled Shah Shuja to accompany him although he
suffered greatly fiom asthma  On retwrning to
Lahore, Rannt Singh left Shah Suja at Rawalpindee

|}
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1n cherge of Rem Singh who with Kbarak Singh
carred off secretly all the bedding and furmture of
Shsh Subyja robbing him hikewise of some of his
money and on hus takang them to task for what they
had done gave evasive replies At last Shah Shuja
was taken to Lahore and there hept closely guarded
which mdignmity so disgusted lnm that he deter
mned to fly but beng loath to do go without his
farmly he hired a number of caris outsrde the town
and dressing s famuly 1n the costume of Indian
women who frequented his harem got them on four
different occasions conveyed out of the town
Thus all departed to Ludhians and he himself after
wards escaped throngh the agency of Kukkakhan of
Biwalkot *

There 18 one material pomt of difference
between the Tarihh Sultami and the autobiography
of Sheh Shuja ss dotailed by Kaye Tho former
mentions robbing by kharak Singh and Ram Bingh
but does not mention that Ranpt etripped hum for
the second time and even the Shah s mntenor apart-
ments were senrohed  Instead we read that the ex
King was so disgusted with lus surveillance that he
determined to fly

Therefore T arn 1nchned to doubt the Shah s
allegnitons of thoe search of even tho interior apatt-
ments by r party of femeles and such other extor
tions  Though there 18 o legitimate ground for

* Indian Antiquary XIT and XVII, Foot.nole —Ed
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doubt, yet such a proceduie 1s not allogether im-
probable  Irom Ranpi Singh's pomnt of view 1t
must also be adnntted that one of the oflicers of the
-Shah ¢ hou<c-hold, Mn Abdul Hassan, not faithful
to the Shah, plotted when 1n Lahoie to make 1t ap-
pear to Ranpit Simgh that the ex-Iing was 1 concers
with the Isashmir Goveinor and news of fiesh mn-
trigues of a similar character aie smd to have 1each-
cd the eais of the Sikh monarch  His  subsequent
attempt to desporl Shah Shuja might have been due
to a desne to cuipple the Shah’s 1esources so that he
might not cainy on further mtiigues
The 1eal 1eason for the fight of Shah Shuja
was his giowing comviction that Ranpt would not
help him agamst Fateh KXhan and as Cunnmingham
notes, his peiception of the design of Rannt to de-
tain lnm as a prisoner and to make use of his name
for puiposes of his own  This view 1s coroborated
by the evidence of the Zafarnama of Amainath
where we find Shah Shuja trying to secure Ranjit’s
help to fight IFateh Khan Ranpt’s reply was that
the best policy was that of delay Sadi Khan Kot-
wal was appointed to guard Shah Shuja When
the Shah protested Ranjt 1eplied that the ex-King
was not a prisoner but had only a guard of honour *
, But 1f the ex-King’s giave allegations about
Ranpit Singh’s treatment after the loss of Kohinoor
be true, the enormity 1s not mitigated by the counter-

-

-

-

* Zafarnama 1 Rannt Singh, A.D 1616

]
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charge of the mirigues of the Shah, by any indefi
mte allowanes for the environment or by finding out
parallels from the history of the West The Kol
noor was worth a king s ransom far more that

of an ex King



APPENDIX C
THE REGULAR ARMY oF RaANJIT SINGH

(Based on the catalogue of Ihalsa Dwibai
Records, Volume I, as corloborated by the Hisab-
nama—Iouj-1-Ranpé Singh )

No of men Total number Monthly total
payment

1811 Infantry 2,852 } 4,061 Rs. 82,178

Artillery 1,209
average per head 7 9 rupees
1838 Infantry 29,617
Cavalry 4,090 z 38,242 Rs. 8,74,101
Artillery 4,535
average—Infantry 77 ) Total
Cavalry 22 }
Artillery 72

average
124

Averagoe salary per month

Kumidan eommandant * Rs 60 to Bs 150 a month

Mahzu Rs 80 to Rs 60 ,,
Subadar Rs 20to Rs 380 ,,
Jamadal Rs 15 to Rs 22
Hawvildm Rs 13 to Rs 15 ,,
Naik Rs 10 to Rs 12 '
Sarjan Rs 8toRse 12 ,,
Phuriya Rs 78 to Rs 10 ,,
’Sepoy Rs 7 toRs 88 ,,
* Hisabnama—Fou) 1 Rannt Singh—

Rs A P

Atar Singh Man Kumidan 120 0 ©
Ram Singh Salb Singh Kumiden 101 0 O
Mohar Singh Kumidan 1560 0 O

)
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The cash monthly payment was a system bor
rowed from the East India Company Formerly
the Jagirdar and Faslanadar Systems had been more
general  The harvest-time payment however
steadily disappeared Bui the monthly payments
were not regulerly made The army as a rule
were 1n arrears for five to six months The troops
were normally paid five tumes a year Ment did not
go unrewarded Neglect of duty did not go un
pumshed Men served so long as they were phys
cally fit There was no regular pension Buf thirty
per cent of the vacances were filled from the mem
bers of the family of the refiring soldiers A kind
of allowance was sometimes granted to the famihes
of the derd and the wounded *

2
i
g:r'
i

s;ssgsf

coocomob
coococoW

*1In the pay rolls we come acroes & wection entitied Dharmarth
in which is recorded payment to the familles of ths dead and
woanded soldlers. A specimen Is piven here. Tn the first fow pages
of the Hirebmemas we find recorded pavments to 135 men under Atar
Bingh Man Kumidar. Then under the hesding Dharmarth  we
bave the fcllowing payments recorded —

Gardit fingh  wif
Ram Bingh  widow
Faolla Bingh mother
Rharan fingh  motber
Thag Siogh
To this way we find pevment on the Jo of
throughont tho cotire Misabagma rripciplo of - Dharmasth

oo euo B
o®mxneo M
oocoooW

[§
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In view of these facts and figures, the following
criticism of Liawience seems exaggerated Lawience
says, * The building completed, the Mahaiaja does
not think the same caie necessary for its preserva-
tion, as for its constiuction The keystone of an
army 1s wanting There 1s no undisputed punctual
pay ' The average monthly pay of the infantry and
artillery was 7 8 in 1811, when service 1n the 1egu-
lar army was not at all popular and recruits were
very difficult to find The average for the infantry and
arfillety was 77 and 72 1 1838 when service
the 1egular aimy had become very popular and 1e-
cruits weie so easy to find Ranpt Singh had not
taken advantage of the populanty of the service to
lower the pay to any considerable extent The salary
from the commandant o the sepoy in the Sikh sei-
vice compared very favourably with the correspond-
ing ranks 1n the Company’s service It was not a
pitiless organisation Some consideration was
shown to the family of the dead and the wounded

It must, certainly, be acknowledged that the
1rregularity of payment was one of the greatest de-
fects of Ranpt’s mhitary organisation He had n-
troduced the monthly payment system in imitation
of the British But this was absolutely an 1mnova-
tion It demanded such a high order of adminis-
tration and revenue system as the Sikh monarchy
had not yet attained Therefore his Mahdar sys-
tem became practically a compromise between the
old faslanadar system and the monthly system of

27
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payment The Maharaja was also most probably of
optmon that to keep his  soldiers af least several
months 1n arrears would ensure a better dismpline 1n
the army



INDEX

A
Abdus Samad Khan, Governor of
Sirhiad, 45
Afghsmistaan, Ranpt's relations

with, 383-4, 63-89, 9193, App B

Abhluwalis Misl, 8 note

Ahmadabad, 25

Ahmad Khan, Jhang, 25

Ahmad Khar Shahnchi, 10

‘Almad Shah Abdali, conquests of,
2, failure of, 2, s sway over
the Punjab, 44 5, polhicy of con
ciliation, 12

Akalgarh, captured, 145

Alalis, Ronput's relations with, 126,
1978

Ala Singh, Paotinls, ally of Ahmad
Shoh Abdaly, 12, 46

Aliard, Genersl, 148, 149, 158

Amarnath, 187 §

Amar Singh, Paticls, ally of Ahmad
Bheh Abdsl, 12, 45

Amar  Smngk Thapps,
Kangra, 25, 278

Ambasla, 8 note, annexed, 41

Amir Xhan, Pindan lesder, 38, 49

Amiras of Sindh, British relations
with, 585, 1089, Rannt's rela
tions with, §3, 10512

Amnitsar, 2 note, 15, 127

Anroodh Chend, impnconed, 27-8

Assessment of tox, methods of, 184

Attock, annexed, 6971

Auckland, Tord, 141

Aug Kour, Ram of Patisle, quarrels
with Rajs, 40

Awitabile, General, 1823, 187, 1b4,
156, 160

Azizuddin, Falar, brothers of, 177 8,
career and eshimate of, 176 7, s
’drplomacy, 84, 140f , se1zes
Attock, 69, sent to Peshawer, 75,
ref , 123, 131, 142, 143

B

invades

Budruddin, Chaudhun,
13
Bahawalpur, 26, 82, 85, 98, 1036

)

mprisoned,

hY

Bhrampur, 8 note

Banda, lender of Sikhs, 1
Bannu, conquered, 23, 94
Barakzais, elder, and Rannt, 66f
Basoh, 22, 26, 28

Battles—

Chuch, 713
Jamrud, 88-9
Neemla, 63
Noushera, 757
Ron, T8
Sialkot, 26

Bhag Swingh, Jland, 39, 40

Bhang1 Misl, 2n, 18

Bhasin, 14

Bheda, 28

Bhimbur, 22, conquest of, and 1its ,
mnportance, 29, rebellion 1n, 82,

Bhoop Singh, Fyzullapuna, 16

Bhopal Singh Theppa, 1212

Bhowamt D28, Revenue Officer, 180,
178

Bhukur, copquered, 36

Bikanecr, embassy from, 124

Brnitish, the, cloam sovereignty over
Ciz Sutle; States, 4847, make
treaty with Ranpt, 47, relations
with Amurs of Sindh, 638505,
1089, Dost Muvhammad, €08,
Ranpt Swmgh, 389, 418, 47,
48 58

Budh 8Singh Fyzullapria, subdued,
17

Burnes, 193
C

Chamba, 23, 26

Chandiot, see Chimob

Charat Smngh, grandfathér of
Ranyt, 2 note

Chet Singh, opposes Ranpt, 18

Chuloundhi, 8 note

Chipa, war with Sikhe, 11920

Chimot, conquered, 24

Chunian, 2 note

Cis Butley Statcs, Renpt claims,
48-47, failr fo take, 47, 805
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Fl!ocn-r Dr 18 19

Fare, 195

Farldkot annexed

Fntd: Chand ks B.nnﬁt- belp,

FltahK]:nn.W estimats of
78; Banpt s relatoos with, 65-13.
Fateh friend
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ind Singh Goru, and Fhals
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H L4

Hamnpur, tnbute {from, 28

Honn 8Smngh  Nalws, career of,
16770, 1n Jamrud campaign,
87, 869, 98, ref , 110, 182, 133,
146

Harlan, 84, 141, 164

Harrand, occupied, 106

Henderson, Dr, 116

Hearsey, Major, 191

Hill Statcs, 22, Bira and Athira
Thakurias, 27

Hirpur, occupted, 30

Hisabnama Fouj:  Ranpt
189

Hompberger, 154

Hosarpur, Ranpt inveats, 24

Hugel, 194

Hyder Al, contrasted with Ranpt,
48, 36, 101 2

Singh,

I

Imam Bun, police officer, 141

Imamuddin, 17, 141, 177

Iskardu, relations of, with Ranpt,
11720

Iclamgarh, seized, 16

J

Jacquemont, Victor, 192

Jahandud Khan, Attock, 69, 93

Jalalpur, annexed, 16

Jalandhar, 3 note

James, General, 148

Jammu, 22, trmbute from, 23, 29

Jammu brothers, 129, 172, 174 b
—Dhian  Singh, 181, 1784,

175, 176

—Gulab Singh, 173 8, 174, 175
2-Suchet Singh, 172

Jamrud, battle of, 87 86-9

Jasrota, 223

Jhang, tributo from, 26

Jhind, 38 note

Jiwan Singh, Siwlkot, subduoed, 26

Jodh Singh Ramgarhia, Rannt’s
ally, 17
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Jodh Singh, Wazmabad, m alhance
with Dal Singh, 14, death, 16

K

EKohan Smngh, 17

Kamaluddin, 15

Kargra, 22

Kanheydlal, 1€8

Kunllqyu Mis', 2 note

Kapur Swngh Fyzulapuria, 3 note

Kardars or tsx collectors, 1382

Kashmir, admimstration of, under
Ranpns, 1457, conquered by
Ahmad Shash Abdal, 2, 9 fn,
Rannt’'s  expeditions to, 29 ff
345, 66 et seq , scaraity 1n,
186 7

Kasur, 13, 28, 24, 26, 52

EKatoch, sec under Kangra

Khalsa, or 8ikk Commonwealth,
Ongmm of, 1, relations between
Rannt and, 46, 126, 127

—S8arbat, 39
—Sarhar, 127

Kharak Singh, in charge of Nakks
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purs, 26, ref , 136, 148

EKhusab, 25, 28, 64

Khusal Singh, career and estumate
of, 131, 1367, 170 2

Kishtwar, 22, 203

Kohat, 28, 93

Kohincor, 67, App B

L

Ladak,
1127

Lihors, admimstrialoa of, 180, 182,
gront of, to Rannt, 9, 11,
occupred, 13, Shah Zeman m
vades, 910

Liaik Missger, §

Rarcpt’s  relations  with,

Lake, Yord, 38

Lakbpat Roi, Dewan, 4, alleged
murder of, 56

Lawrence, 194-5 )

Leeah, annexed, 36
Lehns 8mgh Bhing, 12
Ludhiara, under Bhsg Singh, 89
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natrow clifigiet site is in itself 2 formidable fortress,
but jts weather-beaten masonry walls, while adding _tol
the picturesqueness of the scene, are of no specia
archttectural quality.

(&) Fourteenth Century.

In the southern counties there ate three castles of
the late fourteenth century in our guardianship.
These is 2 considerable group of these castles in the
country, and they belong to the early stages of the
transition from the Norman fortress to the Tudor
mansion. They are rather fortified residences than
castles proper, and though they largely follow the form
of their prototype in sull making considerable provi-
sion for defence, in their internal arrangements they
devote more attention to the amenities of civilized

e.

The earliest of these is Nunney Castle in Somerset,
(Fig- 17) which was built by Joha de la Mare, who
obtained a licence to crenellate from King Edward 11l in
1373, Itconsists of a rectangle with round angle towers,
and is surrounded by a moat which has been excavated
and again filled with water. It was held for the King
1 the Civil War, but was captured by the Parliament
after a one-day siege and the interior was then dis-
mantled. The north wall collapsed in 1910,

AlsotnSomerset is Farleigh Castle (Fig 18), of similar
date, Licence to crenellate was granted in 1383 to Sir
John Hungerford, and the castle remained for many

" s s wase 23 Culldl wall with round
angle-towers surrounds an inner ward which contains
the biving quarters, and in the outer ward 1s the chapel,
originally the parish church. The castle itself fell 1nto

ruin in the eighteenth century, but the chapel is roofed,
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and contains some fine tombs of the Hungerfords, a
]acgbean pulpit, and a black-letter Bible, formc,rly
chau;ed. Th_ere are also considerable fragments of
medizval stained glass, and a collection of armour
mostly of the period of the Civil War, All these have
now been placed under the guardianship of the Office
of Works.

] Old Wardour Castle, in southern Wiltshire, is now
1n process of being handed over to our guardianship.
It was built by John, Lord Lovel, who obtained licence
to crenellate in 1392, and most of the building dates
from that period. In plan it is hexagonal, surrounding
a central courtyard of the same shape, and there arc
square bastions flanking the entrance. Such a plan is
unique among English castles. In 1547 it came into
the possession of the Arundel family, the present
owners, and after 1570 Sir Matthew Arundel made
several curious additions and alterations in the Eliza-
bethan Renaissance style, which have been attributed
to the design of the famous John Thorpe. In the
Civil War it was besieged first by the Parliament and
then by the Royalists, and during the second siege the
whole western wing was blown up, since when the
castle has remained 2 ruin. It is in a lovely setting
in the park of the newer Wardour Castle, which was
built about a mile away in 1776 to the design of James

Paine.

(¢) Tudor.
During the fifteenth and sixteenth centurics
domestic and military architecture parted company,
and developed along separate lines.
The increased use of artillery rendered many of
the older castles ineffective and new styles of fortifica-
dually evolved, particularly for coastal

tion were gra : :
f the earliest is The Strong Tower, now

defence. One o
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known as Dartmouth Castle (Fig. 19). This does not
strictly belong to the Tudor petiod but may be included
here, suice 1t has greater affinity with the later castles
for coast defence than with the last group we have
been considering.

It was erected in 1481 by the Corporation of
Dartmouth and provided with gua-ports from the
beginning. It remains substantially as 1t was built,
and was handed over to the Office of Works by the
War Office 11 1910,

Further additions to the defences of the coast wete
made eatly 1n the reign of King Henry VIIL. It 1s
probable that St. Cathetine’s Castle, Fowey, and the
onginal smaller fort at Pendennis, now called Little
Dennss fort, should be attibuted to thts time.  Later 1n
his retgn and shortly after the Suppresston of the Mon-
asteties,” Henry VIII embarked upon a comprehenstve
scheme of coastal defence. * Blockhouses ” or * bul-
warks ” were proposed for every haven and at every
possible landing ‘place. Many “of these were never
built, but within the following few years work was
proceeding upon a number of small castles and stmilar
works along the coast from Hull to Milford Haven.
Most of these are small, low, but very massive
structures, often consisting of a central tower with
latger circular bastions piesced with wide embrasures
fot guns.

Two of the finest, namely, Pendennis and St. Mawe’s
Castles (Fig. 20) 1n Cornwall were begun 1 1540 to
defend Falmouth Haven, and are still well preserved,
and now maintained by the Office of Works, They
were designed by a German mulitary architect, Stephen
the Almayne, and illustrate the King’s intention to have
the defences erected in the most up-to-date Continental
style. Another example of the type 1s Camber Castle
near Rye, which is in rums. Other similar block-
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hqusc fortresses of this date which are in our guardian-
ship are Deal, Walmer, Hurst, and Portland Castles,
all of which have been much altered since their founda-
tion, and Yarmouth Castle, Isle of Wight, which was
built at this time, but is rectangular in plan. The
public are admitted on the afternoons of certain
weekdays to part of Walmer Castle, which is the official
residence of the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. It
contains a small collection of historical relics and the
room in which the famous Duke of Wellington (who
held the office of Lord Warden) died in 1852z. The
contents of this room and its decoraticn were either
the Duke’s own or, as in the case of the wall-paper
and carpet, reproductions of those installed by him.
As a consequence this Wellington room is an interest-
ing and very complete example of eatly Victotrian
taste.
Later in the sixteenth century these blockhouses
became out of date, and engineers reverted once more
to defences of earth. Ramparts wete constructed of
soil or timber, and frequently revetted with sloping
walls of stone or brick. Angular bastions of various
forms were added to ensure command with cross-fire
over the whole of the ramparts. This system was
much elaborated by Vauban and others in later
centuries, but some of the earliest examples of the type
now to be seen in this country are the outer defences
of Carisbrooke, which were mostly erected between
1597 and 1602, and the outer fiefel_ices of Pc.znden_rus
Castle of about 1598. The fortifications of this petio

were the result of the war with Spain, of Whl.ch
the best known event is the defeat of the Spanish
Armada in 1588. The Cz}risbrqok_e Wotks were
erected by an Italian, Federigo Gianibelli, who wa;
responsible also for the Elizabethan defences of
Berwick-on-Tweed and the fortifications of Antwerp ;
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later b’y the Rangers of Greenwich Park. In 1807 the
Queen’s House and its gardens were handed over by
Act of Parliament to the Royal Naval Asylum, which
In 1821 was merged in the Royal Naval School.
Thereafter the house was much altered internally for
use as quartets for the officers in charge of the school.
The gardens were obliterated and the existing stone
colonnades built on either side of the House to conncer
it with the new wings of the school.

On the recent removal (1933) of the Royal Naval
School to Holbrook in Suffolk the Queen’s House was
placed in the charge of the Office of Works and the
worst later disfigurements of the nineteenth century
removed. It will be open to the public both as a
monument and as part of the new National Maritime
Museum, who will use it for the display of some of
the seventeenth-century section of their possessions.

The Entrance Hall—a perfect cube 4o feet each way
—retains its original ceiling and projecting wooden
gallery. ‘The circular staircase with a very interesting
ironwork balustrade is also of Inigo Jones date, as are
the elaborate decorations of the two principal north
rooms on the first floor. The painted ceiling of onc,
and the gilded cornice and frieze and ceiling of the
other are very fine examples of the Italian taste of the
time. .
The public roadway which ran through the building
was diverted and blocked up early in the cighteenth
century, but the original bridge which conncgtcd the
two separate wings may still be scen behind  the
Entrance Hall. ) ) )

Inigo Jones occupies a very important place in
the history of English architecture and we are tqrtuna!c
in possessing in the Qucen’s House so d?nrmmg and
histotic an example of his work. In_ spite of nany
difficulties and some inevitable restoration, every effort
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has been made to present the internal as well as
external appearance of the house as neatly as possible
as designed by him and in the form in which it must
have been when occupied by successive Queens of
England in the seventeenth century,

Another former Royal residence, mamely Kew
Palace, is open to the public visiting Kew Gardens.
This sed brick building originally known as ““the
Dutch House,” was built by one Samuel Fortrey, a
Dutchman, 1n the reign of King Charles I, His
initials and the date 1631 stll appear in the pedi-
ment over the main doorway. It is of four storeys,
and is an intetesting example of the Flemtsh re-
naissance style of this date, unusual 1n this country.
The house was acquired on Jease by King George II
for Queen Caroline about 1730. It was later occupied
by Frederick, Prince of Wales, and on Ius death by
the Princess Dowager. In 1781 the house was put-
chased by King George III as a “ nursery ”* for the
very numerous Royal children. Latet 1t was occupied
by Queen Charlotte, who died there in 1818. 'There-
after it remained closed and empty till 1898, when it
was first thrown open to the public. Many alterations
to the windows, doors, and the mtetior of the house
generally were carried out by Frederick, Prnce of
Wales, between 1737 and 1748, probably under the
supervision of William Kent, the architect and decora-
tive designer, Some of the furmture now in the
building dates back to this time, but other pieces,
including the pictures, have been given or lent in
Tecent yeats, They come for the most part from the
Royal Collections and the Victora and Albert Museum,
dugmented by one or two private gifts.

Thete remain three other small monuments of the
Renaissance period which are matntained by the Office
of Works, and these bring us back to coast defence.
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At the Restoration of King Charles I certain coastal
defences were again strengthened. The Citadel at
Plymouth was constructed at this time, and its elaborate
gate, bearing the date 1670, is.in our charge and it
may be compared to the similar structure at Tilbury
Fort, on the Thames, which is dated 1682. Of the
same character but less elaborate are two gates at
Portsmouth. The defences of the town (as opposed
to the harbour), consisting of earthwork and ditch,
were planned by King Henry VIII and executed under
Queen Elizabeth. In 1624 they were so damaged by
a storm that in the years following it was proposed to
remove them. They were repaired, however, by both
King Charles I and Cromwell, but after the Restoration
a new plan was drawn up in 1665, and gradually com-
pleted, and it is to this scheme that our two gates
belong. King James’ Gate was completed in 1687,
and the Landpott Gate (also called St. George’s or
the Old Town Gate), which formed the principal
entrance to the town from the harbour, was ﬁmshcd
in 1698. This still stands on its.original site, l_)ut
King James” Gate was re-erected in its present position
when the old defences of Portsmouth were demolished

between 1874 and 1877.
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NOTES

At a number of monuments for which guide books
are not yet available the Custodtan has notes of the
history of the building. A plan 15 also available for
inspection by the public without extra charge.

Real photographic postcard views of monuments
are also on sale, at buildings marked with an astersk,
at 13d. each. Further views are in course of
production.

Photographs may be taken by visitors without a
permit except at buildings occupied by the milttary.
In these cases the assent of the military must be
obtained. The use of stand cameras is subject to the
discretion of the Custodian.

Adpussion Fees. 'These are indicated under each
monument.

Children under fourteen years of age are admitted
at half price. Parties of eleven to twenty visitors are
admitted for 5s5. where the normal Admission fec is 64,
per person, and for 25. 64. where it is 3d. Parties
exceeding twenty are admitted at h2lf the uspal
Admission fee per person.

BERKSHIRE
Uffington White Horse and Castle

A large Iron Age camp surrounded by 2 zempart aod sk
ditch. The horse below the ezmp 35 cot o ¢ i
probably of the same date, ke m");

Setuatron. 2 miles south of USngrom,

Railvay Station. Uffingwon.

Admission, At asy tize $2tere charm.
P 2
]
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Wayland's Smithy, Ashbury

A prehistoric burigl place consisting of a long earthen mound
containing a cruciform chamber, formed of large blocks of
stone, in which the human remains were placed.

Situation. 1 mile cast of Ashbury.

Railway Station.  Shrivenham.

Admission. At any time without charge.

CORNWALL
Chysanster Hut Clusters, Gulval

A British village dating from about 1 B.¢. to the third century
A.D., consisting of a series of stone houses, each containing a
number of rooms. The site has been excavated and the
walls of the buildings stand several feet high.

Situation. 2% miles north-west of Gulval.

Railway Station. Penzance.

Admission. At any time without charge.

“ The Hurlers > Stone Circles, Minions
Three prehistoric stone circles in a line; one of the best
examples of this type of monument in the south-west.
Sitnation. % mile north-west of Minions.
Railway Station. Liskeard.
Admission. At any time without charge.

King Doniert’s Inscribed Stone, St. Cleer
Part of a cross-shaft decorated with interlaced pattern and
inscribed “ DONIERT ROGAVIT PRO ANIMA”.
Donicrt was probably the same as Durngarth, King of
Cornwall in the latter half of the ninth century.
There is also patt of another cross-shaft with similar

decoration.

Sitnation.
Railway Station. Liskeard.
Admission. At any time without chatge.

1 mile north-west of St. Cleer.
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* Pendenms Castle

A well-preserved castle erected by Henry VIIL for coast
defence. It was enlarged by Elzabeth. During the Civil
War 1n 1646 it was besieged by the Pathamentarian Army
under General Fairfax, the siege lasted five months, the
garrison caputulating and marching out with colours flying
Sutwation About 1 mie south-east of Falmouth

Rarlvay Station Falmouth

Hours of Adnnssion
Weekdays Sundays
March-May oam-6pm Iram-4pm
June-September oam-7pm 1Iam-4pm
October-February 10am-—-4pm Iram-3pm

Admssion Fee 64
Offcial Guade Book. 64

Restormel Castle (F1g. 15)
Very intetesting remaimns of 2 castle begun in the twelfth
century, but Iittle of this period now exists, the curtatn wall
having been built about 1200, replacing the earlter wooden
defences  There wete probably wooden buildings inside
the curtain wall 1n the first instance, but these were super-
seded by stone structures towards the end of the thitteenth
century, The surroundings ate pictutesque.
Situation  About 14 muiles north of Lostwithiel
Rarlway Station.  Lostwithiel
Hours of Admrssion, )

Weekdays Swndays.
Apti-October 9 2.m -6 p.m 1ram-4pm

Admsssion Fee. 3d
Official Gunde Pamphlet.  2d.

St Catherme's Castle, Fouey
A fort erected 1n the reign of Henry VIII for the defence of
the harbour.
“Suuation § mile south-west of Fowey.
Railway Station Fowey,
Not open to the public,
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* St Mawe’s Castle (Big. 20)

A fine castle erccted by Henry VIII for coast defence. It
consists of a central tower with three semicircular bastions,

Situation. 2 miles east of Falmouth across the estuary.
Railway Station. Falmouth.

Hours of Admission.
Weekdays. Sundays.
March-May 10 2.m.—6 p.m. 11 a.m.—'ﬁ p.m.
June~September 10 4.m.—7 p.m. IT a.m.—4 p.m.
11 a.m.—3 p.m.

October—February 10 a.m.—4 p.m.
Admission Fee. 6d.
Offcial Guide Book. G6d.

* Tintagel Casrle (Fig. 16)

Ire

The remains of a medizval castle standing in picturesque
position overlooking the sea. It was built in the middle of
the twelfth century by Reginald, Earl of Cornwall, and has
now been divided into two parts by the erosion of the sea.
On the headland there are also the temains of a Celtic
monastery of the fifth to the ninth centuries, similar in type
to other examples in Ireland and Wales.

Situation. % mile north-west of Tintagel.

Railway Station. Camelford.
Hours of Admission.
Weekdays. Sundays.

March-May 10 2.m.-0 p.m. 11 a,m.~4 p.m.
June-September 10 a.m.~7 p.m. 11 a.m.—4 p.m.
Octobet-February 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 11 4.m.—3 p.m.
Admission Fee. 3d.
Official Guide Book. 6d.

thepy Qnoit, St. Cleer (Fig. 2)

A prehistoric burial chamber consisting of five standing
stones surmounted by a huge capstone.

Situation. 1 mile north-east of St. Cleer.

Railway Station. Liskeard.
Admission. At any time without charge.
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DEVONSHIRE
Blackbury Castle, Southleigh

An oval-shaped camp defended by a single bank and ditch
with a 1 d entrance on 1ts h side, probably
of the Tron Age.

Sttuation. 1% miles south-west of Southleigh

Ratbway Station, Colyton.

Adpussion At any time without charge.

* Dartmonth Castle (F1g 19)
Small fifteenth-century fort, largely added to mn the last
quarter of the sixteenth century. It sull had a Governor
and was maintained tn a fair state of repair until the middle
of the last eentury.
Sttuation. 1% miles south-east of Dartmouth
Rarlway Statron Dartmouth

Hours of Admassion.
Weekdays Sundays
May-September 9gam-§pm zpm-Gpm
October-April 9 2 m~dusk z2pm—4pm.

Adnnssion Fee. 6d
Official Guide Book  6d.

Lydford Castle
A twelfth century keep with a rectangular hailey on its
western side within the area of a Saxon buth. The castle
was the seat of the Stannary Court untl the court was
moved to Princetown 1n the begmning of the last century
Sttuation  In Lydford
Railvay Station, Lydford.
Admission At any tume without charge
Official Grade Pamphiet. 24,

Plynionth Citadel Gate
The Citadel is a large fortification erected after the Restora-
tron.  The elaborate entrance gateway 1s dated 1670,
Sttuation, To the east of Hoe Park.
Raibvay Station.  Plymouth.
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DORSETSHIRE

Jordan Hill Roman Temple, Preston

Slight remains of a small rectangular Roman temple,
Situation. 2 miles north-east of Weymouth.

Railnay Station. Weymouth,

Aduwission. At any time without charge.

Kingston Russell Stone Circle

A prehistoric circle of eighteen stones.
Sitnation. 2 miles north of Abbotsbury,
Railway Station. Abbotsbury.
Admission. At any time without charge.

Maiden Castle, Dorchester (Fig. 4)

The finest known example of a prehistoric fortress in this
country with enormous earthworks and complicated en-
trances. It dates from the Iron Age and superseded 2
neolithic camp. The remains of a fourth century Roman
temple have been discovered within the fortifications.

Sttnation. 2% miles south~west of Dorchester.

Railway Station. Dorchester.
Adwission. At any time without charge.

The Nine Stones, Winterborne Abbas

Remains of a prehistoric stone circle consisting of nine
standing stones.

Sttnation.  South of the road about } mile west of Winter-
borne Abbas.

Railway Station. Dorchester.

Admission. At any time without charge.

»

Portland Castle

Erected by Henry VIII for coast defence and added to in

the seventeenth century.
Sitnation. Overlooking Portland Harbour.

Railway Station. Portland. .
Not open to the public.
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St, Caberine's Chapel, Abbotsbury
A small fifteenth-century chapel with 2 fine decorated stone
vault, Extensive views can be obtamned from 1t in every
direction and 1t was used as a beacon tower.
Situation § mile south of Abbotsbury.
Rashay Station.  Abbotsbusy
Admssion At any time.
Admssion Fee, 3d

HAMPSHIRE
* Hurst Castle

Erected by Henry VIII for coast defence and added to 1 the
seventeenth century, but now much altered.
Sifuation 2% miles south-east of Milford Church
Raslway Station  Lymington. .
Hours of Admission.

Daily (except Saturdays), 10 a,m -5 pm

Saturdays, Noon-5 p m
Admission Fee. 34

* Netley Abbey (Fig. 8)
Extensive and beautiful remains of a Cistercian abbey
founded 1239 by King Henry I The walls of the greatex
part of the church and of the claustral buildings stilt staqd,
and there is much fine thirteenth-century architectural detail,
Sutuation, In Netley.
Rarlway Station.  Netley
Hours of Admssion

Weekdays. Sundays.
March-May 10am-6pm gam~6pm
June-September gam-7pm 9am~6pm.
October-February 10am-4pm oam-4pm

Admssion Fee  6d
* Portchester Castle (Fig. 6)

A large Roman fortress of the late third or early fourth
century, of which practically the whole of the walls and
bastions are standing. “There is a medueval castle in the
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DORSETSHIRE

Jordan Hill Rowan Temple, Preston

Slight remains of a small rectangular Roman temple.
Situation. 2 miles north-cast of Weymouth.

Railway Station. Weymouth.

Adwission. At any time without charge.

Kingston Russel] Stone Circle

A prehistoric circle of eighteen stones.
Sitnation. 2 miles north of Abbotsbury.
Railway Siation. Abbotsbury.
Admission. At any time without charge.

Maiden Castle, Dorchester (Fig. 4)

The finest known example of a prehistoric fortress in this
country with enormous earthworks and complicated en-
trances. It dates from the Iron Age and superseded a
neolithic camp. The remains of a fourth century Roman
temple have been discovered within the fortifications.
Sitnation. 23 miles south-west of Dorchester.

Raihvay Station. Dorchester.
Admission. At any time without charge.

The Nine Stones, Winterborne Abbas

Remains of a prehistoric stone circle consisting of nine

standing stones.
Situation. South of the road about § mile west of Wintelr-
botne Abbas. .
Raifway Station. Dorchester.
Adwission. At any time without charge.

2

Portland Castle

Erected by Henry VIII for coast defence and added to in

the seventeenth century.
Sitnation. Overlooking Portland Harbour.

Railway Station. Portland.
Not open to the public.



NOTES il

St. Casherine’s Chapel, Abbotsbury

A small fifteenth-century chapel with 2 fine deenirated grme
vault, Extensive views can be obtained from it in eyery
direction and it was used as a beacon tower,

Situation. } mule south of Abbotshury,

Ralzgy Station  Abbotsbury

Admission. At any time.

Admsoon Fee. 3d

HAMPSHIRE
* Hurst Castle

Erected by Henry VIII for coast defence and added to in the
seventeenth century, but now much altered.
Sutsaron. 2% miles south-east of Milford Church,
Ratlugy Station.  Lymington,
Hours of Admssion.
Daily (except Saturdays), 102 m -5 p.m,
Saturdays, Noon~5 p.m.
Admission Fee. 3d.

* Netley Abbey (Fig. 8)

Extensive and beautiful remains of a Cisterctan gbber
founded 1239 by King Henry 111, The walls of the greaze
part of the church and of the claustral buildings stitl saed,
and there ts much fine thirteenth-century architecruss® deend,.
Sitration,  In Netley,
Rarwgy Statron, Netley,

Hours of Adrussion,

Weekdays,

10 a.m~6 pm.

9am-7pm.
102 m-4 p.o.

March-May

June-Septernber

October-February
Admission Fee. 6d

* Portchester Castle (Fig, 6)

A large Roman fortress of the e
century, of which practizelr the .
bastions are standing, Tirre i o meten o PR
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north-west angle with 2 fine and i :

practically perfect late
Norman keep. A Norman church of an Augustinian Priory
also stands within the Roman walls.

Sitnation. On the south side of Portchester.
Railway Station. Portchester.

Honrs of Admission.
Weekdays. Sunday
Apsril sande 1y undays.
cptember soth 10 a.m.~8 p.m. 11 a.m.—4 p-m.
October 1st-April P i
218t 10 a.m.-sunset 11 4.m.—3 p.m.

Admission Fee. 6d.
Official Guide Book. 0d.

Portsmonth, Garrison Church
This church was originally 2 hospital, founded by Bishop
dés Roches in 1214 The fine thirteenth-century chancel
was the hospital chapel.
Sitnation. OB Grand Parade tO the south of High Street.

Railway Station. Portsmouth Harbour.

Portsmonth. (a) King. James: Gate
&) Landport Gate

Two gates of the defences of Portsmouth which were begun
in 1665 by Chatles I1.  The formet Was completed 10 1687,
the latter inl 1698.
Sitnation. (o) Re-crected at the entr
recreation ground.
) Inits original position,
Men’s recreation ground.
Railway Station- Portsmouth Harbouf-
Admission. Can be seent from the public streets.

k
ance to the Officers

now forming the entrance t0 the

Silchester Bomar Town Walls

This Roman tOWD has been Vvery compl

many interesting buildings, etc: 24
}een filled in with soil, and
bave, b ¥ a considerable height and measure

which still stand tO
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les in length are the only visible remains. The sitc
;tsm:)zf:upi:d Ehunly before the Roman Conquest and
earthworks of that period can be seen.

Sutuation 2 miles south-west of Stratfeld Morntimer
(Betks).

Raifaay Station. Mottimer,

Admysion Only the northern section of the walls is in the
guardianship of the Commissioners. This can be seen from
the public road

* Tuchfield Abbey (Fig. 9)

Founded as a house of Premonstratensian Canons in 1222,
dissolved in 1527 and converted into 2 mansion by Thoms
Wriothesley, Eazl of Southampton. The south range and
gate-house of the mansion which were incorporated in the
fave of the monastic church are still practically complete.
There are also remains of the chapter house and other
monastic butldings. .

Situation,  } mule north of Titchfield

Railugy Station.  Farcham,

FHours of Admission,

Weekdays, Sta:days.

Apnl 22nd- & i
September 30th
October wst-Apnl
215t 102 m ~Sunset 11 am.- 3
Admissiun Fee. 6d. spm

loam~7pm. 1 am-4 p.m.

ISLE OF WIGHT
* Carishrooke Castle (Fig. 14)
An extensive and imnortans mmod'ment
ate
later
fort,
impt . s
The tle i i
\Vi:g ;:s e is the tesidence of the Governor of the Isle of
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Situstion. 1§ miles south-west of Newport,
y . d . )

Railway Station,  Carisbrooke.

Hewrs of Adwission,

Weckdgys. :
Mny—Scptcm{x:t 9 n.m.-7.3{> p.m. ggﬁ:{{if
October-April 9 a.m.-Sunset, Closed,

AAdriivsion Fees.  Castle, 64 Well House, 34, )
: 6d. L 3d, M , 2d.
Ofitial Guide Book. ¢d. o Moo

Yarmonth Castle
A small eastle buile by Heary VII1.
Situstion., In Yarmouth.
Railwgy Station.  Yarmouth.
~Adwission, A portion is open to the public without charge
on application to the Custodian,

KENT
Dreal Castle
"One of the scries of castles built by Henry VIII for coast
defence.

Sitration.  In Deal.
Railway Station. Deal,
Not open ta the public.

“ Dover Castle (Figs. 12 and 13)
Onc of the largest and most important English castles dating
from Norman times. The keep is only sutpassed in size
by thosc of London and Colchester. The great thick-
ness of the walls, which at the base are 17 to 22 feet
wide, permitted the copstruction of twenty-seven mural
chambers within them, a number without parallel in any
other English keep. In the fore-building ate two ornate
chapels of the late twelfth century.  There is a fine thirteenth-
century gate in the outer curtain wall. A Roman lighthouse

and much sestored Saxon church stand within the castle.

Sitnation. On the east side of Dover.
Railway Station. Dover.
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_ Hours of Adwission
Weekdays, Sundays
The Castle.
April, May, August,
and September 10 2.m.~8 pm. 10am-8 p.m
June, July oam-iopm. 10 a,M.~10p m
October-Match 10 a.m.—4 p.m 103 M —4 p.m,
The Keep S———
April-September 1wam-6pm
October-March 10 a.m -3 30 p.m.
Underground Passages. —e—
April-September  102m.—6pm. Closed
QOctober-March 10 .M ~3 30 p.m.

(Sats. 1Ipm.—3pm)
Admission Fees. Keep, 64, Underground Works, 2d.

Dover, Kuights Templars’ Church

The foundations of a small circular twelfth-century church,

Situation In the Citadel Barracks on the Western Heights
zbove Dover.

Rarhvay Station, Dover,
Admrssion.  On application to the Guard at the Barracks,

(@) Kit's Coty House, Aylesford

(

=

‘The chamber of a prehistoric long barrow or burial place
‘The barrow originally consisted of a long earthen mound
covering the chamber which contained the human femains

Little Kit's Coty House, Aylesford
A ruined burial chamber of a prehistoric long bartow

Susatron.  (a) On the west side of the Maidstone-Rochester
road, 3} miles north of Maidstone.

)] é} mile south of (s) on the east side of the Aylesford
TO2¢

Ralway Station,  Aylesford,
Adpmission. At any tune without charge.

* Reculver Towers and Roman Fort

The rematns of a Saxon church founded 1 the seventh
century standing withia the walls of 2 Roman fortress. The
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eatly church was altered énd enlarged during the Mi
Ages and the towets are of late twe]f%h centurygdatef Middle

Sitnation. At Reculver, 3 miles east of Herne Bay,
Railway Station. Herne Bay.

Hours of Admission.
Weekdays. Stndays.
May-September 10 am.~7 p.m, 11 ::1.m.——4J p.m.
October-May 10 2.m.~4 p.m. IT a.m.~3 p.m.

Admission Fee. 'To the church 34, To the Roman fort at
any time without charge.
Offficial Guiide Pamphlet. 24,

* Richborongh Castle (Fig. 5)

Walmer Castle

The Roman invading army landed here in A.D. 43 and a
stretch of the earthworks then thrown up can be seen. The
site became a military supply depot during the advance of
the victorious armies, and later a4 commercial town and one
of the principal ports of Roman Britain. In the Jate third
century a fort was built here and its massive walls still
stand to a height of 25 feet. Towards the end of the first
century a large monument cased with Italian marble was
etected, probably to commemorate the conquest of Britain,
while in Saxon times a chapel to St. Augustine, who is
reputed to have landed here, was built within the walls.

Situation. . 14 miles north of Sandwich. .
Railway Station. Richborough Halt (summer only); Sand-
wich (at other times).

Hours of Admission.

) Weckdays. Sundays.
March-May 10 2.m.~6 p.m. 1 p.m.6 p.m.
June~September 10 2.M.~7 p.m. 1 p.m.-7 p.m.
October-February 10 a.m.~4 p.m. 11 4003 p.am.

Adwission Fee. 6d.
Official Guide Book. 6d.

ries of castles for coast defence built by
ms occupied by the Duke of Welling-
ere, still contain his furniturc
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and have been preserved unaltered.
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The Casde is the rosiderme of the Lo-d “anden of the
Cieque Pozs.

Suutior. Socth of Watoer,

Rulzgy Stz Walmes,

Hours of Admissine.
Thursday afrmoees. {(Ako) ¢ ’
Teesdiy afimrmoons whenf S0 - T BT PM
the Lord Warden B po< 2 gope . . -
residenee) foe- - me4pm.

)]
Adrizsion Fee. 62

LOXNDON (South of Trames)
Greensich Royal Nawe! Cr.
The Royal Navs® Grlegs ooz < buildings of the
Hospial founded & 165 fox duase seamen of the Royal
Navy, The Paiuod BT, desigmed o W rep and completed
by Vazbareh 25 2 Dicieg HaT, wax cronrated by “Thomhil!
berween 129 a=d <52 2lecmncal paintings  The
chapel, which ws broeer b= g, w23 restored by the architect
Jaes Smart ; st Foning g Eancsmely deconated,
Situctie, O Tizmesside 22 Greenwch,
Ralsay Stziem. Geeerxich.
Arissie, Tee Naval 3L

- i remomal o
e Ere D ir

~ & open o the public
Narmal Mantime Museum.
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SOMERSETSHIRE
Abbof’s Fish House, Meare

A fourteenth-century building used in connection with the
fishety of Glastonbury Abbey. ‘

Situation. At the eastern end of Meare village,
Railway Station.  Ashcott.
Adpission. At any time without charge.

* Farleigh Castle (Fig. 18)
Dates from the late fourteenth century and consists of two
courts defended by walls and towers. ~ In the outer court is
the chapel, formerly the parish church, containing a fine
tomb of Sir Thomas Hungerford, the builder of the castle.
Situation. In Farleigh Hungerford, 3% miles west of Trow-
bridge (Wilts).
Railway Station. Trowbridge.
Hours of Admission.

. WWeekdays. Sundays.
March-May 10 2.m.-6 p.m. 11 a.m.~4 p.m.
June-September 10 2.m.~7 p.m. I1 a.m.—~4 p.m.

* October~February 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 11 a.m.—3 p.m.

Admission Fee, 6d.
Guide Book (Unofficial).  6d.

Glastonbury Tribunal
The courthouse of Glastonbury Abbey built by Abbot Bere
between 1493 and 1524.
Sitation. In High Street, Glastonbury.
Railway Station. Glastonbury.
Still under repair.

* Muchelney Abbey (Fig. 10)
xval Benedictine

Part of the claustral buildings of this medi i
al?lr)ey still stand in a very complete state. They co?{gxs;1 of
the south walk of the cloister, part of the Frater, the xtfc gx_)
and the Abbot’s Lodging. There is some fine detail of the
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.
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Sttuation  In Muchelney, 2 miles south of Langport.
Raslway Station,  Langport East.
Admussion. At any time
Admssion Fee  6d.

* Nunngy Castle (F1g. 17)

A small but very complete and mterestng castle of late
fourtcenth-century date standing 1 a moat Tt 1s rectangular
with large round towers at the angles It was bombarded
by the Parltamentarians in 1645, the castle fallng on the
second day of the siege

Suwaton In Nunney, about 33 mules south-west of Frome.
Ratlway Station Frome,

Hours of Admission. '

[Veekdays Sundays.
March-May toam—6pm 8
June-September toam-7pm pram-4pm

October-February 1oam-4pm 11am-3pm
Admission Fee  3d
Offical Gride Pamphlet.  2d.

Stanton Drew Circles and Core

Three prehistone stone cuscles, the remains of two avenues
of standing stones and a prehustoric burial chamber  One
of the finest monuments of this description 1 the country,
and probably of the same date as Avebury

Setnation  Circles, to the east of the village of Stanton Drew.
‘The Cove in the garden of the Druid’s Arms.

Railway Station  Pensford

Admssion To the Cucles, 3d.  To the Cove, no charge.

Stoney Littleton Long Barrow

A prehistonic burial place consisting of a long passage with
recesses on both sides where the human remams were
deposited,  The walls of the passage aod recesses are of dry-
buils masonry roofed with large slabs of stone, the whole
being covered with an earthen mound.
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Sitwation. 1 mile south of Wellow,

Railway Station. Wellow.

Admission.  On application to Stoney Littleton Farm.
Aduniission Fee, 3.

SURREY
Fartthawr Casile

Dates from the eleventh century onwards and was occupied
by the Bishops of Winchester, An important military centre
in the Middle Ages and the scenc of fighting in the early
patt of the Civil War. The twelfth-century shell keep which
stands on an eatlier mound is open to the public.

Situation. In Farnham.
Railway Station. Farnham,

Hours of Admission.
Weekdays, Sundays.
Aptil-September 10 2.m.~6 p.m. 11 a.m.~4 p.m.
October~March I0 a.m.—4 p.im. I p.m.~3 p.m.

Adwission Fee.  3d.

* Kew Palace

An early seventeenth-century house built for a London
merchant. Bought by King George IIT in 1781 and was
the residence of royalty until the death of Queen Charlotte

in 1818.
Sitmation. Inside the Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew.,
RBaitway Station. Kew Bridge (L.M.S.).

i Kew Gardens (Underground),
Hours of Admission. Wackdags. Sty

From beginning of
March to end of
QOctober 1 am.~6 puam,

Admission Fee. 3d. (in addition to any cntrance fce to the

Gardens).
Offitial Guide Pamphlet.  2d.

1 pan—~6 p.ov.
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tion has revealed extensive remains of the castle and cathedral.
Atsmall museum containing architectural fragments is on the
site.

Situation. 2 miles north of Salisbury-.

Railway Station. Salisbury.

Honrs of Adwmission,
Weekdays. Sundays.
March~May 10 2.m.—6 p.m. 11 a.m.—GJp.m.
June-September 10 a.m.~7 p.m. 11 a.m.~7 p.m.
October-February 10 a.m.—4 p.m. I p.m.—~3 p.m.

Adwiission Fee. 6d.
Offiwial Guide Book. 6d.

The Sanctuary, Overton Hill

The West Kennett avenue of standing stones connected this
momument with Avebury. The sanctuary consisted of
two concentric circles of stones and six of timber uprights.
It was probably etected in the Early Bronze Age.

Sitnation. % mile east of the village of West Kennett.

Railway Station. Marlborough.
Admission. At any time without charge.

Silbury Hill, Avebury
An artificial prehistoric mound, the largest existing example
of this type in Europe. Believed to be scpulchral, and
probably dating from the Early Bronze Age.
Situation. 1 mile west of the village of West Kennett.

Railway Station. Marlborough.
Admission. At any time without charge.

* Stonehenge (Fig. 3)
A prehistoric monument of world-wide fame consisting of
a series of stone circles, one within anothcr,uall bcmg
surrounded by a ditch and approached by an * avenuc
on the cast side. It may be assigned to the period between

1800 and 1500 B.C.
Situation. 2 miles west of Amesbury.

Railray Station. Amcsbury.
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Hours of Admssion.
Weekdays. Sundays,
March-September  During daylight 1 p m~Dusk,
October-February 10am-gpm 1ram-3pm.

Admission Fee  6d
Offctal Grrde Book  6d

West Kennett Long Barrow
‘£

A prehistoric burral place near Asebury constsung of a long
earthen mound contamning a chamber, formed of large blocks
of stone, 10 which the human semains weze placed.
Sutuation 3 mile south-west of the village of West Kennett.
Railuay Station Marlborough.
Admussion At any time without charge

Woodbenge, Durrangton
This monument consisted of six concentric tings of timber
posts surrounded by a ditch with a bank on the outside.
It was entered by a causeway on the north-east  The rings
are oval, the long axis pomting to the nsing sun on Mid-
summer Day. The bumal of a child was found in the
centre.
Situatron 2 mules north of Amesbury
Rarlvay Stanon  Amesbury
Admission. At any time without charge.
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